
News story: Sellafield invests £2.6m
to create Cumbria business hub

Sellafield Ltd is investing £2.6m to convert a derelict transport exchange in
Whitehaven into a £4.1m hothouse for tech, digital, media, and creative
start-ups.

The scheme, called the Buzz Station, is being funded by Sellafield Ltd’s
owner the Nuclear Decommissioning Authority (NDA).

Selalfield Ltd Buzz Station scheme

It is part of a wider £300m regeneration of the town led by BEC and partners
including Whitehaven Harbour Commissioners and Copeland Borough Council.

The building will be developed with strategic input from Sellafield Ltd and
could be open next year.

Alongside units for fledgling firms, the plan includes:

conference and meeting space for 75 people
an artisan food and drink outlet, open to the public
health and wellbeing facilities

The project is part of Sellafield Ltd’s Transformation Programme, which seeks
to leverage public and private sector investment to help grow and diversify
the West Cumbrian economy.

Jamie Reed, Head of Development and Community Relations for Sellafield Ltd,
said:

West Cumbria has always been a crucible of innovation, energy, and
ideas.

We pioneered the civil nuclear industry and we’re leading the world
in decommissioning and waste management.

Now we’re positioning ourselves for the next wave of growth in the
tech and digital industries.

That means unleashing the energy and ambition of local people to
innovate, invent, and inspire.

The Buzz Station will provide the ideal environment for
collaboration and creativity, allowing the next generation of tech
entrepreneurs to lead our economic renewal.

This is Sellafield transformation in action – creating
partnerships, unlocking investment, and helping to build a diverse
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and sustainable private sector.

Andrew van der Lem, of the NDA, said:

This is fantastic news for Cumbria.

Our investment will not only transform a derelict building but will
provide a focal point for local economic growth in key areas like
technology, digital, and creative.

The building will work with organisations like the Beacon Museum to provide
education opportunities for schoolchildren, college students, and adult
learners.

It will be linked to existing regional and national economic growth
programmes via the Cumbria Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP).

Rob Miller, Head of Property and Development at BEC, said:

This innovative and exciting development will complement the North
Shore regeneration scheme.

It is the start of a major delivery phase for BEC. We are looking
forward to opening the doors to ambitious businesses and the
public.

Michael Pemberton, BEC Chief Executive, said:

This is a bold social investment by Sellafield Ltd and underpins
commitment to economic diversity in our region.

We are delighted to welcome them on board as a strategic partner in
the scheme. The overall North Shore plans will be the catalyst for
major change in Whitehaven and the Buzz Station will be a valuable
asset for the town.

Speech: Syria: International Impartial
and Independent Mechanism

Thank you very much, Mr Chairman, and we associate ourselves with the
statement made earlier by the European Union. This first report of the
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International Impartial and Independent Mechanism is extremely welcome. It’s
an important initiative from Lichtenstein and Qatar and we join other
colleagues in congratulating Catherine Marchi-Uhel, on her professionalism in
setting it up.

The establishment of the IIIM was an important step forward in ensuring
accountability for the horrific atrocities that have been committed in Syria.
These include torture in Asad’s prisons, the unlawful targeting of civilians
and civilian objects, including medical facilities, and as everyone knows,
the use of chemical weapons. It’s up to all of us to support the IIM in
building and bringing cases against perpetrators before any competent
tribunal.

The UK strongly supports the IIIM. We co-sponsored the UNGA resolution in
December 2016 that set it up and we have contributed over a quarter million
dollars to its start-up costs. We will make a further contribution later this
year and I take this opportunity to encourage all Member States financially
to support this important mechanism.

The barbaric chemical weapons attack in Douma on the Syrian people 11 days
ago cost up to 75 lives including those of young children. But it was only
the latest atrocity in this seven year conflict. We must ensure that those
responsible for this crime are held to account. And I would like to take this
opportunity to take a few moments now to set out the UK’s response along with
French and American allies to the attack on Douma. Mr Chairman, the military
action we took last week was a strictly limited operation. We have published
our legal position on our action. As it sets out, the action was taken to
alleviate the extreme humanitarian suffering of the Syrian people by
degrading the Asad regime’s chemical weapons capability and by deterring
their further use. We determined that there was no practicable alternative to
the use of force if lives were to be saved and that the strikes were
necessary and proportionate, the minimum necessary.

Mr President, it cannot be illegal to use force to prevent the killing of
such numbers of people. We hope our actions will also uphold the
international norms prohibiting the use of chemical weapons. I would like to
stress this is not about intervening in a civil war or about regime change.
And it was not about a one-off use of chemical weapons by the Asad regime.
Four cases, including one of Sarin, were documented by JIM before it was shut
down in 2017. We cannot allow the use of chemical weapons, which as everyone
knows are prohibited under international law, to become normal, either within
Syria or elsewhere.

In 2014 Russia vetoed a resolution calling for the situation in Syria to be
referred to the ICC so that there could be accountability for all the
atrocities that we have seen in Syria. To date, Russia has vetoed 12 Security
Council resolutions aimed at alleviating the plight of the Syrian people.
This makes the work of the IIIM even more important.

We commend the work that it has already undertaken to establish cooperation
with Syrian civil society, international organizations including the UN
Commission of Inquiry and Member States. We encourage the IIIM to investigate



CW attacks, particularly in the absence of any international attribution
mechanism for CW.

We must demonstrate that those who have committed the most serious crimes of
international concern can have no place to hide. There must be no impunity
for the horrendous acts taking place on a daily basis in Syria. There must be
justice for the victims. It may take a long time. Sadly, I fear it will take
a long time but there must be justice. I’d like to close if I may Mr
President by just endorsing what the French ambassador had to say about next
steps on the political side and assuring the General Assembly that the United
Kingdom will devote every effort to that end.

Thank you.

Press release: PM meeting with New
Zealand Prime Minister: 18 April 2018

A Downing Street spokesperson said:

The Prime Minister held a bilateral meeting with the New Zealand
Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern at Downing Street earlier today.

They agreed the bond between the UK and New Zealand was unique and
enduring, based on friendship and shared values, and underpinned by
strong security, prosperity and people-to-people links.

The Prime Minister said New Zealand was an indispensable partner
for the UK, noting the relationship has always been important, but
is arguably even more vital today, given our shared commitment to
free trade and protecting the rules-based international system.

The Prime Minister thanked Prime Minister Ardern for New Zealand’s
support over the attack against the Assad regime, and following the
chemical nerve agent attack in Salisbury. They agreed it was
essential to reassert the international norm against chemical
weapons use.

They agreed that part of reinvigorating the Commonwealth was about
fostering more intra-Commonwealth support, and to explore the
possibility of working together on development assistance in the
Pacific region.

They also discussed the bilateral trade and investment
relationship, agreeing that UK-New Zealand trade working group
discussions were progressing well and confirming our shared
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ambition to form a new bilateral UK-New Zealand Free Trade
Agreement once we have left the EU. They welcomed the approach
agreed at the March European Council to provide continuity during
the implementation period for international agreements, which could
be swiftly transitioned into new bilateral agreements once the
implementation period ends.

Press release: New Director General of
the Propriety and Ethics Team: Helen
MacNamara

The Cabinet Secretary, with the approval of the Prime Minister, has today
announced that Helen MacNamara, currently the Director General for Housing in
the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government, will be appointed
to the role of Director General, Propriety and Ethics Team in the Cabinet
Office.

The role oversees the provision of advice to all government departments on
standards and ethics issues, corporate governance in public bodies, and
manages public appointments. The purpose of the role is to ensure the highest
standards of propriety, integrity and governance within government.

Helen will take on the role in May when Sue Gray, the current Director
General for the Propriety and Ethics Team, moves to the Northern Ireland
Civil Service to begin her role as Permanent Secretary.

Speaking about the appointment, Sir Jeremy Heywood, the Cabinet Secretary
said:

I am delighted to announce Helen’s appointment to the role of
Director General of the Propriety and Ethics Team. She is a highly
experienced civil servant who has worked in many senior roles
across government. Her appointment will bring a wealth of knowledge
and understanding of how government works, that will assist her in
this crucial role.

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Sue Gray for
her outstanding contribution. She has shown extraordinary
commitment and integrity in this challenging role. She has earned
huge respect and admiration across government for her wise counsel,
strong leadership and excellent judgement. I wish her all the best
in her next position.
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Helen MacNamara said:

I am delighted to be returning to the Cabinet Office to take on
this important role. I’m looking forward to building on the
excellent work of Sue Gray, and supporting the Prime Minister and
Cabinet Secretary in upholding the highest standards of integrity
and propriety within government.

This appointment has been agreed by the Prime Minister, and follows an
extensive recruitment competition.

Helen MacNamara has been Director General, Housing in the Ministry of
Housing, Communities and Local Government since July 2016.

Press release: PM meeting with Prime
Minister of India: 18 April 2018

A Downing Street spokesperson said:

This morning the Prime Minister welcomed Prime Minister Modi of
India to Downing Street for bilateral talks. The Prime Minister and
Prime Minister Modi discussed the chemical weapons attacks in
Salisbury and Syria, expressing concern and making clear their
opposition to the use of chemical weapons by any party in any
circumstances.

The Prime Minister reiterated the UK’s position on Russia’s recent
destabilising behaviour, underlined by the attack in Salisbury and
the protection provided for the Syrian regime’s repeated use of
chemical weapons against its people.

The leaders discussed their shared priorities in the Indo-Pacific
and committed to working more closely together to ensure it
remained free and open.

They reflected on the progress made on bilateral defence and
security cooperation since the Prime Minister’s visit to India in
2016 and the agreement to a number of Defence Capability
Partnerships in key strategic areas, with closer military-to-
military ties underpinned by a succession of high level visits and
exchanges. They agreed to continue working together closely to
combat terrorism, radicalisation and online extremism.

They also discussed co-operation between the two countries on legal
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matters. Mrs May welcomed the return to the UK of the Chennai Six.

The Prime Minister updated Prime Minister Modi on the progress of
the UK’s withdrawal from the EU, saying the implementation period
agreed in March gives Indian companies and investors the confidence
that market access will continue on current terms until the end of
2020.

She reiterated that the UK will remain committed to global free
trade and investment and that the UK will remain a leading hub for
global finance. Prime Minister Modi said there would be no dilution
in the importance of the UK to India post-Brexit. He said the City
of London was of great importance to India for accessing the global
markets and would remain so.

The two leaders said trade between the UK and India had grown
strongly over the last year and Prime Minister Modi said that
Brexit offers opportunities to further increase trade ties.

The Prime Ministers welcomed the £1 billion of commercial deals
which has been agreed today. They agreed to build on the
recommendations of the UK-India Joint Trade Review to reduce
barriers to trade, to make it easier to do business in both
countries and enable a stronger bilateral trade relationship for
the future.

Looking to the future the Prime Minister and Prime Minister Modi
discussed the new UK-India Tech Partnership agreed today which will
create thousands of jobs and generate significant investment in
both our economies. The Prime Minister said the Partnership will be
at the core of much that we’ll do together over the next decade.

Finally they looked forward to the Commonwealth Heads of Government
Meeting tomorrow and agreed on the importance of working together
to build a more sustainable, prosperous, secure and fairer future
for all Commonwealth citizens.


