
Press release: Charities who help
people with disabilities receive UK
aid funding boost

AbleChild Africa, Humanity and Inclusion, British and Irish Agencies
Afghanistan Group, Orbis Charitable Trust and Deafkidz concentrate a lot of
their work on people with disabilities who can be marginalised by society.

They work with people of all ages in Pakistan, Bangladesh, Rwanda, Ethiopia
and Afghanistan where people with disabilities are often the most vulnerable
in society.

Many of these charities work in health and education to ensure people with
disabilities are getting the support they need including; eye care services
in hard to reach areas, support to deaf communities and where possible
helping people with disabilities find suitable employment.

These grants come in the second round of funding from UK Aid Direct,
announced by the Department for International Development. In total, 30 small
and medium sized civil society organisations, who work on a wide range of
issues throughout the developing world will benefit. As well as projects
focussed on disability inclusion, funding will also be provided to projects
working on food security and nutrition as well preventing violence against
women and children.

UK Aid Direct has already reached more than 3 million people, through 147
grants, across 31 countries.

Announcing the latest round of funding, Secretary of State for International
Development, Penny Mordaunt said:

An estimated 800 million people with disabilities live in
developing countries. Many of these people continue to face
appalling levels of stigma, discrimination and abuse, and all too
often miss out on the opportunities that are the right of every
person.

Small and medium sized charities offer a wealth of experience,
expertise and skills essential to our mission to find innovative
new solutions to complex development problems.

Many of these charities represent the best of British expertise and
I am extremely proud that through UK Aid Direct, we are
strengthening our great partnerships with them to improve the lives
of those living in extreme poverty.

The UK government will co-host its first-ever Global Disability Summit in
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London in July alongside the International Disability Alliance and the
Government of Kenya. The summit will bring together leaders from the private
sector, governments, donor agencies and charities to raise awareness of this
under-prioritised issue and show our commitment to transform the lives of
people with disabilities. It will secure ambitious commitments to make a
tangible difference to the lives of millions of people around the world.

Lauren Watters, Head of Programmes at AbleChild Africa said:

The UK government is leading the way for disability inclusive
development and we are tremendously excited that it has identified
the need to empower Youth with Disabilities in Rwanda through UK
Aid Direct. Our project will facilitate meaningful youth
involvement tackling the multiple barriers this group face and
supporting their full inclusion into society.

Steve Crump, Founder of Deafkidz:

It is extremely gratifying that the UK government has acknowledged
our important mission to help deaf children around the world live
safely and without fear through the UK Aid Direct scheme. Our work
is vital, not only to provide vulnerable children with the ear and
hearing care they need, but also to change the dangerous stigmas
they face each day.

Notes to Editors

There are 30 Aid Match Direct grants being announced with a total funding of
£28,968,130

Further information and the full list of recipients of the latest UK Aid
Direct grants are available here: www.ukaiddirect.org/news/

UK Aid Direct is a five-year; £150 million programme currently changing the
lives of over 3 million of the world’s poorest people with UK aid from the UK
Government.

Funded by the UK’s Department for International Development (DFID), UK Aid
Direct was established in 2014 as a successor to the Global Poverty Action
Fund (GPAF), which was created in 2010.

UK Aid Direct is a challenge fund designed to support the UK’s commitments to
achieving the Global Goals.

Funding rounds will continue until 2020.

The UK Government will co-host its first ever disability summit later this
year that will focus on four central themes:
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tackling stigma and discrimination
inclusion in education
routes to economic empowerment
harnessing technology and innovation
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Press release: The Queen’s Birthday
Honours: Sister Imelda Poole

On 9th June 2018, Sr Imelda Poole, IBVM was made Member of the Order of the
British Empire in The Queen’s Birthday Honours 2018, for her achievements and
services to end modern slavery.

On the announcement of the award, the British Ambassador to the Holy See,
Sally Axworthy, said:

I am delighted to learn that Sr. Imelda Poole has been awarded this
honour by Her Majesty The Queen.

It is well-deserved recognition of Sr. Imelda’s outstanding service
in combatting human trafficking and modern slavery, through the
European religious sisters’ anti-trafficking network RENATE which
she leads, and through and Talitha Kum, the religious sisters’
worldwide anti-trafficking network.

Sister Imelda is a key ally in Her Majesty’s Government’s campaign
to eradicate modern slavery. It is wonderful to see such a
distinguished friend of this Embassy honoured in this way.

Note for editors:
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· Read more about Sr. Imelda Poole in the case study written by HM Ambassador
Sally Axworthy to mark 2017 International Women’s Day.

Follow @SallyAxworthy @UKinHolySee

Press release: Welsh Secretary hails
outstanding individuals in the Queen’s
Birthday Honours list

The Queen’s Birthday Honours List recognises the achievements of a wide range
of extraordinary people across the United Kingdom.

Marking the achievements of the recipients from Wales, Secretary
of State for Wales Alun Cairns said:

It is with great delight that I congratulate those who have been
recognised in the Queen’s Birthday Honours list.

These honours acknowledge the incredible achievements of
outstanding individuals who work tirelessly to improve the lives of
others and inspire those around them.

I am proud to see people from all walks of Welsh life being
recognised for their achievements and I am grateful for their
commitment and dedication to their communities. Congratulations to
you all.

Notable names from Wales in the honours list include Chief Constable of North
Wales Police Mark Polin and Welsh sports stars Jessica Fishlock and Menna
Fitzpatrick.

Congratulating Mark Polin, who received an OBE for services to
policing, Welsh Secretary Alun Cairns said:

During his long and distinguished policing career, Mark Polin has
provided excellent leadership and exemplified his very deep
commitment to community policing at every turn.

He has been a credit to North Wales Police and is held in the
highest regard not just by his colleagues, but across the range of
partners that the Force works with and the communities that it
serves. My sincerest congratulations to him on this very worthy
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honour.

Congratulating Welsh international football star, Jessica
Fishlock on her MBE for services to women’s football and the LGBT
community, Alun Cairns said:

From becoming the first Welsh player of any gender to make 100
appearances for their country, to league titles and player of the
year awards for her clubs in Melbourne and Seattle, the accolades
have been coming thick and fast for Jessica over recent years. That
roll of honour is bolstered again today as she is named among the
Queen’s Birthday Honours recipients.

She is a great sportswoman, an enduring role model and an
inspiration to all. My warmest congratulations to Jessica – a
worthy recipient of this honour.

Congratulating Welsh Winter Paralympics GB multi-medallist, Menna
Fitzpatrick, Alun Cairns said:

There were few performances at this year’s winter Paralympic Games
that captured the imaginations more than those exemplified on the
slopes of Pyeongchang by Menna Fitzpatrick. Together with her guide
Jennifer Kehoe, Menna displayed the sheer grit and determination
needed to bring home a haul of four medals – including a gold – and
secured the title of Britain’s most successful Winter Paralympian.

Today, and at just 20 years old, she takes her rightful place on
the honours list as the youngest recipient. My congratulations to
Menna on this worthy accolade and I wish her every success for the
future.

News story: Queen’s Birthday Honours
List 2018

Eighty-seven people have been recognised in the Queen’s Birthday Honours
List, published on Friday 08 June, for their services to education,
children’s services, and social mobility.
The list recognises the outstanding work of individuals working to raise
standards and widen participation in education, improve children’s services,
and enable a greater number of children and young people to reach their
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potential.

Jonathan Slater, Department for Education Permanent Secretary, said:

I want to personally congratulate all the award recipients in The
Queen’s Birthday Honours list, and especially pay tribute to those
have been recognised for their services to education, children’s
services, and social mobility.

Their contributions are improving the lives of children and young
people, and helping to build an education system for everyone.

Secretary of State Damian Hinds said:

Congratulations to all those in today’s Queen’s Birthday Honours
List who are being rewarded for their work in education and
children’s services. It is wonderful to see so many people helping
young people being recognised for their incredible work.

Thanks to them, and all the teachers, social workers and staff
right through the education sector and across the county for their
hard work to make sure that we are improving education for every
child.

If you know someone working to improve education, children’s services, or
social mobility who deserves an honour, please contact the Honours Team at:
Honours.team@education.gov.uk.

Press release: Scottish people
recognised in the Queen’s Birthday
Honours 2018

Following on from the publication of the Queen’s Birthday Honours 2018 list
today (June 8 2018), Scottish Secretary David Mundell passes on his
congratulations to Scottish honourees:

I am pleased to see the Queen’s Birthday honours recognise the
achievements of a diverse and inspiring number of our fellow Scots.
From sporting icons to key players in business and academia, these
individuals have been influential in shaping our nation.
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As Scotland’s most capped footballer and joint leading goal scorer,
Kenny Dalglish was rightly crowned ‘king’ by his fans around the
world. His glittering achievements in football and dedicated
service to communities, including through his unwavering support
for the families of the Hillsborough victims and the millions of
pounds raised by his family’s cancer charity, mean that ‘King
Kenny’ now deservedly becomes a Knight.

I also welcome the Knighthood for Jim Ratcliffe, chair and chief
executive of Ineos Chemical Group, who has built a business empire
which contributes so much to the Scottish economy. And I’m pleased
to see awards to celebrate the success of individuals in the Winter
Olympics and Paralympics including an OBE for Mike Hay, Chef de
Mission, Team GB.

I offer my sincere congratulations to these recipients on their
worthy honours. What they have accomplished is an inspiration.


