
News story: £850 million record boost
for creative sectors

The award-winning TV series Peaky Blinders and critically acclaimed film
Darkest Hour are among the productions to have made use of the High-End TV
and Film Tax Reliefs respectively.

Since their respective introductions, 2,420 films, 310 TV productions and 480
videogames have benefited, and for the first time, Orchestra Tax Relief has
helped to showcase 205 musical productions across the UK.

Mel Stride, Financial Secretary to the Treasury and Paymaster General said:

The UK’s world class creative industries – from films to video
games to orchestras – are championing culture and innovation both
at home and abroad.

We supported these vital businesses with a record £850 million of
tax relief last year, helping to boost growth across the country
and contribute to the UK’s rich cultural fabric.

Creative Sector Tax Reliefs were introduced to help UK businesses in these
highly skilled and innovative sectors thrive at home and abroad, and this
year marks the sixth anniversary since they were introduced.

The creative industries employ people from across all parts of the UK. These
tax reliefs are helping to ensure creative sector companies can continue to
hire people and boost local economies.

Creative Industries Statistics 2018

Press release: HS2 already delivering
benefits to UK

Around 6,000 jobs are already supported by the project. Many of those are
within the 2,000 businesses that have delivered work supporting the project,
ranging from conducting the largest ground investigation programme in British
history to the planting of over 7 million trees and shrubs.

HS2 Ltd Chairman, Sir David Higgins, is expected to say:
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Britain invented the modern railway and it is right that, because
of HS2, we have the opportunity once again to lead the world in
this important sector.

As we move towards construction, we are already seeing thousands of
people around the country working to bring Britain’s new railway to
reality. We’re in the middle of the largest programme of early
works that the UK has ever seen, leading to major construction next
year; supporting jobs and businesses around the UK and building the
skills base we need to export around the world.

On top of this, people only need to look to Birmingham and its
booming economy to see the benefits that HS2 will bring right
around the country happening already in the Midlands. Further proof
that HS2 is more than just a railway.

Transport Secretary, Chris Grayling, said:

HS2 will not only be the backbone of our national network, but a
truly ambitious project that will drive huge economic growth right
across the country.

It will create significant benefits for all, delivering improved
connections between our major cities, introducing more seats and
services for passengers, and creating thousands of new jobs and
opportunities for people and businesses across the UK.

Sir David Higgins has been instrumental in laying the groundwork
for the success of this vital project. As this report shows, before
he steps down from the role of chairman, HS2 is already delivering
on its incredible potential, with jobs and business opportunities
already being created well before the first services are expected
in 2026.

The HS2 programme will span over 15 years and then continue to provide direct
economic benefits through operation and maintenance contracts once in
operation. In addition to this, cities and regions across the UK are already
seeing the benefit HS2 will bring, attracting new investment outside of
London and the South East, beginning to rebalance the UK economy.

The report, HS2: Realising the potential, launched at an event in Leeds to an
audience of over 100 business and civic leaders from across the country, also
points to the transformation in rail travel that the new high speed trains
will have on travel in the UK. HS2 trains will call at over 25 stations from
London to Scotland, serving around 30 million people in regions representing
over half of the UK economy.

Core Cities UK Vice Chair and Leader of Newcastle City Council, Cllr Nick
Forbes, said:

https://www.hs2.org.uk/documents/hs2-realising-the-potential/


Core Cities UK Leaders and Mayors believe HS2 is of enormous
economic benefit to all our cities, even those not directly on the
route. It will pay for itself many times over. And there is no
reason why HS2 should be the end of the story, we believe it can be
a first step towards high speed rail for the whole of the UK.

Ensuring that passengers can move around the country easily can
help companies build a critical mass of skills, talent and
expertise which is necessary to increase regional productivity. But
passengers also need to have confidence in rail travel, knowing
that their journey will be stress free and comfortable.

Passengers on the new high speed network will experience fast, reliable
services, rivalling those of other high speed networks across the globe.
Trains, stations and ticketing are being designed to revolutionise the user
experience, ensuring that future generations of travellers will be catered
for on HS2, with any delays to service on high speed lines no longer than an
average of 30 seconds.

Sir David Higgins continued:

HS2 services will be unrecognisable to today’s commuters. A service
that is dependable, if you’re travelling for work, attending a
meeting, or seeing family and friends, the standard set by HS2 will
be world class, with the stress of tickets, delays and other
frustrations designed out of the system. HS2 will be judged, in the
end, if it can be considered a railway for everyone.

Press and media enquiries

For enquiries during office working hours, Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm
020 7944 6149

For enquiries outside of these hours and at the weekend
020 7944 0550

The press and media enquiries line is for accredited journalists only

HS2 helpdesk

High Speed Two (HS2) Ltd

Two Snowhill

Snow Hill Queensway
Birmingham



B4 6GA

Email
HS2enquiries@hs2.org.uk

Freephone
08081 434 434

Minicom
08081 456 472

The helpdesk team are unable to transfer calls internally to HS2 Ltd members
of staff.

Press release: Hitting the road for
the holidays? Check before you travel

Campsite bookings in the UK are reportedly up by as much as 5 per cent year
on year as people take advantage of the weather.

And drivers enjoying a staycation in this country or travelling further
afield as schools break up for the summer are urged to have a good look at
their vehicles before setting off on journeys.

Almost half of all breakdowns are caused by simple mechanical problems that
could be avoided with simple checks and nearly a quarter are caused by tyre
problems.

Meanwhile, around 20 motorists break down every day because they have run out
of fuel.

Highways England Head of Road Safety, Richard Leonard, said:

We want all drivers to arrive at their destinations safely this
summer and I’d urge motorists to make sure they are ready for their
journey by checking their vehicles beforehand.

Simple checks on tyres, fuel and oil levels help prevent breakdowns
and it’s also worth making sure you’re prepared for the journey,
especially in hot weather, by stocking up on water and checking
travel conditions before setting off.

Iain Geddes, from the Camping and Caravanning Club, supported that message,
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saying:

The strategic road network presents the best way for campers to get
away this summer. We recommend planning your route and considering
what time you travel to avoid being part of a rush-hour bottle
neck.

Don’t forget the basic checks of the tyres and vehicle fluids
before you go. Also watch out for traffic advice on the matrix
signs overhead to help you have a drama-free journey.

And Martin Spencer, from the Caravan and Motorhome Club, added:

Our members take numerous trips each year, especially during the
summer, and England’s motorways and major A roads are vital in
enabling them to get to their destination.

For anyone who is thinking about going on a caravan holiday but is
intimidated by the idea of towing, they should be reassured that
towing can be relaxed, easy and comfortable on our roads – you just
need to get the basic set-up right and follow expert advice.

Highways England has produced five short instructional videos featuring
traffic officer Siobhan Wares, explaining how to check tyre pressure, tyre
tread, oil and water levels and lights to help prevent needless breakdowns
and cut the unnecessary delays they cause.

The videos cover:

checking tyres: prior to setting off on a long/significant journey,
check your tyre pressures are suitable for the load and the condition of
your tyres, including the spare. Look out for cuts or wear and make sure
the tyres have a minimum tread depth of 1.6mm, which is the legal limit.
checking engine oil: use your dipstick to check oil regularly and before
any long journey, and top up if needed. Take your car back to the garage
if you’re topping up more than usual.
checking water: to ensure you have good visibility, always keep your
screen wash topped up so you can clear debris or dirt off your
windscreen.
checking lights: if your indicators, hazard lights, headlights, fog
lights, reverse lights or brake lights are not functioning properly, you
are putting yourself and your family at risk. In addition, light
malfunctions can be a reason for your vehicle to fail its MoT.

Motorists are also urged to:

check fuel: before setting out, check your fuel levels and make sure you
have enough to get to your destination.

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL97acKxwGOTOmAw-_V5u2q270GX715uPZ


And people are urged to make sure they are prepared for their journey when
the weather is hot.

Drivers should:

take a bottle of water before setting out to ensure you stay hydrated
plan in breaks and leave plenty of time for journeys
check the weather forecast for your destination
check travel conditions before setting out and, where it is safe to do
so, during journeys
ensure you and your car are fit for the journey

For more information on how to carry out your vehicle checks, visit the
Vehicle Checks website.

As more smart motorways are introduced it is becoming increasingly important
that drivers familiarise themselves with driving on them. One of the most
important signals – the Red X – is used to identify when a lane is closed and
indicates that drivers should move into an open lane to continue their
journeys. Driving in a closed lane is risky, as there could be debris in the
road or an accident or breakdown up ahead. Keeping the lane clear gives the
emergency services the access they need to help. For further advice, please
visit our web page on Driving on a Smart Motorway.

More information can be found on our website or by calling our information
line (0300 123 5000) where you can keep up to date with conditions on the
roads.

General enquiries

Members of the public should contact the Highways England customer contact
centre on 0300 123 5000.

Media enquiries

Journalists should contact the Highways England press office on 0844 693 1448
and use the menu to speak to the most appropriate press officer.

News story: LOGNET 18-1: modernising
defence logistics 7 to 8 June 2018

With an aim of enabling better sustainment of the Armed Forces, LOGNET sought
to retain a continuous dialogue between industry and Defence by explaining
the challenges which Defence is currently seeking to solve. It highlighted
emerging themes where focussed effort was being placed, with the broad
spectrum of attendees from across the logistic enterprise providing a useful
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forum for developing ideas and exploring a breadth of views.

Major General Angus Fay CB, the Assistant Chief of the Defence Staff
(Logistic Operations) opened the event with the strategic context for Defence
Logistics:

Coming out of the campaigning era, logistics needed to be made fit
for purpose and we have achieved that. But Defence is still
transforming and we have big challenges. Currently we are
supporting 32 named operations in five continents, enabling over 20
training teams, deploying a force out to Ex SAIF SAREEA in Oman
later this year, and at the same time maintaining a physical Royal
Navy presence in the Pacific.

From this, the question I’ve been asked is how do we make ourselves
more deployable and how do we make ourselves more lethal at the far
end? The answer is readiness and being materially ready. And this
idea of being prepared and responsive to deploy to continental
Europe, the Middle East and to the Pacific remains a major
challenge for us. Trying to address these issues is why we need to
continue to modernise Defence logistics.

The General’s introduction was followed by presentations from the j-Hub on
how they are attempting to achieve faster procurement, an overview of the
North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) Sustainment Procurement Agency and
the benefits it can provide to civilian companies, and briefs from the
Concept and Force Development team on potential areas of technology to
conduct research and development. The remainder of the conference focussed on
two key technologies that Defence Logistic intends on advancing; additive
manufacture and logistic information systems. The deep dives on these areas
provided useful feedback from delegates on where they could be better
developed, whilst drawing together the stakeholders from Defence to create a
coherent view of how they will be driven forward in a productive and
efficient manner.



Delegates conduct workshops on logistic information systems and career
streams. Crown Copyright 2018. Photographer: Major John Vance.

LOGNET 18-1 was fortunate to have two further keynote speeches. The first
from Charles Forte, Chief Information Officer for the Ministry of Defence,
opened the second day by laying out the challenges for information in the
modern age of Defence. Air Vice Marshal (Retd) Matt Wiles provided a
different perspective with an industry view of working with Defence,
outlining Team Leidos’ success on the Logistic Commodities and Service
Transformation Programme.

The outcomes of LOGNET 18-1 will be included in a report to be distributed
and fed into a follow-up event later in the year.

18-2 is currently scheduled to be held on 9 October 2018 in London, and those
wishing to attend can register at https://lognet18-2.eventbrite.co.uk.

If you would like further information on LOGNET or any of the information
briefed at the event, please get in touch with the LOGNET team on 0207 807
8598.

https://lognet18-2.eventbrite.co.uk/


News story: Support schools to
maximise their resources and budgets

Over the course of the 2017/18 academic year, the Department for Education,
through the Education and Skills Funding Agency (ESFA), has piloted using
School Resource Management Advisers (SRMAs). We’ve run the pilot with support
from the Institute of School Business Leadership (ISBL).

Since January, SRMAs have provided impartial, expert business advice to
schools and academy trusts. This includes how to make best use of their
revenue and capital resources to deliver educational outcomes and contribute
to whole-school improvement.

ESFA prioritises those schools/trusts that will benefit the most from this
support. SRMAs then work through their financial information to identify ways
to improve how they deploy staff or make more effective use of non-staff
resources.

SRMAs also consider whether the trust or school uses an integrated curriculum
and financial planning (ICFP) approach and how they carry this out.

So far, the results have been encouraging and SRMAs have been well received
by the schools and trusts in the pilot who can see the real value of this
service.

We are now in a position where we want to roll this service out more widely.
To do this, we will be tendering for:

Organisations to manage the supply of SRMAs.1.
An organisation to develop and deliver induction and an accreditation2.
process.

Suppliers of the management and supply contract will undertake activities
including:

identify potential SRMAs to go through an induction and accreditation
process
manage deployment of SRMAs throughout the contract period
maintain a record of accredited SRMAs throughout the contract period,
informing ESFA of any changes
match SRMAs to monthly ESFA deployment commissions
manage the contracts and payments to SRMAs or their employers
liaise with ESFA on progress of SRMAs and any issues that arise during
the contract period

SRMAs must have at least 2 years’ experience of school business management or
financial management. They must have a good understanding of how the school
system works. Experience as an accountant, school business professional, or
similar role is desirable as is specialist experience in the school sector
including, but not limited to, estates management, HR and procurement.
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The key activities under the accreditation contract will be to:

develop and deliver induction sessions for potential SRMAs identified by
the winners of the management and supply contract
develop and deliver a robust accreditation process, testing the
candidates’ understanding of strategic school finances and the
integrated curriculum financial planning (ICFP) approach

ESFA will be tendering for these services over the summer and expects to
release the documentation later in July. We will run the tender process
through the Bravo e-Procurement tool.

We will only make the tender documentation available through Bravo at the
launch of the procurement.

This is an exciting opportunity. If you are interested in bidding, you can
register on the Bravo e-procurement system now in advance of the tender
launch.

https://education.bravosolution.co.uk/web/login.shtml

