
News story: UK Hydrographic Office
2017-2018 Annual Report released

The UK Hydrographic Office has released its Annual Report and Accounts for
2017 to 2018.

In addition to its performance report, accountability report and financial
statements, the document contains information about the organisation’s
transformation to become a marine geospatial information agency and a number
of case studies that showcase its work.

You can download and view the document using the links below:

UK Hydrographic Office Annual Report and Accounts for 2017 to 2018
(interactive version)

UK Hydrographic Office Annual Report and Accounts for 2017 to 2018 (PDF)

The UKHO is an executive agency and operates as a trading fund within the
Ministry of Defence. This paper was laid before Parliament in response to a
legislative requirement or as a Return to an Address and was ordered to be
printed by the House of Commons.

News story: 6 things you need to know
about our performance

1. We processed more filings than ever before
620,285 new companies incorporated this year and the total register size at
31 March 2018 was 4,033,355.

Our staff processed more filings than ever before. We accepted over 11
million transactions and data on the register was accessed for free more than
2 billion times.

2. We increased the number of accounts you can file
This year, we completed work on our digital systems to allow 99% of accounts
types (by volume) to be filed digitally. This includes a system that allows
companies to file the new abridged accounts type.
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This is important progress for us. It makes it easier for companies to file
their accounts and makes them more accessible to people deciding whether to
do business with a company.

3. We introduced our ‘report it now’ function to
improve data quality
We launched ‘report it now’ on our Companies House Service (CHS). This new
function allows customers to tell us about anything that’s wrong with the
information on the register.

This has been a huge success, with 58,352 reports between its launch in July
2017 and 31 March 2018. We’re using this customer feedback to help improve
the quality of our data, working with companies to ensure they file the right
information and that it stays correct and up to date.

4. We increased PSC information on the register
Our public register of people with significant control (PSC) is the first of
its kind worldwide, and PSC information was accessed over 5 million times
last year. The data shows us who controls UK companies and supports the
government’s commitment to improving corporate transparency.

This year, we developed our systems to allow more types of businesses to file
their PSC information. For example, we now have PSC information for Scottish
limited partnerships (SLPs). This has made SLPs more transparent, helping law
enforcement in their fight against economic crime.

5. We retained our Customer Service Excellence
award
We’re delighted to retain the Customer Service Excellence standard this year.
The standard focuses on priority areas for our customers, such as timeliness
of service, professionalism, staff attitude and using customer insight to
drive service improvement. We scored highly across all these areas.

We also achieved our second successive Investors in People gold award,
showing our commitment to hiring a diverse workforce that reflects the
customers and communities we serve.

6. We exceeded our efficiency target
Our efficiency target was to reduce the costs of our baseline activities by
3.5%. We exceeded this target and achieved a final efficiency value of 5%.

We remain committed to providing fast and efficient services, and our
business plan for 2018 to 2019 explains the aims of our new transformation
programme. This programme will result in brilliant people, delivering
brilliant services, through brilliant systems.
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Read the full report.

Press release: HMRC warns it’s time to
declare offshore assets

HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC) is urging UK taxpayers to come forward and
declare any foreign income or profits on offshore assets before 30 September
to avoid higher tax penalties.

New legislation called ‘Requirement to Correct’ requires UK taxpayers to
notify HMRC about any offshore tax liabilities relating to UK income tax,
capital gains tax, or inheritance tax.

However, some UK taxpayers may not realise they have a requirement to declare
their overseas financial interests. Under the rules, actions like renting out
a property abroad, transferring income and assets from one country to
another, or even renting out a UK property when living abroad could mean
taxpayers face a tax bill in the UK.

The Financial Secretary to the Treasury, Mel Stride MP, said:

Since 2010 we have secured over £2.8bn for our vital public
services by tackling offshore tax evaders, and we will continue to
relentlessly crack down on those not playing by the rules.

This new measure will place higher penalties on those who do not
contact HMRC and ensure their offshore tax liabilities are correct.
I urge anyone affected to get in touch with HMRC now.

From 1 October more than 100 countries, including the UK, will be able to
exchange data on financial accounts under the Common Reporting Standard
(CRS). CRS data will significantly enhance HMRC’s ability to detect offshore
non-compliance and it is in taxpayers’ interests to correct any non-
compliance before that data is received.

The most common reasons for declaring offshore tax are in relation to foreign
property, investment income and moving money into the UK from abroad. Over
17,000 people have already contacted HMRC to notify the department about tax
due from sources of foreign income, such as their holiday homes and overseas
properties.

Customers can correct their tax liabilities by:

Using HMRC’s digital disclosure service as part of the Worldwide
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Disclosure Facility or any other service provided by HMRC as a means of
correcting tax non-compliance.

Telling an officer of HMRC in the course of an enquiry into your
affairs.

Or using any other method agreed with HMRC.

Once a customer has notified HMRC by 30 September of their intention to make
a declaration, they will then have 90 days to make the full disclosure and
pay any tax owed.

If taxpayers are confident that their tax affairs are in order, then they do
not need to worry. If anyone is unsure, HMRC recommends they seek advice from
a professional tax adviser or agent.

Further Information

Examples of offshore assets include: art and antiques; bank and other1.
savings accounts; boats; cash; debts owed to you; gold and silver
articles; government securities; jewellery; land and buildings,
including holiday timeshare; life assurance policies and pensions; other
accounts, such as stockbroker’s or solicitors’; other bond deposits and
loans including personal portfolio bonds; rights or intellectual
property including image rights; stocks and shares; trusts including
employee benefit trusts and self-employed persons trusts; and vehicles.

New ‘Requirement to Correct’ legislation was introduced as part of the2.
Finance (No. 2) Act 2017.

Further guidance on Requirement to Correct is available on GOV.UK.3.

Follow HMRC’s Press Office on Twitter @HMRCpressoffice.4.

HMRC’s Flickr channel.5.

News story: Recruitment of Non-
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Executive Director

Person Specification
We are looking to recruit one individual who will bring the following skills
to the VMD’s Management Board and Audit and Risk Assurance Committee:

An appreciation of the functions and responsibilities of a public1.
service organisation and how such organisations have been responding to
the drive for efficiency across Government.

An ability to communicate and build relationships at all levels and good2.
interpersonal skills, including the ability to negotiate, persuade and
build partnerships at all levels.

The ability to provide impartial, objective and pragmatic advice, to3.
contribute to discussions at a strategic level and to think creatively,
and bring independent judgement to bear on issues of strategy,
performance and resources.

A specialism in one or more of the following:4.

Senior management experience on a board or at senior management level of
running and overseeing a commercial business. This should include
experience of financial controls, the use of management information to
drive business improvement and working in partnership with other
organisations to deliver outcomes, products or services.

Experience of working within the animal health sector and an
understanding of the science related to livestock husbandry, animal
welfare, or veterinary science and/or functional animal nutrition.

Experience of working on an audit committee.

Experience of working in the IT industry.

You will need to demonstrate in your written application examples of where
your experience matches these essential skills.
We would like in particular to encourage applications from those who have
experience in the animal health/veterinary sectors.
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Additional Information
For an information pack please contact Chris Abbott:
c.abbott@vmd.defra.gsi.gov.uk

How to Apply
To apply, please send a CV and covering letter giving clear examples in no
more than 1000 words of where your experience matches the essential skills
mentioned above to:

Chris Abbott, Veterinary Medicines Directorate, Woodham Lane, New Haw,
Addlestone, Surrey KT15 3LS

or c.abbott@vmd.defra.gsi.gov.uk

To be received no later than noon, Friday 14 September 2018.

Please also include contact details of two referees who can be contacted to
provide a reference prior to interview.

All candidates will be required to complete the following forms:

Diversity Monitoring Questionnaire
Political Activity Questionnaire.

News story: Compilation of
Scholarships and Fellowships for
Singaporeans

Chevening: The Prestigious UK Government
Scholarship Scheme
Chevening Scholarships are for postgraduate studies in the UK, taught courses
at almost any university and on almost any course. Upon completion of their
programme, Chevening scholars become part of the Chevening Alumni, an
extensive network of professionals from a wide variety of fields.

Amongst other eligibility requirements, applicants must be able to return to
their country of citizenship for a minimum of two years after their award has
ended, have at least two years’ work experience, have an undergraduate degree
that will enable them to gain entry into a postgraduate programme at a UK
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University and be able to explain how they are a leader in line of work or
area of specialist interest or expertise.

Commonwealth Scholarships and Fellowships
The Royal Commonwealth Society of Singapore was re-established in 2016 to
promote the Commonwealth and to provide new Scholarships and Fellowships for
eligible Singaporeans. These are:

The Singapore Commonwealth Scholarship in Innovation is available to students
to undertake a postgraduate programme at a UK University. The programme
should include an aspect of research or development in an innovation related
area.

The Singapore Commonwealth Fellowship in Innovation supports applicants with
a clear research plan to collaborate with a British institution. Applicants
must have an agreement from a university, company, or other body in the UK
that they can undertake a Fellowship collaboration with them.

Separately the Commonwealth Rutherford Fellowships are a global scheme of up
to 50 Fellowships, available for researchers to spend one or two years at an
eligible UK university conducting post doctoral research.
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Scholarships awarded by UK Universities to
Singaporeans
University of Cambridge
Various Undergraduate and Graduate scholarships are on offer, including:

The NUS Cambridge Scholarship. This scholarship is available for PhD students
who are citizens and permanent residents of Singapore. Applicants should
simultaneously apply to the University of Cambridge and the National
University of Singapore. Successful applicants are expected to work at NUS
after completion of their PhD.
The Amy Li Cambridge Scholarship. This scholarship is available to students
studying for a BA in Physics, Engineering, Mathematics, or Chemical
Engineering. It is worth £16,000 a year. No separate application is required.

Individual Cambridge colleges may also offer scholarships to their students.
To check for scholarships offered directly by the college you wish to apply
to, please refer to their website. An example of this is the Lee Kuan Yew
Fitzwilliam Scholarship Fund provided by Fitzwilliam College, which provides
opportunities to support graduate research by talented young academics from
Singapore or working in fields with some connection to Singapore. These
includes:

The Hong Leong – Lee Kuan Yew Masters Scholarship, which guarantees a full
funding package for the successful student for a one-year course.

The Kuok Family – Lee Kuan Yew PhD Scholarship, which guarantees a full
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funding package for the successful student, for three years, subject to
annual review

University of Oxford
Various Undergraduate and Graduate scholarships are on offer to eligible
applicants.

London School of Economics and Political Science
Various Undergraduate and Graduate scholarships are on offer to eligible
applicants, including the Graduate Support Scheme, which is open to eligible
applicants for a majority of diploma and taught master’s study. The value of
an award ranges from £5,000 to £15,000, depending on financial need.

Royal Holloway, University of London
Various Undergraduate and Postgraduate scholarships are on offer to eligible
applicants, including:

The International Excellence Scholarships, which provides a tuition fee
waiver of £10,000 over three years for international students studying any
subject with expected grades of AAA at A Level or equivalent.

The Royal Holloway Engineering Excellence Scholarship, which is open to new
students studying for a degree within Electronic Engineering with expected
grades of AAA at A Levels or equivalent. This scheme provides a tuition fee
waiver worth £3,500 in the first year of the programme.

University of Warwick
Various Postgraduate scholarships are on offer to eligible applicants,
including the Friends of the University Warwick in Singapore Scholarship. Up
to two scholarships are funded through the Friends of the University of
Warwick in Singapore Trust. The scholarships are offered to financially
disadvantaged Singaporean citizens and Permanent Residents who have received
an offer from Warwick.

University College London
Various Undergraduate and Graduate scholarships are on offer to eligible
applicants including The Denys Holland Scholarship, which is awarded to
students in financial hardship who are able to demonstrate that they would
not be able to study at UCL without the scholarship. It is worth £9,000 per
year for 3 years. Scholars can use all or part of the award to cover their
fees, and any remainder will be paid as a stipend.

Imperial College London
Various Undergraduate and Postgraduate scholarships are on offer to eligible
applicants, including the World Scientific Scholarship, which is awarded on
the basis of academic merit and financial need. This scholarship is open to
ASEAN students who have been offered a place at Imperial College London. It
is worth £5,000 a year for up to 4 years and subject to satisfactory academic
progress.

St Andrew’s University
Various Undergraduate and Postgraduate scholarships are on offer to eligible
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applicants.

University of Edinburgh
Various Undergraduate and Postgraduate scholarships are on offer to eligible
applicants.

Queen Mary University, London
Various Undergraduate and Postgraduate scholarships are on offer to eligible
applicants. Many of QMUL’s scholarships are awarded automatically when entry
requirements are met, which means that there is no need to apply separately.
These include the International Science and Engineering Excellence Awards
(worth £3,000 for the first year and given automatically to all overseas
undergraduate students who meet the entry requirements), the QMUL Anniversary
Scholarship and the First Year Scholarship (awarded to first year LLB
students and worth £1,000 a year, with second and final year scholarships
also available).

King’s College, London
Various Undergraduate and Postgraduate scholarships are on offer to eligible
applicants, including the Singapore Scholarship Fund, worth up to £20,000 for
eligible Singaporean nationals to undertake an undergraduate or postgraduate
taught programme in Law, Natural & Mathematical Sciences, Arts & Humanities,
or Social Science & Public Policy.

University of Leicester
Various Undergraduate and Postgraduate scholarships are on offer to eligible
applicants, including the Aviva Scholarship Programme, which offers a 20%
tuition fee discount to selected, academically outstanding students from
Singapore for most full-time undergraduate and postgraduate taught
programmes.

University of Sussex
Various Undergraduate scholarships and Masters courses are on offer to
eligible applicants, including the Sussex Excellence Scholarship (a cash
award of £3,000 in the first year of a three or four year undergraduate
degree programme for those who achieve AAA in A Levels, or 36 points and
above in IB) and the Chancellor’s International Scholarship (50% off
international student fee for one year for any student enrolled in a full
time Postgraduate taught degree for certain courses).

City, University of London
Various Undergraduate and Postgraduate scholarships are on offer to eligible
applicants, including:

The Aviva Scholarship, which covers 20% of overseas tuition fees for selected
courses in the School of Health Sciences, School of Mathematics, Computer
Science and Engineering and School of Arts and Social Sciences. Students from
Singapore who are Aviva customers, or who parents are Aviva customers, are
eligible to apply.

The Cass Business School International Scholarships, a scholarship offering
£2000 towards Year 1 tuition fees only. Students with outstanding grades who
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have accepted an offer from Cass Business School as their firm choice are
encouraged to apply.

The Global Leaders Scholarships, a scholarship worth £1,000 for the first
year of study. Applicants are evaluated based on their grades and personal
statements.

The President’s International Scholarship, for students who achieve AAA
grades or above in A Levels or score of 35 and above (grade requirements for
different courses may vary). Students who are awarded the scholarship will
receive £2,000 pounds a year for a maximum of three years and is subject to
satisfactory academic performance.

University of Durham
Various Undergraduate and Postgraduate scholarships are on offer to eligible
applicants, including the BP Scholarship for up to 10 Durham students
studying selected courses in science, engineering, management or economics
and is worth £3,000 a year. Recipients will also be fast tracked to an
interview for an internship or graduate role. Eligible students in the first
term of their first year at Durham are sent details on how to apply and
scholarships are awarded based on academic merit and potential.

Other schemes which may support study in the UK
include:
Agency for Science, Technology and Research (A*STAR)
Various scholarships are on offer to eligible applicants, including the
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National Science Scholarship (PhD), a fully-funded scholarship enables
Singaporean students with a passion for biomedical sciences, physical
sciences and engineering, to study at top research universities around the
world.

Lee Kuan Yew Scholarship
This scholarship was set-up by the Tanjong Pagar Citizens’ Consultative
Committee with funding from the public. Restricted to Singaporean citizens,
Lee Kuan Yew Scholarship recipients can pursue postgraduate studies overseas
or locally to develop their potential as leaders in their respective fields.
There are no restrictions on the course of study.

The Royal Society
Various research grants are on offer to eligible
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