
News story: Have your say on the UK’s
future trade negotiations

You can now have your say on our prospective trade negotiations.

Take part in the online consultations

For the first time in over 40 years, the UK will be able to determine who we
trade with and the public will have a say on the terms of these trading
agreements.

We want to maximise our trade opportunities globally and across all countries
– both by boosting our trading relationships with old friends and new allies,
and by seeking a deep and special partnership with the EU.

In 6 month’s time, the UK will have the opportunity to begin negotiating,
signing, and ratifying Free Trade Agreements to bring them into force from
January 2021.

In preparation for this, the UK Government is consulting with members of the
public, businesses, trade experts, and any other interested organisations to
help inform this work. This initial consultation process will inform our
overall approach to our future trade relationship.

There are 4 online consultations:

Consultation on trade negotiations with the United States
Consultation on trade negotiations with Australia
Consultation on trade negotiations with New Zealand
Consultation on the UK potentially seeking accession to the
Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership
(CPTPP)

These agreements could:

enable increased trade and investment
secure access for UK exporters to the key markets of today and the
future
give consumers access to a greater range of products at lower prices
make the UK more innovative, competitive and prosperous.

At the launch event International Trade Secretary Liam Fox said:

These consultations are about how we position ourselves as Global
Britain. To build the export markets, investment opportunities and
trading relationships of the future.
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Trade affects us all – whether it is through the prices and
availability of product on our supermarket shelves, to the
resources available for our public services, to the jobs and
investment on which we all rely. 

Watch our video to find out more

How will the consultations work?

The benefits of trade agreements

Boosting economic growth in the UK by encouraging more competition,
investment and innovation.
Contributing to global prosperity, by boosting economic growth in
countries that the UK does business with through international supply
chains.
Increased global prosperity supports social cohesion within and between
countries, and in turn political stability, which is one of the building
blocks of our collective security.
Some trade agreements can particularly benefit developing countries –
trade can be a vital tool in boosting developing countries’ economic
growth and reducing poverty, while also providing UK consumers and
businesses with goods at competitive prices.
Trade is also an instrument of foreign policy and some countries use
trade policy (including trade agreements) to advance standards and
values.

Trade agreements aim to reduce trade barriers between countries. Barriers can
be taxes charged on goods as they cross borders (tariffs), or different rules
and regulations that can add to trade costs (non-tariff measures). Trade and
investment barriers make it more difficult and costly to trade or invest
overseas. Reducing these barriers can help the flow of goods, services and
money for investment between countries, and help businesses to access markets
they previously weren’t able to. Consumers can benefit from access to a
greater variety of products at lower prices.

Trade agreements do not prevent governments from regulating as they see fit,
and they also do not require governments to privatise any services. The UK
Government is committed to maintaining our high standards for consumers,
workers and the environment, and to protecting our public services, in any
future trade agreements that we conclude.

Take part in the online consultations
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News story: Qatari jet export deal
swings into action

The deal, worth around £5bn includes the aircraft and a bespoke support and
training package. Qatar is now buying nine Hawk trainers, rather than six,
which will also be welcome news for BAE Systems’ factories in Warton and
Brough which make the jets.

Welcoming the news, Defence Secretary Gavin Williamson said:

This monumental, multi-billion-pound deal is now officially in
place, and those from across government and industry who have
worked so hard on it together can be extremely proud to see it
reach this stage. It’s a massive boost to the British defence
industry, helping to support thousands of jobs, and it will help us
further build the trust between the UK and Qatar to tackle the
challenges we both share, support stability in the region and
deliver security at home.

UK Export Finance’s (UKEF) £5bn package of support was vital to securing the
deal, including by providing financing and insurance. UKEF’s role is to
support UK exports including by providing export finance to enable overseas
buyers to purchase goods and services from the UK, and export insurance for
companies selling overseas.

International Trade Secretary, Dr Liam Fox said:

The UK Government is proud to be a part of this hugely significant
export contract, supporting BAE Systems, its nearly 35,000
employees and the 9,000 companies in its supply chain.

This support from UK Export Finance will sustain jobs in one of the
UK’s key industrial sectors, support economic growth, and
strengthen our own defence capabilities as well as those of a key
strategic ally.

BAE Systems Chief Executive, Charles Woodburn said:

This contract, effective today, represents a significant step in
BAE Systems’ long-term relationship with the State of Qatar, as it
becomes the ninth country to choose Typhoon. The proven combination
of Typhoon and Hawk will provide the Qatari Armed Forces with the
most advanced and flexible multi-role combat aircraft on the market
today, along with best in class support and training.
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The Defence Secretary Gavin Williamson and his Qatari counterpart, Dr Khalid
bin Mohammed al Attiyah, oversaw the signing of the deal in Doha in December.
Deliveries of the first Typhoon aircraft are expected to commence in 2022.

The deal also involves a package of training and co-operation between the
British and Qatari Air Forces which will see them working closely together in
the future. A new UK-based Typhoon joint squadron, reformed as No.12
squadron, will comprise both Qatari Emiri Air Force and RAF personnel,
including pilots and ground-crew based at RAF Coningsby in Lincolnshire ahead
of the delivery of the aircraft. It represents a unique initiative, with the
RAF not having formed a squadron with another nation since the Second World
War and the Battle of Britain.

The UK and Qatar share mutual interests in countering violent extremism, and
ensuring stability in the region, and the deal further reinforces those ties
by helping to prevent terrorism from spreading and protecting the prosperity
and security of the UK at home.

Qatar is the ninth country to purchase the Typhoon, with the deal sustaining
thousands of UK jobs. The MOD continues to bang the drum for the UK’s world-
leading aerospace industry, with sales of defence equipment to foreign
customers surging by 53% last year to £9bn.

The UK is a world-leader in the combat air sector, with a mix of skills and
technologies unique in Europe, supporting over 18,000 highly skilled jobs.
The sector delivers a turnover of more than £6bn a year and has made up over
80% of defence exports from the UK over the last ten years.

The support follows the launch of the Government’s Export Strategy, which
sets out how the government will support businesses of all sizes to make the
most of the opportunities presented by markets around the world.

Press release: Southampton paedophile
jailed after Solicitor General’s
referral

A man who sexually assaulted a young girl on repeated occasions has had been
jailed after the Solicitor General, Robert Buckland QC MP, referred his
sentence to the Court of Appeal for being too low.

Antonio Lawrie, now 22, sexually assaulted the victim at least 16 times over
a period of several months. Lawrie was reported to the police when a witness
saw him with his hand under the victim’s dress.

Lawrie was originally sentenced at Southampton Crown Court in June, where he
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was given 2 years imprisonment suspended for 2 years. He was also ordered to
complete a rehabilitation activity, and put on the Sex Offender’s Register
for 10 years. Today, after the Solicitor General’s referral, the Court of
Appeal increased his sentence to 3 years immediate imprisonment.

Speaking after the hearing, the Solicitor General said:

“Lawrie carried out a campaign of sexual assault against a young girl, and I
hope that she will take some comfort from the increased sentence today.
Lawrie continues to pose a threat to other children, and it is therefore
important that he serves an immediate custodial sentence.”

Speech: Supporting Denuclearization

Thank you very much indeed Madam President and I’d like to echo the Kuwaiti
representative and the Equatorial Guinea representative in sending our
condolences to all those around the world who have been affected by the
recent hurricanes and flooding. And I think the Kuwaiti representative was
quite right to point out the link with climate change and this is one reason
why this Council needs to stay abreast of the developments on climate change,
so thank you to him for raising that.

I’ve listened very carefully Madam President to what colleagues have said
this morning. The unity of the Council has been really critical on this issue
and all the more so because on other issues including those relating to WMD,
Council action has been blocked and it’s been blocked because of one Council
member. We have a very significant opportunity Madam President to improve the
strategic situation on the Korean Peninsula. I think the Swedish
representative referred to this as a momentous moment and I think that’s
exactly the right word to use. What is happening on the Korean peninsula has
the potential to affect the countries of the two colleagues sitting at the
table. But if we can get it right, if we can make a success of non-
proliferation in DPRK then we improve safety and security, not just for the
region, but actually for the whole world.

You said Madam President that the Council had passed historic sanctions
showing historic unity. We have a real chance for success here and I find it
very hard to comprehend why anyone, why one Council member would put that
opportunity at risk given what is at stake.

The Chinese ambassador referred to the 1950s and the Cold War. We don’t
debate how DPRK came about to have nuclear weapons, but we all agree that it
is vital that she completes denuclearization, and I’ll come back to that
point in a minute. But it’s a very serious issue Madam President. It has, if
you like, been hanging over the region and the world since the 1950s and the
Council has been united recently in trying to tackle it and we would appeal
to all Council members not to put that unity at risk but to continue efforts.
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I wanted to thank the Undersecretary-General for her briefing. I think there
have been as she said some important political developments and we welcome
the upcoming trip of President Moon and we hope this will further encourage
DPRK to take decisive steps towards denuclearization. I did just want to say
in that context though there is no equivalence between WMD and possession and
threats to use and the sorts of bilateral co-operative military exercises
that we have seen between the United States and the Republic of Korea.

And I think as other speakers did Madam President I want to echo the fact
that next week our leaders will be here for High-Level Week. These important
questions will be discussed. People will be looking at the Council even more
than usual to see our leaders take their responsibilities and deliver unity
and progress so this critical issue of WMD and nuclear proliferation can be
properly addressed.

Turning to sanctions Madam President, all evidence related to sanctions
implementation is reviewed with care and States that neighbour DPRK have a
particular responsibility. And our unanimously agreed sanctions measures
clearly draw a distinction between legitimate economic activity and
sanctionable offences. And I’d just like to say that I very much welcome the
assurances that the Chinese Ambassador set out today.

And we particularly need, for the reasons you set out Madam President in your
national capacity, we particularly need monitoring of DPRK coal exports and
oil exports. DPRK has shown itself able to seek creative ways to bypass
checks and violate sanctions. We support the US assessment that the UNSC
mandated cap on imports of refined petroleum has likely been breached. We
need to be vigilant about this and this includes ship-to-ship transfers of
refined petroleum to DPRK vessels at sea. The cap demonstrates international
commitment to upholding the rules-based international order and we call on
all States but – particularly given their special nuclear responsibilities –
particularly P5 Members to ensure that agreed sanctions are adhered to.

You mentioned the Panel of Experts Madam President and a number of colleagues
have also referred to that. We think it is important that the Panel of
Experts report should be submitted in its original form. The Panel have
produced an extensive and well-researched report, showing the extent of
DPRK’s sanctions evasion, and the Security Council has unanimously agreed a
comprehensive set of resolutions on DPRK, and publication of these reports is
one of the commitments we have all signed up to. So we look to all colleagues
on the Council to enforce these commitments strictly and the independent
Panel reporting is a very essential tool. I just want to stress that it is an
essential tool for carrying out sanctions implementation to the full and
ensuring that evasions are clamped down on.

On the UN command, I take the points about history. As a number of colleagues
have said, this is a legacy from the 1950s and it is highly unusual. All
requests for shipments of material in the Demilitarized Zone must be
scrutinised and they must be checked for compliance with sanctions. It is
important that this diligence continues.

There has been really important outreach Madam President both by your



government and by the government of the Republic of Korea, but sadly
Pyongyang has not yet taken decisive steps towards complete, verifiable and
irreversible denuclearization. The Council debate next week will be a very
important window of opportunity that shouldn’t be wasted. The United Kingdom
is fully committed to supporting and assisting denuclearization in any way
that we can and I hope that next week we can see very strong and firm Council
unity in support of that goal and in support of full sanctions
implementation.

Thank you very much Madam President.

Press release: Phase Two of the
Community Housing fund is now open

The £163 million fund is available for community-led groups to drive forward
their ambitions for delivering new affordable housing schemes across England
up to 31st March 2020.

Phase One of the fund launched in July, supports applications for capacity
building, pre-development revenue funding and capital funding for local
infrastructure projects.

Phase Two bidding is now open to eligible organisations to bid for capital
grants to fund the costs of acquiring land and building community-led housing
schemes.

The fund aims to give local people a leading and lasting role in delivering
local affordable housing.

Jackie Jacob, General Manager for Housing Programmes, at Homes England said:
“Community-led housing is about giving local people the lead to solve local
housing problems and provide affordable homes in their communities.

“At Homes England, we’re committed to increasing the supply of affordable
housing where it’s most needed. It’s great to make funding available for
community groups across England to transform how the homes are delivered
locally.”
Bidding is open to a range of organisations. Both Local authorities and
Registered Providers may apply on behalf of community groups to support them
through this process.

Bidding for both phases is now open on a Continuous Market Engagement basis
via the Homes England Portal. This will remain open to new applications until
funding is fully committed or until 31 December 2019, whichever occurs first.

Further details are available in the Prospectus and the Addendum to the
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Prospectus for Phase Two published on Gov.uk

For further media information please contact:

Nosheen Haque, 0161 200 6131, nosheen.haque@homesengland.gov.uk
Or Patsy Cusworth, 020 7393 2201, patsy.cusworth@homesengland.gov.uk

Notes to editors:

In order to ensure that the schemes supported by the Community Housing Fund
are truly community-led, proposals should ensure that:

• Meaningful community engagement and consent occurs throughout the
development process. The community does not necessarily have to initiate and
manage the process, or build the homes themselves, though some may do;

• The local community group or organisation owns, manages or stewards the
homes and in a manner of their choosing, and this may be done through a
mutually supported arrangement with a Registered Provider that owns the
freehold or leasehold for the property; and

• The benefits to the local area and/or specified community must be clearly
defined and legally protected in perpetuity.

Bidding is open to all organisations which are, or intend to become,
constituted as a body corporate, or an equivalent form of constituted body.
Eligible organisations include, but are not restricted to:

• Registered charity;

• Company Limited By Guarantee;

• Community Benefit Society

• Co-operative Society;

• Community Interest Company;

• An organisation of another type operating as a social enterprise and
principally reinvesting their surpluses for social benefit;

• Registered Provider of social housing; or

• Local authority.

Organisations which intend to be the landlord of low-cost rental properties
funded by Homes England capital grant programmes must be – or intend to
become – registered as a provider of social housing (a ‘registered provider’)
with the Social Housing Regulator (‘the Regulator’) before completion of any
developments funded through those programmes and any payment of funding. It
is not, however, a requirement to be a registered provider before applying
for Homes England grant.

The requirement to be a registered provider does not apply to organisations
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that will not act as the landlord of low-cost rental property. Where an
organisation is delivering homes for low-cost homeownership – including
shared ownership – for example, there is no requirement for that organisation
to be a registered provider.

Local authorities or Registered Providers may apply on behalf of community
groups and other organisations and, in those cases, the lead bidding
organisation will remain directly accountable for the funds, where
appropriate.
For applications not directly submitted by community-led organisations the
applicant must demonstrate how the identified community will be engaged in
the development proposal and how this will support the objectives of the
Fund.

All organisations applying to the Fund will be required to submit details of
the proposed activity through the Homes England bidding portal

Homes England is the new housing delivery organisation that has been created
to adopt a more commercial approach to respond to the long term housing
challenges facing this country. The new, expanded agency will play a far
bigger role in investing in supply and intervening in the market to help
deliver 300,000 homes a year by the middle of the next decade.

Homes England will act differently from its predecessor, bringing together
money, land, expertise and planning and compulsory purchase powers to
accelerate the supply of new homes and address affordability issues in areas
of highest demand.

For more information visit Gov.uk or follow us on Twitter
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