
Press release: Attorney General
proposes term extension for Chief
Inspector

The Attorney General, Rt Hon Geoffrey Cox QC MP, has announced his preference
to extend the term of Kevin McGinty CBE as Her Majesty’s Chief Inspector of
the Crown Prosecution Service Inspectorate. Mr McGinty’s term is due to
finish on 31 March 2019 and the Attorney General wishes to reappoint him for
a further two year period.

The appointment is subject to scrutiny by the Justice Select Committee. The
Attorney General has therefore written to the Chair of the Committee, Bob
Neil MP, to explain his intention to extend Mr McGinty’s tenure. The
Committee can ask Mr McGinty to take part in a pre-appointment hearing before
his position is confirmed.

Commenting on the announcement, Attorney General, Rt Hon Geoffrey Cox QC MP
said:

I am pleased to announce my intention to extend Mr McGinty’s tenure
as Chief Inspector by two years. During his four years as Chief
Inspector, Kevin McGinty has proven himself a strong Chief
Inspector who is not afraid to tackle the important and difficult
issues, such as disclosure of evidence by the police and
prosecutors. I hope that the Justice Select Committee will agree
with my assessment that Mr McGinty is the right person at the right
time to inspect the prosecutors.

Commenting on the announcement, Kevin McGinty said:

I am delighted at the prospect of continuing as Chief Inspector for
a further two years. I want to thank the Attorney General for
supporting my mandate to tackle important issues such as CPS
performance. The work of HMCPSI is crucial to ensuring the quality
of our criminal justice system and I hope to continue delivering
high quality inspection programmes.

Notes to editors
Kevin McGinty CBE was appointed in April 2015 by the previous Attorney1.
General, Jeremy Wright, on a fixed four year term. His current tenure is
due to end on 31 March 2019.
If extended, Mr McGinty’s tenure would last until March 2021. At this2.
point, it is expected that an external recruitment process to select a
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new Chief Inspector would be launched by the Attorney General’s Office.
A full biography for Mr McGinty is below.3.

Kevin McGinty curriculum vitae
(PDF, 87.8KB, 2 pages)

News story: 22nd International
Chemical Weapons Demilitarisation
Conference

Dstl is hosting the 22nd annual International Chemical Weapons
Demilitarisation (CWD) Conference. The two-day event on 22 to 24 May 2019 is
at the Park Plaza Hotel Victoria London along with an informal networking
session at the hotel on the eve of the conference.

The CWD conference brings together the world’s largest gathering of
professionals involved in the demilitarisation of chemical weapons. It
provides the opportunity to showcase the global progress in chemical weapon
destruction and enables delegates to develop their knowledge and
understanding with a common goal of a safer, cleaner world.

There will be representation from policy and decision-makers across
international organisations, UK government, the armed forces, industry,
academia, and research and development establishments worldwide.

The conference supports the global effort to eliminate chemical weapons and
fosters co-operation through the exchange of information and ideas relating
to the safe disposal.

Conference topics

The proposed topics for the conference are:

programme planning, technology selection, facility construction,
operations, safe closure of CWD facilities and environmental remediation
and health and safety
expedient destruction methods – how to reduce time and cost
disposal of chemical weapons precursors in commercial facilities
removal and destruction of chemical weapon precursors from Libya
exchange of best practice
chemical safety and security
waste management
explosive detonation technology
recovery of chemical weapons from seas and rivers/lakes
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innovative technologies and services
laboratory and analytical techniques/instrumentation
analytical methods – environmental and biomedical

Further information

For more information, please email cwdconference@dstl.gov.uk.

Read about the 2018 conference

Speech: Peace Agreement in South Sudan
is the first step on a long journey

Thank you very much indeed to General Lacroix and Special Envoy Nicholas
Haysom to whom we say farewell and yet look forward to seeing you very soon
of course; EGAD Special Envoy Ismael Waes who I know has been working on this
dossier for so long and so tirelessly; and also by thanking Ms. Grace John
for the valuable human perspective that you have offered this Council.

Mr President the peace agreement signed last week gives hope to all of us,
none more so than to the 12 million people of South Sudan. And we welcome
very much the commitment that the region has shown on this important issue of
peace and security and we have been consistent in this Council in supporting
EGAD and the work it has done.

And while the peace agreement signed is a significant achievement, it is the
first step on a long journey. We must continue to strive for progress. The
people of South Sudan will continue to suffer if peace is not achieved and
sustained. That conflict has already killed thousands and forced a third of
the population to flee their homes – 2.5 million of whom to neighbouring
countries. Half the population is food insecure. Of the 7 million people who
need humanitarian assistance, over half are children. And these children,
following the years of conflict displacement and economic collapse, are less
likely to receive an education than any other children in the world.

South Sudan’s leaders have seemed at times indifferent to the suffering of
their people, and this is not Mr. President the result of a natural disaster
or an unavoidable situation. It is manmade and so must be the solution.
Starting with political stability – the peace agreement must create the
conditions for a lasting end to the violence. Now as I said the region has
played a vital role in bringing parties to the conflict together and I
commend the much needed commitment and energy that they have invested,
including states around this table.

And now is the time to build on that momentum. A peace agreement on its own
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will not deliver and sustain peace for South Sudan. We need to see continued
engagement by all parties and ensure that words are turned into meaningful
and sustainable actions.

Mr President, those of us who have been saying these things have picked up
some irritation and frustration at those sorts of comments. It’s been said
we’re not being positive enough or that we are undermining a peace process. I
believe that no one will be more positive than those of us around this table
if the process really means an end to the violence and a determination to put
the needs of the people first. And similarly, those of us around this table
have a special responsibility to bring the experience and lessons that we
have from other conflicts, other peace processes and indeed from our
experience of the South Sudan conflict and peace process to bear. It doesn’t
serve the parties to the peace agreement or the people of South Sudan if we
do not use our experience and our knowledge from other peacebuilding
situations, so it is vital that we adapt and use those lessons. In countries
such as Libya, we’ve seen how political agreements can unravel and enable a
relapse into violence. From our experience in Colombia, we’ve seen that
ongoing commitment from the parties is the key factor for successful
implementation of peace agreements.

We’ve also seen the implementation needs support from the region and
sustained determined engagement from this Council. We need to draw from all
of these experiences when we consider the situation in South Sudan as well as
understanding why previous peace processes have not worked in that country,
and therefore focus all of our efforts on successful implementation.

We must ensure this agreement does not repeat past mistakes. The continued
violence even following the most recent ceasefire agreement is extremely
concerning. 19 violations were reported by the Secretary-General between June
and September. The increase in humanitarian access incidents and violence
against humanitarian workers are gravely concerning. 13 humanitarian workers
have been killed in South Sudan this year alone. Further to this, we are
deeply concerned that UNMISS peacekeepers have been repeatedly denied access
to the key areas to allow them to perform their mandated responsibilities.
This is unacceptable and it must end. The region and the international
community must closely monitor violations and ensure those responsible are
held to account. I very much support Ms. John in calling for the
establishment of the hybrid court.

As the international community we must not stand by and allow individuals to
undermine peace. The targeted sanctions being imposed in July are an
important tool. Now just as important now this agreement has been signed.
They can be used to maintain pressure on all the parties to keep the promises
that they have made. The arms embargo signalled that the international
community will not tolerate attempts to impose military solutions. I urge the
region and the wider international community to continue to support these
measures.

The United Kingdom remains committed to peace in South Sudan, but in order to
be convinced of the party’s commitment, we need to see significant change in
approach by the parties to the conflict. They must silence their guns, allow



humanitarian workers to deliver lifesaving assistance, and release political
prisoners. They must show a genuine commitment to effective and accountable
implementation of the peace agreement and must demonstrate that they are
willing to work for the benefit of all South Sudanese, including through
checks on executive majority power and the transparent use of resources.

Mr President, today the peace process stands at a crossroads. To overcome the
challenges ahead, we need unity amongst the international community. We urge
the region to continue to drive forward constructive progress, especially on
security arrangements in step with the UN and international community. Above
all, we urge the leaders of South Sudan to put aside personal interests to
work together for a better future for their people. Thank you Mr President.

Press release: James Brokenshire
removes commissioners from Rotherham
council after 3-year intervention

Communities Secretary, the Rt Hon James Brokenshire MP, has today (18
September 2018) confirmed that he is concluding the government’s intervention
in Rotherham metropolitan borough council and returning all powers to the
authority.

The intervention, which was jointly undertaken by the Ministry and the
Department for Education, began in February 2015 following critical reports
by Baroness Alexis Jay and Dame Louise Casey which uncovered significant
failings at the council that contributed to child sexual exploitation in
Rotherham.

Mr Brokenshire confirmed that following strong progress by the council he
will return control of all services to them on Monday 24 September, including
children’s social care, and withdraw all 3 commissioners.

He added that this was on condition that the council commissions an
independent progress review of delivery of services to be completed by 18
February 2019, before the directions expire on 31 March 2019.

The action follows the gradual return of selected functions to the council on
4 separate occasions since the intervention began in February 2015.

Communities Secretary, The Rt Honorable James Brokenshire MP said:

Vulnerable young people who should have been protected were
repeatedly failed by Rotherham council, which is why the government
stepped in to ensure these errors can never occur again.
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I am pleased that strong progress has now been made at the council
with the support of the commissioners.

The return of all powers to Rotherham council is not a decision
that I take lightly, but I am satisfied that the council has learnt
the lessons of the past and is now able to provide the services its
residents deserve and expect.

Minister for Children and Families, Nadhim Zahawi MP said:

Every child, wherever they live, needs to have access to the right
care and support so they can flourish in life. For too long the
people of Rotherham were let down by the authorities in charge of
protecting them.

The handing back of local children’s services to the council marks
an important step for this town. I am pleased that vulnerable
children in Rotherham are now getting the help they need when they
need it, and I hope to see continuing improvements through the
independent review next year.

Further information
The then-Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government and the
then-Secretary of State for Education exercised their intervention powers on
26 February 2015 as Rotherham metropolitan borough council was failing to
comply with its best value duty. These Directions expire on 31 March 2019.

Three commissioners have been working with Rotherham council. They are:

Mary Ney (Lead Commissioner)
Patricia Bradwell (Children’s Social Care Commissioner)
Julie Kenny CBE, DL (Supporting Commissioner)

There were originally 5 commissioners sent to Rotherham council, led by Sir
Derek Meyers, who was also supported by Stella Manzie CBE and Malcolm Newsam
with Mary Ney and Julie Kenney CBE acting as supporting Commissioners.
Patricia Bradwell replaced Malcolm Newsam in May 2016 and Stella Manzie CBE
left the council in February 2016. Mary Ney was appointed Lead Commissioner
in place of Sir Derek Myers in March 2017.

Selected functions were returned to the council on 11 February 2016, 12
December 2016, 21 March 2017 and 12 September 2017.

The Secretary of State considered representations on his ‘minded to’
decision, which was announced on 23 July, until 16 August before a final
decision.

As part of the decision-making process on the announcement, Mr Brokenshire
and Mr Zahawi met with Rotherham’s MPs on Monday, July 16 who indicated their



support to conclude the intervention.

Office address and general enquiries

2 Marsham Street

London
SW1P 4DF

Contact form
http://forms.communiti…

General enquiries: please use this number if you are a member of the public
030 3444 0000

Media enquiries

Email
newsdesk@communities.gsi.gov.uk

Please use this number if you are a journalist wishing to speak to Press
Office
0303 444 1209

Social media – MHCLG

Twitter – https://twitter.com/mhclg
Flickr – http://www.flickr.com/photos/mhclg
LinkedIn – http://www.linkedin.com/company/mhclg

Press release: Sentence increase for
man who sexually assaulted girls for
25 years

A Cambridge man who repeatedly raped 2 young girls and sexually assaulted 2
others has had his sentence increased after the Solicitor General, Robert
Buckland QC MP, referred it to the Court of Appeal for being too low.

Sazzad Miah, now 83, carried out his abuse over a 25 year period. His first
victim was abused between the ages of 4 and 15. His later victims were aged
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between 4 and 13.

In June this year, Miah was sentenced to 18 years imprisonment with a 1 year
extended licence period at Cambridge Crown Court. Today, this has been
increased to 25 years imprisonment with a 1 year extended licence period
after the Solicitor General referred the case for being unduly lenient.

Commenting on the sentence increase, the Solicitor General said:

“I am pleased the Court of Appeal has agreed that Miah’s sentence deserved to
be higher. To subject four vulnerable children to such horrific sexual
assaults is an abhorrent crime which will undoubtedly have lasting impacts on
the victims, and I hope today’s outcome will provide them with some comfort.”


