
Press release: Foreign Secretary urges
allies to commmit to Yemen peace
process

During a meeting in New York with his US, Saudi and Emirati counterparts, the
Foreign Secretary urged those present to seize the opportunity for political
progress. The group underlined their complete support for the UN process led
by Special Envoy Martin Griffiths.

The group also discussed the destabilising effect of Iran on Yemen and the
wider region, and how to put in place confidence-building measures following
the breakdown of the Geneva peace talks.

In the context of a rapidly deteriorating humanitarian situation, the Quad
members discussed how they could provide greater assistance to the Yemeni
people by facilitating the entry of humanitarian and commercial goods into
Yemen.

Further information

Follow the Foreign Office on Twitter @foreignoffice and Facebook

Follow the Foreign Office on Instagram, YouTube and LinkedIn
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support African Union Mission in
Somalia

Today the UK, Somalia, Italy and Ethiopia brought together international
partners in support of Somalia’s security, political and economic reforms.

Minister for Africa Harriett Baldwin co-hosted the meeting at the UN General
Assembly in New York, with Foreign Minister Ahmed Isse Awad of Somalia, State
Minister Hirut Zemene of Ethiopia and Enzo Moavero Milanesi, Minister of
Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation of Italy. Alongside senior
government representatives, UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres, AU Peace
and Security Commissioner Chergui and Neven Mimica, EU Commissioner for
International Cooperation and Development attended.

Minister Baldwin praised the bravery and positive impact of African Union
Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) troops and the Somali forces who are fighting
against Al Shabaab and restoring stability to the country. She emphasised the
importance of a successful transition of responsibility for Somalia’s
security to its own forces. A rushed withdrawal, without sustainable and
predictable funding in place, would jeopardise the fragile progress made over
recent years.

During her visit to Kenya (30 August 2018), the Prime Minister announced over
£7m of additional funding to support AMISOM’s work. She called on the
international community to join the UK in providing additional funding to
AMISOM to ensure it was sufficiently funded to deliver a successful security
transition.

Minister Harriett Baldwin said:

Somalia has a real chance for a better future. One that allows its
people to flourish, provides no space for terrorist groups, and
contributes to regional stability.

Helping to build that future must be a truly international effort.
Today I am calling on Somalia’s friends to contribute to ensure
sustainable funding for AMISOM.

Somalia’s Minister for Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, His
Excellency Ahmed Isse Awad said:

The Federal Government of Somalia remains committed to implementing
the key political, economic and security reforms that will help
Somalia emerge from the many difficult years it has experienced.
The support of the international community has been vital to
Somalia thus far. We look forward to continued engagement and
support with our international partners as we advance our reform
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agenda and the transfer of responsibility for Somalia’s security
from AMISOM to Somali security forces.

Today’s meeting also discussed Somalia’s wider state-building efforts,
including recent progress on political and economic reforms.

The UK is a leading partner for Somalia, and the second largest bilateral
donor. This financial year, the UK will provide approximately £313m of
support to Somalia, contributing to the country’s stability and helping to
make a tangible difference to the lives of its poorest and most vulnerable
people.

During her recent visit to Kenya, Prime Minister May announced additional
funding for Somalia. Over £25m will support Somalia’s efforts to build a
stable and democratic political system, including future one-person-one-vote
elections. Further funding of over £60m will provide lifesaving food, clean
water and medicine, along with support to find stable jobs, to help over a
million people cope with and recover from the impact of conflict and drought.

Further information

Follow Foreign Office Minister Harriett Baldwin on Twitter @hbaldwin

Follow the Foreign Office on Twitter @foreignoffice and Facebook

Follow the Foreign Office on Instagram, YouTube and LinkedIn
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nuclear weapons

Thank you Mr. President.

In March 1963, President Kennedy predicted that as many as 25 nations would
soon develop nuclear weapons, posing what he described as the greatest
possible danger to the survival of humanity. In the event his bleak prophecy
never came to pass. Seven years after Kennedy voiced his fears, the world
summoned the collective wisdom to create the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty, which now has 191 States Parties.

All but a handful of countries put aside their differences and agreed that
global security, indeed the existence of the human race, depended on halting
the spread of nuclear weapons.

Only one country signed the NPT and then sought to withdraw from it. Only one
country promised in this Treaty never to develop nuclear weapons and then did
exactly that. And that country is North Korea which has tested six nuclear
devices in the last 12 years.

Today the international community shares a collective responsibility to
ensure that North Korea complies once again with the rules on which the
safety of every nation depends.

Britain welcomes North Korea’s decision to re-engage in diplomacy since the
beginning of this year. We’re encouraged by the meeting between President
President Moon Jae-in and Kim Jong Un in Pyongyang last week. We hope that
North Korea’s repeated promises to denuclearise are genuine but we note the
lack of concrete steps so far.

Action counts for more than assurances.

Deeds must follow words.

North Korea must comprehensively, verifiably and irreversibly abandon its
nuclear weapons, and the means to build them, in accordance with the
resolutions passed by this Council. Until that moment comes, Britain believes
that the sanctions agreed by the international community should continue to
be rigorously enforced, reflecting our shared belief that North Korea’s
nuclear ambitions threaten the safety of all our peoples.

This Council passed the relevant resolutions as one and we should enforce
them as one until the conditions that caused their adoption have decisively
and irrevocably changed.

Britain will continue to play our part in this effort. We’re supporting the
work of the Sanctions Committee established by Resolution 1718 and the UN
Panel of Experts.

The onus rests on the whole Council to prevent North Korea from evading
sanctions, particularly the controls on refined petroleum products. We
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support the assessment presented by Secretary Pompeo and the United States,
which demonstrates that North Korea has systematically violated the controls
placed on the import of these products and already breached the annual cap
for 2018.

This year, Britain has sent two Royal Navy ships, HMS Sutherland and HMS
Albion, to the Pacific where they have helped to monitor illegal fuel
transfers. A third ship, HMS Argyll, is due in East Asia later this year.

Members of this Council, especially the five permanent members, have a duty
to uphold and enforce the sanctions contained in the resolutions which we
ourselves supported. We mustn’t allow the authority of the Security Council
to be undermined.

Today, North Korea’s leadership has a choice to make. In a country where
200,000 children are acutely malnourished, half of all schools have no access
to running water, and only 3 per cent of roads are paved, the regime has
squandered the nation’s resources and deepened the poverty of its people by
pursuing an illegal stockpile of nuclear weapons.

Far from bringing prestige or security, this arsenal has only increased
tensions in East Asia and brought upon North Korea the most extensive
economic sanctions ever imposed by this Council in the 21st century.

As recently as 1973, North and South Korea had about the same GDP per capita.
Since then, decades of communist economic failure in North Korea have opened
up a twenty-fold disparity: today, North Korea’s GDP per capita is less than
5 per cent of South Korea’s.

But it is not too late to change course. Just as President Kennedy’s
prediction turned out to be pessimistic, there is nothing inevitable about
the road along which North Korea has so far travelled.

Before his regime wastes even more resources, creates yet more poverty and
triggers still greater confrontations, Kim Jong-un could decide to allow his
country to flourish in peace and safety. He could choose to heed the will of
this Council, keep his own promises, and relinquish the nuclear arsenal that
has brought only misery and tension. The decision rests on his shoulders.
Until then, this Council should hold fast to the Resolutions that we passed.

News story: Home Secretary visits
Spain and Germany

Home Secretary Sajid Javid this week (25 and 26 September) visited Spain and
Germany where he stressed the need for continued co-operation with European
partners on security issues.
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Speaking at EFE press in Madrid, the Home Secretary told an audience of
journalists and parliamentarians that the UK and Spain had a shared history
of fighting terrorism and that it needs to be as strong and as effective once
the UK leaves the EU.

In a meeting with his Spanish counterpart Interior Minister Fernando Grande-
Marlaska, they both agreed that the close relationship between the countries
must continue.

The Home Secretary also paid tribute to those who had been victims of terror
at the Garden of Remembrance in Madrid where he had the opportunity to meet
with the parents of Ignacio Echeverría, a Spanish national who died in the
2017 London Bridge attack and who was posthumously awarded the George Medal
for his bravery.

In Germany, the Home Secretary met with leading German government officials
and opinion formers at a policy meeting at the not-for-profit think tank
Körber Stiftung to discuss the future security partnership.

He also discussed the issue with Interior Minister Horst Seehofer in a
meeting that also covered co-operation on migration and serious organised
crime.

The systems and rules to facilitate a continued strong security relationship
between the UK and Germany were the focus of talks with the President of the
German Bundespolizei Dieter Romann. To conclude his visit, Sajid Javid spoke
about the mutual value of close security co-operation with Bundesminister
Helge Braun.

Home Secretary Sajid Javid said:

My visits to Spain and Germany this week showed me once more how
closely our countries work together to keep our citizens safe.

We face many of the same threats from terrorism, serious organised
crime and hostile states.

In my meetings with counterparts in both countries there was a
shared belief that we must continue to work together because these
threats do not respect our borders.

News story: Scientists move away from
the keyboard to beat cyber attackers
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at their own game

Scientists at the Defence Science and Technology Laboratory (Dstl) have
developed a cyber card game which helps staff identify and learn about some
of the key open source techniques a cyber aggressor might use to gain
insight, access and control over industrial and commercial infrastructures.

Extensive testing of the game and positive stakeholder feedback has shown a
very rapid initial learning curve compared to conventional training alone and
this contributed to the game winning the 2018 Dstl ‘Innovator of the Year’
award.

The UK government and commercial sectors face a growing challenge in the form
of cyber-attacks and information warfare from criminals and state actors.
Such attacks take various forms and are often very sophisticated, meaning
they may go unnoticed. Training staff to recognise and counter common
information warfare attack strategies can be difficult, time-consuming and
expensive

The key benefits of Dstl’s cyber card game are that it:

Provides a rapid upskilling in understanding high level, open-source
cyber-attack techniques and enhances learning on possible defensive
strategies
Offers a more enjoyable approach to cyber training – staff have the
option to continue playing in their own time
Is adaptable across a range of audiences and knowledge levels- the game
can be tailored to various scenarios, ranging from a rapid two hour
session for corporate management through to an extended campaign for
cyber professionals
Avoids using classified information, and therefore does not need
security clearance to play

The cyber card game is available for license on a non-exclusive basis through
Dstl’s Easy Access IP (EAIP) licencing framework. The EAIP framework allows
companies to develop Dstl’s work at no cost, facilitating commercialisation
of products that will benefit the economy and society.

Dstl has signed their first cyber card game licencing agreement with
Coruscant Productions LLC who plan to develop and market the cyber card game
training approach further.

The lead scientist who developed the game at Dstl said:

It is exciting to see the cyber card game being developed
externally for the benefit of both security and commercial
environments.

Tomas Owen, founder of Coruscant Productions added:
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We are delighted to have the opportunity to license such unique
intellectual property from Dstl. The cyber card game fundamentally
alters the way cyber is thought about, taught and employed.

We’re proud to be chosen as the first licensee, and look forward to
working with cyber training providers across the world with the
goal of ensuring all organisations are better able to understand
and defend against cyber criminals and digital attacks.

For more information, visit Dstl’s Easy Access IP page

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/easy-access-intellectual-property

