
News story: MAIB safety digest 2/2018
published

The latest collection of cases detailing analyses of accidents involving
vessels from the merchant, fishing and recreational sectors is now available
here.
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Press release: UK closing statement at
39th UN Human Rights Council

Lord (Tariq) Ahmad of Wimbledon gave the following statement at
the 39th session of the UN Human Rights Council on 28 September
2018:

The UN Human Rights Council concluded its 39th session today with important
resolutions on Syria, Yemen, Sudan, Burma and a number of other pressing
issues.

As I said during my speech at the Council on 17 September, human rights
remain under threat around the world. The United Kingdom remains committed to
the promotion and protection of human rights and the rules based
international system, of which the Human Rights Council is such an important
part. It is essential that we work together with other UN member states to
ensure accountability for those who violate the rights of their citizens.

While visiting the Council I was delighted to meet High Commissioner Bachelet
during her inaugural session. Her extraordinary wealth of knowledge as well
as her professional and personal experience will be invaluable in her role –
I wish her well.

Burma

I welcome the Council’s establishment of a mechanism to collect and preserve
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evidence of the human rights atrocities carried out, primarily by the
military, in Burma. This resolution, tabled jointly by the OIC and the EU,
shows that the international community as a whole is united in its focus on
Burma. The mechanism is an important stepping stone on the road to
accountability and justice; Burma now needs to show it will cooperate with
this mechanism. Burma’s government and military must also show that its
Commission of Inquiry will be an impartial, independent and credible process
that leads to perpetrators of human rights violations being held to account.

Syria

Turning to Syria, the Council must continue to shine a light on the dire
situation there and I welcome the resolution adopted by the Council. The
Commission of Inquiry has exposed the ongoing violations of international
law, including the regime’s persistent use of chemical weapons, torture and
forced displacement. Further steps to protect civilians are urgently needed,
and so the agreement between Russia and Turkey to avoid a military offensive
in Idlib is encouraging.

Yemen

I am pleased that the mandate of the Yemen Group of Eminent Experts has been
renewed, though disappointed that a single consensus resolution was not
possible. Given the gravity of the situation in Yemen it is important to give
the Group of Eminent Experts more time to fully examine the conflict and to
ensure that their conclusions accurately reflect the conduct of all parties
in future reporting. It is clear that many incidents and alleged violations,
committed by all parties, have not yet been fully documented, particularly
those by Houthis in Hodeidah and the rest of Northern Yemen.

Venezuela

Elsewhere, I welcome the Lima Group’s resolution on Venezuela which reflects
the deep international concern at the sharply deteriorating social and
economic conditions affecting the Venezuelan people.

Sudan, Burundi, Central Africa Republic, Somalia and DRC

I am pleased that the Council renewed the Mandate of the Independent Expert
on Sudan and note the Government of Sudan’s commitment to open a fully
mandated OHCHR office. I also welcome the renewal of mandates of the
Commission of Inquiry on Burundi and the Independent Expert for Central
Africa Republic, as well as the Council’s continued focus on the human rights
situations in Somalia and Democratic Republic of Congo.

I welcome the work of the Office of the High Commissioner to bring attention
to the issue of the safety of journalists, and the strong message sent by the
resolution adopted by the Council. States which stifle free speech and
prevent or restrict media freedom do not thrive; politically, socially or
economically. I condemn the increasing pattern of threats and intimidation of
journalists, media workers and all those who want to freely express their
views.



The work of the Human Rights Council is vital in bringing states together to
protect and promote universal human rights around the world.

The UK Government plays, and will continue to play, an active role at the
Council and will continue to support its efforts to hold to account those who
perpetrate violations and abuses of human rights.

Further information

Follow Foreign Office Minister Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon on Twitter
@tariqahmadbt

Follow the Foreign Office on Twitter @foreignoffice and Facebook

Follow the Foreign Office on Instagram, YouTube and LinkedIn
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News story: Jenrick: ‘Treasury
supports Bake Off fever’

Charities can boost their donations by an extra 25 per cent for fundraisers
like Macmillan Cancer Support’s ‘World’s Biggest Coffee Morning’ if they ask
for donations rather than charging for food and drink.

Gift Aid can be claimed on charitable donations from taxpayers, but not when
the money is given in exchange for goods. It is feared that many charity bake
sales could be losing out because they directly charge for the item they are
selling.

On the day of Macmillan’s Coffee Morning, which last year raised over £27
million to help support people living with cancer, the Minister is clarifying
that by asking for donations instead of charging for food and drink, they can
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make the contributions go further. Macmillan has said that if everyone
claimed Gift Aid on their Coffee Morning donations this year an extra £2
million could be raised.

The Exchequer Secretary to the Treasury, Robert Jenrick, said:

From the Great British Bake Off to Macmillan’s charity Coffee
Mornings, baking is one of our favourite national pastimes and one
that often benefits great charities. We want to support this bake-
off fever.

Too many are missing out on an extra 25 per cent boost to
donations, which is costing good causes dearly.

That’s why I’m clarifying the Gift Aid rules for anyone running a
Coffee Morning. If you ask people to make a donation and offer them
a coffee or cake, you could be making 25 per cent more on the funds
you raise.

Gift Aid costs no extra to add on to your donation. It allows charities and
community amateur sports clubs (CASC) to claim an extra 25p for every £1
donated. To add Gift Aid to a donation, you must have paid income or capital
gains tax that year worth at least the value of the Gift Aid being added and
give the charity permission to claim it.
The Small Donations Scheme, introduced in 2013, does not require a
declaration to be made for donations worth up to £20, making it simpler for
charities to get extra support from government.

News story: Bizarre excuses for filing
company accounts late

Each year we receive unusual excuses from directors who fail to file their
company accounts on time.

Some of the most outrageous reasons given include:

“goats ate my accounts”
“I found my wife in the bath with my accountant”
“pirates stole my accounts”
“we delivered the accounts to the betting office next door to Companies
House”
“a volcano erupted and prevented me from filing”
“slugs ate my accounts”
“it was Valentine’s Day”
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“my company was more successful than I thought it would be, so I was too
busy to file”

Bizarre filing excuses

The companies which gave these excuses received a late filing penalty and
their appeals were unsuccessful. Penalties increase depending on how late the
accounts are filed and the status of the company.

Senior Enforcement Manager, Nick Parker, said:

Companies and directors must be aware of their responsibility to
file accounts with Companies House. Companies can sign up to
receive e-mail reminders, which can be sent to up to four e-mail
addresses.

There will always be unforeseen events that mean a company is
unable to file accounts on time. In exceptional circumstances,
companies can request an extension to the filing deadline, however
these requests must be received before the filing deadline.

Most companies can file accounts electronically – it’s faster and
easier. The Companies House WebFiling service has in-built checks
to ensure that all the relevant information is provided before a
customer can submit. It also provides filers with automatic e-mail
confirmation that accounts have been received and once they have
been accepted for filing.

To send us accounts electronically, you must register for our online filing
services. When you register, we’ll send an authentication code in the post to
your company’s registered office.

The authentication code can take 5 working days to arrive.

Read our guidance for general help and advice on filing company accounts.

You can email enquiries@companieshouse.gov.uk or call our contact centre on
0303 1234 500. We’re open 8.30am to 6.00pm, Monday to Friday.

Speech: Secretary of State Speech in
Washington DC

It’s a great honour to be back in Washington DC and to have the opportunity
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to update you on the current situation in Northern Ireland.

And I’d like to thank the Northern Ireland Bureau and in particular Norman
Houston for hosting me this evening.

Norman is quite simply the consummate professional, rising from a clerical
assistant to his current role promoting Northern Ireland as Director of the
Bureau.

And, earlier this summer, his contribution was rightly recognised with the
award of an OBE by Her Majesty the Queen.

So thank you Norman for all the fantastic work that you do. Northern Ireland
is very lucky to have you.

Before referring specifically to Northern Ireland, I can’t help but reflect
during my two days here and in Boston how much I’ve been struck by the bonds
that unite the United Kingdom and the United States.

You remain our closest and most important ally. No two countries do as much
and share as much as we do, as well as being our largest single trading
partner.

And as the UK leaves the European Union next year we want to continue
building on that to ensure that the relationship between our two great
countries goes from strength to strength.

We might be leaving the EU, but we are not leaving Europe and we are
certainly not departing the world stage.

Our departure provides challenges of course, but also opportunities with old
allies and new friends alike.

We fully intend to be a global UK, and in that adventure, there is no greater
partner than the United States.

US friendship and backing has, of course, been clearly evident over recent
decades in Northern Ireland in support of the great progress that has been
made there.

It is invaluable and deeply appreciated by both the UK and Irish Governments,
but most importantly by the people of Northern Ireland themselves.

This year all of us have been marking the twentieth anniversary of the
Belfast or Good Friday Agreement.

It’s far too easy to attach superlatives to individual historical events or
documents and to exaggerate their importance.

But I don’t think any of us should underestimate the scale and significance
of what was achieved by the participants in those talks twenty years ago.

The Belfast Agreement is quite simply one of the most important documents in



the complex, intertwined and not always happy history of the United Kingdom
and Ireland.

It represented the triumph of politics over the division and destruction of
the previous thirty years that had seen over 3,500 killed and countless more
lives shattered by violence.

And along with its successor agreements it has been the foundation stone of
all that has been achieved.
So all of us who care deeply about Northern Ireland have an overriding
responsibility to do all that we can to protect, preserve and promote that
Agreement.

That has to be at the core of everything we do including as the UK leaves the
EU.

And for our part the United Kingdom Government remains absolutely steadfast
in our support for it, and for upholding our commitments under it.

To the constitutional principles it set out, to the institutions it
establishes and the rights that it guarantees.

As a result of the relative peace and stability that the Agreement ushered in
for so many people, Northern Ireland is a place transformed from where it was
20 years ago.

Unemployment is at near record lows while employment is at near record highs.

Tourism is booming as anyone who’s seen the cruise ships at Belfast Harbour
and the crowds at Titanic Quarter, many of them American I’m pleased to say,
will testify.

The USA is Northern Ireland’s second largest destination for exports.

While the USA is the top country for foreign direct investment into Northern
Ireland.

Names like Citigroup, Caterpillar, Seagate and Allstate whose expanded new
offices I opened in July.

For our part, the UK Government continues to demonstrate its strong
commitment to Northern Ireland through public spending that per head remains
over 20 per cent higher than the UK average.

Indeed Northern Ireland probably has amongst the best quality of life of
anywhere in the UK.

So there is a great deal of good news coming out of Northern Ireland today.

But I firmly believe that Northern Ireland could be doing even better. There
is huge potential.

But for that to be fully untapped and realised, Northern Ireland needs to see



all the institutions of the 1998 Agreement fully up and running and working
for the good of the community.

For all the events this year to mark the 20th anniversary of the Agreement,
things do look a little hollow when the institutions that are central to that
Agreement have not now been working for over 20 months.

The UK Government believes wholeheartedly in devolution for Northern Ireland.

We want to see local politicians taking local decisions fully accountable to
a local Assembly.

And while we will continue to make the necessary interventions to ensure good
governance and the delivery of public services, such as the Budget passed in
Westminster in July, this can never be a substitute for local decision
making.

So Northern Ireland needs devolved government at Stormont along with all the
other institutions of the Agreement working as they were intended.

And earlier this month I set out to Parliament a plan to try and bring that
about.

We intend to introduce legislation in the coming weeks that will set out a
limited and prescribed period in which I am no longer under an obligation to
set a date for an Assembly election.

The legislation will also include provisions to give greater clarity and
certainty to enable NI departments to continue to take decisions in the
public interest and to ensure the continued delivery of public services.

I’m also engaged in discussions with the parties and the Irish Government, in
accordance with the three stranded approach, to try and find a basis for
moving into more formal political dialogue leading to a restoration of the
institutions.

And the legislation will enable me to make some key public appointments, like
the Policing Board.

All of this is a package which needs to be taken together; a pathway to talks
and the restoration of fully functioning devolved government.

Of course there is no guarantee of success.

Neither the UK nor the Irish Government can force an agreement on Northern
Ireland.

That has to come principally from the main political parties in the Assembly.

But I do believe that the barriers to devolved government are not
insurmountable. Certainly when one looks at the issues Northern Ireland’s
politicians have grappled with and resolved in the past.



So this is achievable … and as a UK Government we will do all we can to
restore devolution in Northern Ireland.

I know that many people here are also concerned about legacy issues.

And the UK Government is committed to doing what we can to provide better
outcomes for victims and survivors of the Troubles.

It is clear that the hurt and suffering caused by decades-old events have a
profound and lasting impact on individuals, families and communities.

Some victims and survivors may seek investigations and justice through the
courts; others are looking for information about incidents that affected them
or their loved ones; others want to leave the past behind.

So earlier this year, after engaging with all the main NI parties, we
launched a consultation on the proposed four new legacy institutions set out
in the 2014 Stormont House Agreement: Historical Investigations Unit;
Independent Commission on Information Retrieval; Oral History Archive; and
Implementation and Reconciliation Group.

We continue to believe that these potentially provide the best way forward,
and will work in ways that are fair, balanced, equitable and proportionate.

One thing is clear, the current mechanisms for addressing the past are not
delivering enough for victims, survivors and for wider society, and change is
needed.

But I want this to be an open consultation in which everyone has their say.

There are no easy answers for addressing such a traumatic and difficult
period in the history of Northern Ireland – this is an opportunity for
everyone with an interest in addressing our troubled past to have their say.

Finally, a word about the UK’s departure from the EU, which will happen next
March.

Let me be clear.

We want a deep and special partnership with the EU.

But as the Prime Minister said last Friday, there are still two fundamental
issues on which we remain far apart.

The first is the economic relationship after we have left, and we now need to
hear from the EU what the real issues are and what their alternative is so
that we can discuss them.

The second is the so called Irish ‘backstop’.

As the Joint Report between the UK and the EU last December made very clear,
we are committed to no hard border on the island of Ireland.

We cannot, however, countenance any proposal that threatens the economic and



constitutional integrity of the United Kingdom.

But that is what the Commission’s current proposals for a so-called
‘backstop’ on Ireland do, by creating two customs territories within the UK.

And as the PM has said, this would effectively mean us breaking up the United
Kingdom which is simply not acceptable and this Government will never agree
to it.

The EU referendum was the largest single exercise in democracy the UK has
ever undertaken.

We will not overturn the result of that referendum.

So we will continue to engage seriously and intensively with a strong
commitment to resolving these two outstanding issues.

Throughout this process, we will make sure that we protect the Belfast/Good
Friday Agreement in all its parts under all circumstances.

At this late stage in the negotiations, it is not acceptable for the EU
simply to reject our proposals without a detailed explanation and counter
proposals.

Throughout this process we have treated the EU with nothing but respect.

The UK expects the same from the EU.

Twenty years on from the Belfast or Good Friday Agreement, Northern Ireland
has achieved so much and come such a long way.

It is therefore with more than a tinge of sadness and frustration that we
currently have no Executive and no Assembly.

Yet for all that, I remain confident and optimistic for the future.

Not least because of my confidence in the people of Northern Ireland.

We can and, I think, we will get those institutions back up and running.

It’s what the people of Northern Ireland clearly want, and it’s the right
thing for Northern Ireland.

We need to get back to the spirit that inspired those who made that historic
agreement twenty years ago.

To reach an accommodation that enables us to restore stable devolved
government that delivers for the whole community in Northern Ireland on a
sustainable basis.

I’ve set out a clear plan to help us get there and it’s our absolute
priority.

So that we can build a stronger, brighter and more prosperous Northern



Ireland that works for everyone.

And in that venture I’m confident that we can rely on the continuing support
and goodwill from friends in the United States.


