
Press release: British public urged to
be aware of poppy merchandise scams

the Intellectual Property Office and The Royal British Legion urge
consumers to beware of fake poppy merchandise ahead of Remembrance 2018
no-one benefits – both charity and public lose out with fake poppy
merchandise
advice to buyers to ‘buy responsibly’ through official channels, and how
to report fake poppy merchandise

The Intellectual Property Office (IPO) and The Royal British Legion (RBL) are
urging members of the British public to be extra vigilant when buying poppy
merchandise for Remembrance this year. Their donations are intended to
support Armed Forces community men, women, veterans and their families.
Instead they could end up benefitting fraudsters if their poppy merchandise
turns out to be fake.

The RBL has registered its rights for the poppy goods to prevent such
counterfeiting.

The IPO and The RBL have teamed up with the Police Intellectual Property
Crime Unit (PIPCU) to crack down on the rogue traders making money from the
fake Remembrance goods. The warning applies to poppy merchandise – scarves,
jewellery, poppy pins and larger poppy brooches. This does NOT apply to the
traditional paper poppies.

The PIPCU team has been targeting suspected sellers by visiting addresses and
speaking with people in connection with this crime. In Autumn 2017, Border
Force officers at Tilbury intercepted a shipment of poppy merchandise
intended for the UK worth in the region of £150,000.

Intellectual Property Minister Sam Gyimah said:

It is truly shocking that anyone would target and exploit one of
the UK’s most cherished charities and take advantage of public
support for our Armed Forces community

Together we can ensure donations go to the people they are intended
for, by only supporting approved merchandise. Be vigilant when you
are buying your poppies this year, and look out for the Royal
British Legion logo to ensure the merchandise is approved and
genuine.

Claire Rowcliffe, Director of Fundraising, from The Royal British Legion
said:

It is a sad fact that there are people who actively defraud the
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public in order to take funds intended for the support of our Armed
Forces community. We would urge everyone wishing to purchase a
Remembrance poppy brooch, to do so through official channels. For
example, you can buy from one of our trusted volunteers, from The
Royal British Legion’s online Poppy Shop, or from one of our
corporate partners.

Join with us, the IPO and PIPCU to help make sure your donation
doesn’t line the pockets of criminals. We want to make sure that it
goes to supporting those who have made such a unique contribution
to our society.

Fake poppy merchandise – what to look for

The public are being asked to look out for counterfeit goods in the shape, or
bearing the image of, the RBL’s familiar two-petal red poppy, or Poppy
Scotland’s four-petal poppy in Scotland. The RBL have registered their rights
for the poppy goods to prevent such counterfeiting.

To help consumers beat the fraudsters, here are the top tips to avoid buying
fake poppy merchandise online:

be a ‘responsible buyer’ – buy from official channels and The Royal
British Legion’s corporate partners
avoid cheaper priced products. If the price is too good to be true, it
usually is
the Royal British Legion works with a number of corporate partners. Only
corporate partners are authorised by the Royal British Legion to sell
poppy merchandise
if in doubt, buy through The Royal British Legion or The Royal British
Legion official eBay or Amazon pages – you will be sure of the
authenticity

What to do if you think you’ve spotted fake poppy merchandise

Call Crimestoppers on 0800 555111 or report it online if you spot anyone
selling what you believe to be fake poppy products.

Notes to editor:

the IPO is part of the Department for Business, Energy, and Industrial
strategy and is responsible for the national framework of intellectual
property rights, comprising patents, designs, trade marks and copyright
the IPO’s intelligence hub is recognised within the Home Office Serious
& Organised Crime Strategy as the UK lead on counterfeiting and piracy
the RBL is one of the most trusted charity brands, with the Poppy Appeal
standing out as the best known national charity campaign. Their work
supports not only the families of the fallen but also a new generation
of veterans and service personnel
PIPCU is a specialist national police unit dedicated to protecting the
UK industries that produce legitimate, high quality, physical goods and
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online and digital content from intellectual property crime

Media enquiries

For further information, contact The IPO press office:

Telephone +44 (0)1633 814167
Email Strategic.Comms@ipo.gov.uk

Press release: Strengthening
prisoners’ family ties: the ‘golden
thread’ to reducing reoffending

Strengthening family ties can play a crucial role in helping offenders to
turn their lives around beyond the prison gates, Welsh Secretary Alun Cairns
said today following a visit to HM Prison and YOI Parc in Bridgend.

The visit to HMP Parc – which is the only privately-run prison in Wales –
comes in the year following the publication of a UK Government-commissioned
report, which identified family relationships as the “golden thread” running
through the reforms across the prison estate.

Mr Cairns met with Parc prison director, Janet Wallsgrove and prison staff to
see first-hand how incorporating family members into the prison’s innovative
rehabilitation schemes is having a significant impact on preventing prisoners
from reoffending after release.

In September 2016, Lord Michael Farmer, in partnership with the membership
charity Clinks, was commissioned by the UK Government to investigate how
connecting prisoners with their families can improve offender wellbeing,
assist in keeping the public safe and reduce reoffending.

During the visit to HMP Parc, the Secretary of State met Corin Morgan-
Armstrong, head of family interventions for G4S Central Government Services
in the UK, who highlighted how the success of the prison’s ‘Invisible Walls
Wales’ project has helped to inform the Farmer Review, and outlined the
tangible results the scheme is having on the rehabilitation of offenders.

Secretary of State for Wales, Alun Cairns said:

Safe and secure prison environments are just the foundation for
successful rehabilitation. But as Lord Farmer’s review outlined
last year, building and nurturing family relationships is also
fundamentally important if people are to change.
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It has been inspiring to meet the passionate staff at HMP Parc and
to experience how they are pursuing trailblazing initiatives like
‘Invisible Walls Wales’. It’s also been an experience to listen to
prisoners who have taken up the opportunities available, using
their own drive and determination to change as they look towards
life beyond the prison gates.

Backed by Big Lottery Fund investment and working in partnership with
Barnardo’s Cymru, the Invisible Walls Wales scheme helps prisoners to
strengthen family ties and maintain healthy family relationships as well as
providing them with advice on issues such as debt, housing, training and
moving towards employment.

Janet Wallsgrove, Director of HMP & YOI Parc said:

Initiatives such as Invisible Walls Wales, and the wide range of
educational and training programmes which are offered at HMP Parc,
all play a key part in supporting prisoner rehabilitation. Our aim
is to reduce reoffending after release by providing prisoners with
the right skills and support during their sentence, and by
strengthening their ties with the community.

Today’s visit was a great success, and we’d like to thank the
Secretary of State for taking the time to meet our staff, and
allowing them to demonstrate how outstanding results can be
achieved through innovation, service excellence and teamwork.

Notes to editors

For further information about HMP Parc contact the G4S media team on 020
7963 3333.

For information on the prison estate and reforms, contact the Ministry
of Justice newsdesk on 020 3334 3536.

HMP Parc is a category B men’s prison and young offenders institution
near Bridgend, and is the only privately-run prison in Wales. It is
managed by G4S and is one of the largest prisons in the UK, with over
1,700 prisoners and 800 members of staff.

To read Lord Farmer’s review on the ‘Importance of strengthening
prisoners’ family ties to prevent reoffending and reduce
intergenerational crime’ click here
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News story: DASA Supplier Showcase
Event

The aim of this event is to showcase innovations from our funded competitions
to potential investors to increase the likelihood of exploitation but also to
build an enduring relationship between DASA and the UKs investor community.

Suppliers will be exhibiting their innovations, funded through DASA
competitions, to try to secure further funding and support from investors for
potential exploitation.

This showcase event will feature a selection of the most mature and
successful projects from across DASA competitions, covering a number of
technology areas.

The evening will include 5 minute pitches from the exhibitors giving a taste
of what they have done. There will then be a chance to see the projects in
detail as each exhibitor will provide rolling pitches at their stands, and
time for further networking and relationship building.

This will be an invite only event. If you are interested in attending as a
potential investor or business mentor then please register your interest
here. DASA will then be in touch with formal invites for the event.

Some of the suppliers showcasing at the event are:

Supplier Project Title Description

Aleph Insights
Ltd

Adaptive Report
Generation Assistant
(ARGA)

A tool that allows organisations
to make greater use of information
that’s locked away as text in
documents, emails and reports.

Bright
Structures

EasiBridge – Next
Generation Troop
Protection, Access and
Mobility Systems

A man-portable, long-span
rescue/assault bridge.

Createc
Technologies
Ltd

SLATE – Crowd Monitoring
and Alerts (SLATE-CMA)

This system enables crowd
monitoring and threat detection in
public areas.

DecisionLab

Prognostic Asset
Condition capability
using advanced machine
learning for use in air,
naval and other domains

Machine learning anomaly detection
models to calculate a system
health score based on solely
sensor data.

http://www.government-world.com/news-story-dasa-supplier-showcase-event/
http://www.government-world.com/news-story-dasa-supplier-showcase-event/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/dasa-supplier-showcase-tickets-51747904375
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/dasa-supplier-showcase-tickets-51747904375


Supplier Project Title Description

Montvieux Prediction Toolset

A Deep Learning based Artificial
Intelligence capability that uses
current and historical information
to predict the change of control
on the ground, in both space and
time, between opposing groups
fighting within an operational
theatre.

Montvieux
Machine Learning
Analytics as a Service
(MLAaaS)

A Generative Adversarial Network
(GAN) based Artificial
Intelligence approach to the
generation of labelled training
data for use in third party
imagery object detection and
classification systems.

Sociedad
Europea de
Analisis
Differencial of
Movilidad SL

Two-Stage Differential
Mobility Analyser for
the Screening of
Explosives and
Incendiary Devices in
Cargo

Development of a radically novel
system for the detection of
concealed explosives in air cargo
by means of vapour sensing.

University
College London

Electromagnetic imaging
for aviation security –
Phase 2

Scanner for luggage/parcels based
on electromagnetic imaging with
atomic magnetometers, thus not
involving ionising radiation.

Press release: Business Secretary
hosts first cross-government working
group on future regulation

The Ministerial Working Group on Future Regulation, chaired by the Business
Secretary Greg Clark, met for the first time yesterday (23 October 2018).

Speech: Addressing Threat of Famine in
Yemen

Thank you very much indeed Mr President. I apologize also to Mark that a
previous engagement delayed my coming into the Chamber, but thank you very
much Mark for another sobering briefing.
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It is very good that the UN can report swiftly to the Council in line with
Resolution 2417, whenever the risk of conflict-induced famine and widespread
food insecurity in armed conflict contexts occurs. In that Resolution 2417,
this Council expressed its intention to give its full attention to such
information the Secretary-General provides. As we all know on the Council,
Yemen has been one of those issues that the Council follows very deeply and
is gravely concerned about. I am pleased to see the Ambassador has joined us
today.

The numbers you have cited Mark are truly horrifying. The scale is of very
grave concern and the fact that the crisis does not seem to be getting better
is also something that the Council needs to take a deep interest in.

The figures, I won’t repeat them, but the fact that they are in the millions
ought to be very salutary for us to think about. And the acute malnourishment
of nearly 2 million children under the age of five in particular is a warning
call. I understand that nearly 400,000 of those children suffer from severe
acute malnutrition and that’s a life threatening condition and it requires
urgent treatment.

The highest number of severe acute malnutrition cases is in Hodeidah
governorate – some 100,000 cases. After airstrikes in late July resulted in
the damage of the main sanitation facility and water supply , suspected
cholera cases almost doubled and that of course increases the risk of a new
wave of cholera. Only the humanitarian response is containing an outbreak
like last year’s and a further disruption of humanitarian operations could
have, as Mark said, catastrophic consequences.

Mark – you asked for increased funding and more support to humanitarian
operations. Those efforts from the UAE and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia are
welcome. For the UK, we are determined to play our part. On World Food Day on
16 October, the United Kingdom announced a package of over $125 million,
which we hope will help UNICEF tackle malnutrition in Yemen.

But funding alone will not be enough to address the growing risk of famine.
We need urgent action by all parties on the economy, imports and access, and
protection of civilians and civilian infrastructure.

Mr President, I wanted to highlight four issues in particular.

Firstly, about the economy: We share the concern about the rapid depreciation
of the Yemeni Riyal. Soaring prices putting several basic commodities out of
reach for many Yemenis and the central bank struggling to pay public-sector
salaries. We look to the Government of Yemen and the Central Bank to take
urgent action to stabilise the Riyal – for example by issuing promised
letters of credit to Yemeni commercial food importers. Until that happens, we
also suggest that the Government of Yemen pause implementation of Decree 75,
which is preventing staple goods such as wheat, cooking oil and rice getting
into the country at a time when they are most needed.

Secondly, unhindered access for commercial and humanitarian food and fuel
into and throughout Yemen is essential if famine is to be avoided. The



conflict is cutting off important transport routes, including the main route
between Hodeidah and Sanaa and alternatives become more congested and more
vulnerable. For their part, the Houthis must stop interfering with the
humanitarian response so that food, fuel and medicines reach those most in
need throughout the North.

Thirdly, it is essential that military operations be conducted in accordance
with international humanitarian law. This includes protection of civilians
and it includes protection of civilian infrastructure. We have consistently
made this clear in the Council, but I repeat it again today. Not only is it
important that military operations proceed with regard to the principles of
proportionality, precaution and distinction, it is also the case that further
damage to food infrastructure, such as mills and wheat silos threaten already
fragile food supplies.

Fourthly and lastly, as we have made clear – only a political settlement will
enable the worsening humanitarian crisis to be properly addressed and will
bring long-term stability to Yemen. We call on all parties to engage
constructively and in good faith with UN Special Envoy’s efforts to bring
about a political settlement. We look forward to hearing from Martin
Griffiths again in this Council. We last heard from the Special Envoy on 11
September following disappointing news from Geneva. We support his efforts
which have continued since then, and we look forward to further update in the
coming weeks on progress towards reaching agreement between the parties on
confidence-building measures and a broader framework agreement.

On the four points that Mark has made – some of which I have covered now – I
think they deserve very urgent consideration by the Council.

Thank you.


