Replace ‘scraps’ with proper transport
funding across the regions, say Greens

4 August 2022

Greens have accused the government of providing ‘scraps’ for transport
funding across English regions compared to London and the South East. They
point to the announcement of just £200 million to develop a mass transit
network in West Yorkshire [1] compared to the £18.8 billion spent on
Crossrail in London [2].

Green Party transport spokesperson, Matt Edwards, who is a Green Party
councillor in Bradford, said:

“For decades transport spending in London and the South East has eclipsed the
scraps we see in the North and other regions of the country. The paltry
amounts promised to West Yorkshire to help deliver a new rapid transport
network to one of the largest metro areas in Europe simply reinforces this
imbalance. Regions outside London and the South East are being sold short.”

“The dire financial situation of Transport For London and the cuts to
services across the South East show even these areas are not getting the
funding required. But proportionally the rest of the country absolutely needs
more funding if this government is serious about “levelling up.”

The Green Party recently called for axing the £27bn road building budget and
diverting the money to pay for huge investment in public transport [3].
Councillor Edwards points to Greens in power delivering improved and
affordable public transport:

“In Scotland Greens successfully pushed for free bus travel for all those
under 22 and in Herefordshire, Greens on the Council ensured that Covid
Recovery funds were used to provide free weekend buses. And just this week in
Sheffield, after years of campaigning, Green councillors secured the return
of a free circular bus service in the city centre [4].

“We need to transform how people in this country get around to get more
people out of cars, and on to public transport, cycling and walking. The
funding the government is offering is not going to deliver that anywhere.”
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1. West Yorkshire mass transit: £200m for ‘development and initial
delivery’ | Yorkshire Post

2. Crossrail project funding breakdown:
https://www.crossrail.co.uk/about-us/funding Govt contributions to £18.8
billion total: Department for Transport grant: £5.11 billion, 2x loans
(one part of original deal — to be paid back via business rates, the
other part of delay package, to be paid back via fares): £2.125
billion/£750 million. Total Govt contribution, including loans in
overall subsidy = £7.98 billion

3. We must go further on buses, say Greens | The Green Party

4., Sheffield bus services: FreeBee circular bus returns to Sheffield city
centre | The Star
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