
Remarks by President Charles Michel
following the G7 summit in Carbis Bay,
Cornwall

The G7 ends today. We spent three days trying to align the positions of the
world’s biggest democracies.

The priority was to ensure we can meet the demand for vaccines and here the
EU has taken the leadership. Partners have now joined us to accelerate
production and delivery of vaccines worldwide.

We also see that liberal democracies and open societies face pressure from
authoritarian regimes. This challenge has prompted us to join forces during
the G7, not only to be able to respond under pressure or attack but also to
spread our values of freedom, rule of law and respect for human rights.

Another point, of special significance to me, is our engagement with Africa.
For some years already, with some leaders in Europe we are convinced that
this engagement with Africa needs to be at the heart of our future
international relations. Increasingly, we’ve been able to unify the positions
of European countries on this issue and now we have convinced our partners to
further mobilise funds to secure a win-win strategy for Africa and Europe.
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