Recovery work begins after heavy
flooding in Greater Manchester,
Merseyside and Cheshire

e Teams from the Environment Agency have been on the ground in affected
communities, including Didsbury, Warrington and Northwich, since the
first bout of heavy and persistent rain over the week of the 18th
January.

e Across the North West, Environment Agency staff are still protecting
homes by making sure rivers are clear from blockages and ensuring assets
are ready to operate.

Flood recovery work is now underway across Greater Manchester, Merseyside and
Cheshire by the Environment Agency.

Teams have been on the ground in affected communities, including Didsbury,
Warrington and Northwich, since the first bout of heavy and persistent rain
over the week of the 18th January.

Through a combination of operating defences and assets, the Environment
Agency were able to protect more than 24,000 properties and businesses and
warn more than 6,000 people in advance of Christoph’s arrival. 48 flood
warnings and 5 severe flood warnings, meaning a danger to life, were also
were issued.

However, even with those measures in place, the severe weather caused between
369 properties across Greater Manchester and Cheshire to be affected by
flooding, with the Environment Agency still gathering vital post-flood
information to determine the total figure.

Lesley Worswick, Area Director for Greater Manchester, Merseyside
and Cheshire said:

“We would like to thank our communities, partners and staff who have shown a
rapid, dedicated response to the intense and unprecedented rainfall brought
on by Storm Christoph.

Over the week, our teams operated our flood storage reservoirs in the
Salford, Didsbury and Sale areas and, activated all 3 phases of the £7m
Northwich scheme, which successfully held back the River Weaver. We are
continuing to check our defences after the severe weather and are operating
them as needed to help keep people and properties safe.

“The focus now is on recovery. The Environment Agency’s flood assets
protected thousands of homes and businesses but sadly, some communities
across the North West did suffer from flooding and we need to help them
recover as quickly as possible.
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“We are doing everything we can to support our communities. Alongside, our
partners we are coordinating our field teams out on the ground in affected
areas. They continue to work around the clock. Our Community Information
Officers have also been in touch with residents and business owners to offer
information and advice as well as signposting people to help by working with
Local Authorities.”

With further heavy showers are expected to continue into the weekend, the
Environment Agency is advising communities to remain vigilant and stay safe
over the coming days.

People are advised to sign up for free flood warnings and keep up to date
with the latest safety advice, call Floodline on 0345 988 1188 or follow
@EnvAgencyNW on Twitter for the latest flood updates.

Further information:

e Around 5.4 million, or one in six properties, are at risk from flooding
from all sources across England. Of these, 2.4 million properties are at
risk of river and coastal flooding..

e The construction of defences, such as flood walls, embankments and
gates, is a key tool for reducing flood risk to homes, businesses and
critical infrastructure sites — alongside other methods such as natural
flood management and property level resilience.

e The government has recently announced a record £5.2 billion investment
in flood and coastal defences — double the previous investment — to
protect 336,000 properties, and the EA’s FCRM strategy will prepare us
for more extreme weather and build a better prepared and more resilient
nation.
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-flood-and-coastal-er
osion-risk-management-strategy-for-england—2

e For every £1 spent improving protection from flooding and coastal
erosion, we avoid around £5 of property damages. This long-term
commitment will make homes, businesses and infrastructure more resilient
to the increasing impacts of climate change.
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