‘Radio provides accessible, real-time
medium to bridge divides,’' UNESCO says
on World Day

13 February 2017 — Radio has never been so dynamic, engaging and important in
the midst of deep change in ways to share and access information, the UN
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) said today, World
Radio Day.

“At a time of turbulence, radio provides an enduring platform to bring
communities together,” said UNESCO Director-General Irina Bokova in her
message on the Day.

“On the way to work, in our homes, offices and fields, in times of peace,
conflict and emergencies, radio remains a crucial source of information and
knowledge, spanning generations and cultures, inspiring us with the wealth of
humanity’s diversity, and connecting us with the world,” she said.

Radio is a force for human rights and dignity and a powerful enabler of
solutions to the challenges all societies face, she said, calling for
nurturing the power of radio to foster the conversations and the listening
needed for cooperation to tackle the challenges all humanity faces.

Radio plays an important role in taking forward the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development, advancing fundamental freedoms and bolstering good
governance and the rule of law. It can help tackle new challenges, such as
climate change and discrimination, by providing an accessible and real-time
medium to bridge divides and strengthen dialogue.

This requires a new commitment by all, including broadcasters, regulators and
audiences, she said, noting that radio can provide “a beacon” for innovative
solutions to local problems, and continue to advance human rights, gender
equality, dialogue and peace.

In January 2013, the UN General Assembly formally endorsed UNESCO’s
proclamation of World Radio Day, 13 February, the day UN Radio was
established in 1946.
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