
Publishers with false emergency
services links wound-up in court

Print Publishing Ltd was wound up on Thursday 5 September 2019 by District
Judge Richmond at the High Court in Manchester following an investigation by
the Insolvency Service. The Official Receiver has been appointed as
liquidator.

In considering the petition to wind up the company, the court heard that
Print Publishing was incorporated in October 2017 and produced magazines that
supported the emergency services.

To secure revenue, sales people would cold-call local businesses, local
authorities, schools, as well as sports and social clubs, offering
advertising space in two magazines: Crime Reaction and Attention Fire.

Print Publishing claimed to produce three editions of each title per year,
with distribution numbers of circa 25,000. Sales people also stressed that
they worked for the emergency services or associated charities, while
proceeds went towards the emergency services.

Following complaints, however, the Insolvency Service conducted confidential
investigations into the Print Publishing’s activities before uncovering that
claims made by the company were misleading and often false.

The company began securing funds from sponsors for future editions of the
magazines as early as October 2017 but did not produce the first magazine
until a year and a half later in January 2019.

There was no evidence that the magazines were ever distributed to anyone
other than the advertisers themselves or that financial contributions had
found their way to the emergency services and associated charities.

Although denied by the company, the Insolvency Service’s enquiries concluded
that Print Publishing traded with a lack of commercial probity when it
claimed to be affiliated with the emergency services and other good causes

Enquiries also found that Print Publishing used oppressive and objectionable
sales techniques to pressurise customers into making payments.

Overall, Print Publishing’s records showed that they had 120 clients,
spanning 169 sales transactions between October 2017 and December 2018,
generating bank receipts totalling £62,418.80.

Scott Crighton, Chief Investigator for the Insolvency Service, said:

Not only did Print Publishing use dubious sales practices to elicit
funds and did not have any links to charities or the emergency
services, the magazines were produced late and were not distributed
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anywhere beyond the company’s own staff.

Following the winding-up of the company the Official Receiver will
now look closely into the company’s affairs, including the conduct
of the former director.

If you or your business has been affected by the actions of Print Publishing,
contact the Official Receiver at piu.north@insolvency.gov.uk, quoting
CIB57545.

Print Publishing Ltd (10995898). The company’s registered officers were
located at 64 Derby Lane Old Swan, Liverpool, United Kingdom, L13 3DN.

The petitions were presented under s124A of the Insolvency Act 1986. The
Official Receiver was appointed as provisional liquidator of the companies on
5 September 2019 by District Judge Richmond.

Company Investigations, part of the Insolvency Service, uses powers under the
Companies Act 1985 to conduct confidential fact-finding investigations into
the activities of live limited companies in the UK on behalf of the Secretary
of State for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy (BEIS). Further
information about live company investigations is available here.

Further information about the work of the Insolvency Service, and how to
complain about financial misconduct, is available here.

You can also follow the Insolvency Service on:
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