
Public views of net zero

If someone believes the most pressing issue facing the planet is excess
carbon dioxide, and if they believe each one of us and every country has to
do more to prevent “climate disaster” you would expect them to vote Green,
the one party who put this issue above others. They  demand much more is done
immediately to bring about these changes and criticise the other parties
programmes which allow continuing use of fossil fuels without the
restrictions and tight shut down timetables  the Greens  would like.

In the 2019 General election in the U.K. just 2.7% of voters voted Green. In
last week’s local elections the Greens were in seventh place in numbers of
Councillors elected.

You would also expect those who want rapid action for fear of disaster to rip
out their gas boilers and scrap or sell their petrol or diesel cars. Again,
it is a tiny minority that has taken both these steps.

When I ask constituents for their views the overwhelming majority accept that
CO 2 is a greenhouse gas. They are not sufficiently persuaded of the urgency
to make a sacrifice to get rid of the car or find the big sum to replace the
boiler. Some argue that all the  time India and China carry on expanding
their coal based systems world CO 2 will rise whatever we do. A minority do
not believe man made CO 2 will do the damage envisaged, or it may be offset
by less sun intensity or water vapour and cloud changes or other variables.
Many await better technology answers and cheaper and better products to help
them eliminate their own CO 2. Today many see the price and availability of
gas and oil as more pressing issues that concern them.
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