
Press release: Kristallnacht 80 years
on

To mark the 80th anniversary of Kristallnacht, the UK Holocaust Memorial
Foundation has today (9 November 2018) released a short film with exclusive
testimony from 6 British survivors of the Holocaust.

On the 9 and 10 November 1938, Jewish communities in Germany and throughout
Nazi occupied territories faced widespread state-sponsored violence against
their businesses, homes and places of worship. The pogrom became known as
Kristallnacht (in English, crystal night) after the smashed glass that
littered the streets on the morning of the 10 November.

Over the course of the evening an estimated 30,000 Jewish men were arrested
and incarcerated in concentration camps, including Dachau and Buchenwald.

The UK Holocaust Memorial Foundation set out in 2015 to record the testimony
of British survivors of the Holocaust. In interviews with broadcaster Natasha
Kaplinsky, survivors recall their experiences of Kristallnacht and the
aftermath of the violence on their daily lives, their families and their
wider communities.

Watch British Holocaust survivors recall their memories of Kristallnacht

UK Holocaust Memorial Foundation co-Chair Ed Balls said:

Kristallnacht was a moment where prejudice turned into violence,
and it is right 80 years on, that we examine this vicious
escalation of the Nazi campaign against Jewish communities in
Europe.

By understanding the steps that lead up to the Holocaust, we are
can remain vigilant to any attempt to create divisions and stir up
hate in our society today.

UK Holocaust Memorial Foundation co-Chair Lord Pickles said:

The Foundation was set up to increase the visibility and scope of
Holocaust education in the United Kingdom, securing the legacy of
the British Holocaust survivors who have dedicated their lives to
educating the future generation on where prejudice, intolerance and
hatred can lead.

Our hope is that the short film released today, with moving
testimony from men and women who recall the impact of Kristallnacht
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on their own communities, is a small step in achieving these aims.

The aftermath of Kristallnacht
Kristallnacht was a turning point in the Nazi persecution of the Jewish
communities in their territories. The events of the pogrom, widely reported
in the international press, lead to a wide range of responses.

British Jewish community organisations and charities, including World Jewish
Relief, rallied the UK government to allow the transport of children from
Germany and Austria to the United Kingdom. Less than a month after the
shocking events of Kristallnacht, on 2 December 1938, the first group of
children arrived on British shores to be placed with foster families.
Ultimately, 10,000 child refugees entered the country in what came to be
known as Kindertransport.

Press release: Funding boost for
vulnerable female offenders in the
community

£3.3 million awarded to 12 organisations in first wave of community
services investment
Funding covers services from employment to counselling in areas from
Brighton to Barnsley
It is part of the Government’s commitment to divert vulnerable women
from prison to community support

This follows the publication of the Female Offender Strategy, which set out a
range of measures aimed at shifting focus away from custody towards
rehabilitative community services.

The 12 successful bidders were chosen following a comprehensive assessment
process. The funding was offered to help sustain existing services in some
cases and improve or provide new ones in others – covering both female
offenders and women at risk of offending in the community. There is a further
£1.7 million of funding which is part of the female offender strategy and
will be awarded in the coming months.

Justice Minister Edward Argar said:

I am delighted to announce the allocation of the first wave of
funding and hope it will pave the way for vulnerable women across
the country to receive the additional specialist support they need.
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Evidence shows short sentences often fail to break the cycle of
reoffending and we have set out clearly in our strategy a desire to
divert women away from custody wherever possible.

This investment is a vital first step in achieving this aim, and
expanding these essential services will help break the cycle of
offending and prevent further victims.

Police and Crime Commissioner for Cleveland, Barry Coppinger said:

I am committed to delivering services that help offenders break the
cycle of criminal behaviour and will assist them in tackling the
underlying issues that cause them to offend.

This additional investment will allow us to enhance the support
available for female offenders in Cleveland, particularly offenders
from a BAME background or who have experienced domestic or sexual
violence.

These vulnerable groups need additional support to enable them to
make the positive changes needed to turn away from crime and look
to a brighter future. I’m delighted these additional funds from the
MoJ will help to make this a reality in Cleveland.

The funding recognises that while serious crimes will always be punished
proportionally, a large number of female offenders are in extremely
vulnerable positions. Many face issues with substance misuse and mental
health problems, often as a result of repeated abuse and trauma – for example
some 60% of female offenders have experienced domestic abuse.

Providing grants directly to small organisations for targeted projects
ensures excellent value for money as they work directly in the communities
they serve and are best placed to understand the challenges faced by the
women they support. Each project will be evaluated to measure its success and
any relevant learning can be applied to other vulnerable women across the
criminal justice system.

Several of the grant recipients will use their funding to provide specialist
services for domestic abuse victims. In Brighton & Hove, the funding will
jump-start a Domestic Violence Trauma (DVT) pilot, supporting women who have
been victims of domestic abuse and have complex issues, including
homelessness and mental health problems.

The PACT project in Berkshire includes a focus on employment – providing
access to coffee machines for vulnerable women to receive specialist barista



training. At the same time, a new dedicated BAME support worker will be
recruited at the same organisation to work with vulnerable local groups.

This funding is just one of the many areas of reform being driven forward by
the Government, with the Justice Secretary launching a dedicated Education
and Employment Strategy earlier this year to set prisoners on a path to
employment and break them out of the cycle of crime.

Notes to editors:

The 12 successful bidders are:

Stockport Women’s Centre

Funding will boost services being delivered at women’s centres across Greater
Manchester, including support for women who have experienced domestic abuse
and other complex needs.

Equinox Care, Brighton & Hove

A Domestic Violence Trauma worker pilot and other services to address women’s
needs will be launched within its Supported Accommodation Service.

Office of the Police & Crime Commissioner for Devon & Cornwall

Funding will provide additional specialist outreach services across the
counties, particularly to reach women in more rural areas.

The Nelson Trust, Gloucestershire, Wiltshire & Somerset

Newly recruited project workers will provide support for female offenders and
women at risk of offending with 1:1 counselling and group therapy sessions.

Office of the Police & Crime Commissioner for Cleveland

Partnered with other local services, the PCC will introduce a network of
female community hubs – designed as a central point for women being referred
at all points of the criminal justice system.

PSS UK, Merseyside

Vital funding will secure the future of this domestic abuse service which had
been at risk of closure. The investment will extend services delivered for
women with addiction and mental health needs.

PACT, Berkshire

Specialist workers will be funded to deliver support for women who have
experienced abuse with a specialised service for those women who have
children and need support to live independently.



The Good Loaf, Northamptonshire

A new centre in Kettering will be opened to provide support to women in the
north of the county, complementing the service delivered at the Northampton
women’s centre.

Willowdene Rehabilitation Centre

Funding will extend the residential rehabilitation for women to the West
Midlands and will also support the development of new services.

Anawim women’s centre, Birmingham

The centre will be able to offer support to high risk female offenders,
including 1:1 caseworkers and on-site psychologists available to provide
specialist mental health support.

Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council

The grant funding will develop a new women’s centre in Barnsley including a
housing model with emergency bed spaces for women leaving prison.

Trevi House Ltd, Plymouth

Funding will enable the service to purchase a larger premises to support
women in Plymouth.

Press release: PM to pay a nation’s
respects at Armistice Commemorations
in Belgium and France

Prime Minister Theresa May will visit Belgium and France today (Friday 9 Nov)
to pay a nation’s respects and remember those who died in the First World
War.

She will attend ceremonies alongside French President Emmanuel Macron and
Belgian Prime Minister Charles Michel and lay wreaths to the fallen at two of
Europe’s most prominent war memorials.

Prime Minister Theresa May said:

A century ago British forces fought side by side with our allies in
Europe on the Western Front. Today in France and Belgium we reflect
on our shared history, but also look ahead to our shared future,
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built on peace, prosperity and friendship.

At St Symphorien I will have the honour of laying a wreath on
behalf of a nation at the graves of both John Parr and George
Ellison, the first and last UK soldiers to die during the War. That
their graves lie opposite each other is a fitting and poignant
symbol that brings home the eternal bond between them, and every
member of the Armed Forces who gave their lives to protect what we
hold so dear.

We remember the heroes who lost their lives in the horror of the
trenches. As the sun sets on one hundred years of remembrance, we
will never forget their sacrifice.

The Prime Minister will start the day with a visit to St Symphorien Military
Cemetery in Mons. There she will lay a wreath at the graves of John Parr, the
first UK soldier to be killed in 1914, and the last, George Ellison, who was
killed on the Western Front at 9.30am before the Armistice became effective
at 11am.

She will be joined by Belgian Prime Minister Charles Michel. The pair will
then attend a reception in Mons where they will meet British and Belgian
serving armed forces.

The PM will then travel to France where she will meet President Macron in
Albert, an historic town at the heart of the Somme region, which suffered
significant bombardment during the First World War.

The leaders will hold a private meeting and a working lunch before departing
for a wreath laying ceremony at the Thiepval Memorial. The memorial is the
site of a major annual commemorative event for the Missing of the Somme and
bears the names of more than 72,000 members of the Armed Forces who died in
the battle.

A special wreath will be made for the occasion combining poppies and le
bleuet, the two national emblems of remembrance for Britain and France.

On Saturday, the Prime Minister will attend the Royal British Legion Festival
of Remembrance at the Royal Albert Hall.

On Remembrance Sunday, she will lay a wreath at the Cenotaph and attend the
national service to mark the Centenary of the Armistice at Westminster Abbey.
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Press release: Government commits £12
million to champion freedom of
Religion or Belief worldwide

The Coalition for Religious Equality and Inclusive Development (CREID)
programme, funded through UK Aid Connect, will work with faith groups, NGOs
and academics to promote religious diversity, with a focus on helping
countries around the world to embed freedom of religion or belief policies in
poverty reduction and development approaches.

The Prime Minister’s Special Envoy for Freedom of Religion or Belief, Lord
Tariq Ahmad of Wimbledon said:

This money will go a long way in bolstering the work of civil
society and NGOs to promote respect, and the value of religious
diversity and tolerance. It will sit alongside the excellent work
British diplomats do in flying the flag for human rights.

As the Prime Minister’s Special Envoy on Freedom of Religion or
Belief, I will ensure that the UK stands up for everyone’s right to
practise or not practise a religion that is in line with their
conscience, wherever they are in the world.

International Development Minister Lord Bates said:

Today’s announcement underscores the government’s commitment to
empowering people across the world irrespective of religion or
belief and builds on the Prime Minister’s pledge to tackle
religious prejudice and intolerance in all its forms.

The problems facing the world’s poorest and most excluded people
are complex with no single answer; that is why UK Aid Connect is
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crucial to bringing together different organisations that can work
with global communities to find solutions to these problems.

Young people are key to creating a better, more tolerant world. As part of
this announcement HMG’s Respect in Education will receive increased funding
so that schools in the world’s poorest countries can teach more children
about respect for religious diversity.

The announcement follows the government’s recent announcement of a further £1
million funding for places of worship that have been subjected to hate crime
attacks.

Further information

Follow Foreign Office Minister Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon @tariqahmadbt
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