
Press release: Africa Minister visits
Mali as UK deepens efforts to
stabilise the region

Minister Harriett Baldwin visited Mali on 8-9 November discussing
development, humanitarian and stabilisation efforts.

Press release: Faith Minister calls on
religious communities to bridge
divides

Faith Minister, Lord Bourne today (14 November 2018) urged people and faith
groups across the country to reach out to one another and build local
networks to support their communities and to bridge divides and extend
understanding.

The call came as the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government
published a new report to mark Inter Faith Week, championing the role faith
groups play in their communities and highlighting the valuable inter faith
work taking place around the country.

The report, Belief in communities: bridging the divide, follows the Minister
for Faith, Lord Bourne’s second national faith tour, which saw him visit
places of worship around the country to better understand their role bringing
people of different faiths and backgrounds together.

From Holy Island in Northumberland to Canvey Island in Essex, Lord Bourne
travelled far and wide to witness the work many religious institutions do
alongside other faith groups from their communities to support the most
vulnerable, help make their areas safer and cleaner, and tackle social issue
such as loneliness.

Minister for Faith Lord Bourne said:

Over the past year I have travelled across the country meeting many
religious communities, which have established hugely impressive
interfaith networks, where religious groups come together to bridge
divides and raise awareness.

As we mark Inter Faith Week, there is no better time to celebrate
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faith groups around the country who are making a profound impact on
their communities, and to encourage people of all faiths to support
and lead inter faith activity in their area.

The report details how inter faith networks can encourage social mixing and
play a key role in building strong, resilient communities. Reflecting on this
evidence, Lord Bourne issued a call for individuals and religious
institutions around the country to:

recognise the valuable contribution of faith and belief institutions
remain open to understanding those of other faiths and beliefs within
your community
reach and establish partnerships with other organisations
encourage your faith institutions to join a local interfaith network
establish interfaith networks in those areas where they don’t already
exist

Further information
Read the full report, Belief in communities: bridging the divide.

To see where Lord Bourne visited use #FaithTour2 on Twitter.

Lord Bourne visited approximately 55 places of worship/faith projects during
Faith Tour 2 – see below for a full list.

Islamic

London – Muslim Association of Nigeria (MANUK)
North West – Khirza Mosque
North East – Razia Jamia Mosque
North East – Abu Bakr Mosque and Community Centre
West Midlands – Bahu Trust
West Midlands – Abrahamic Foundation
Luton – Ali-Hira Centre
Luton – Al-Hikmah School Madrasahs Bury Park site
Leicester – Baitul Ikram Mosque
Leicester – Masjid al Husayn
North West – Islamic High School for Girls

Multifaith

Manchester Multifaith Centre
Bristol Cathedral (Multifaith)
Solihull Faith Forum
Birmingham Council of Faiths

Hindu

Hindu Cultural Society of Bradford
Manchester – Gita Bhavan Hindu Temple
Luton – Hindu Mandir
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Leicester – BAPS Shri Swaminarayan Mandir

Jewish

Kent – Moses Montefiore Synagogue and Mausoleum
London – Bevis Marks Synagogue
Manchester – Jewish Museum
Canvey Island
Bristol and West Progressive
Progressive Synagogue Newcastle
Luton United Synagogue

Church of England

Bath Abbey

Sikh

Manchester – Sikh Gurdwara
West Mids – Sikh Council UK
Luton – Sikh Temple

Other Christian

Kent – Greek Orthodox Church and Community
Hull – Seventh-Day Adventist Church
Essex – Mountain of God, Calvary Church of God in Christ
Bristo l- Methodist New Room
Bath Moravian Church
Lindisfarne Priory / The Parish Church of St. Mary the Virgin/
St.Cuthbert’s Centre / St.Aidan’s Roman Catholic Church
West Midlands – Lozells Methodist Centre & Church
London – Newington Green Unitarian Church
London – Oasis Church and Hub (Baptist)

Krishna

West Midlands – Shree Krishna Temple

Faith Projects

Bradford – Thornbury centre
Bradford – Anchor Project (Near Neighbours)
North East – The Holy Biscuit
Open Door North East

Other

Kent – Global Generation Church
Manchester – Chinese Buddhist Temple
Kent – Shrine of St Augustine
Luton – Roma Church
Leicester – Jain Centre
Leicester – Bahá’í Community



North Lincolnshire Museum (Gypsy/Roma Roundtable)
Wilberforce House Museum
London – Green Room St Mungos
Kent – Global Generation Church

Office address and general enquiries

2 Marsham Street

London
SW1P 4DF

Contact form
http://forms.communiti…

General enquiries: please use this number if you are a member of the public
030 3444 0000

Media enquiries

Email
newsdesk@communities.gov.uk

Please use this number if you are a journalist wishing to speak to Press
Office
0303 444 1209

Social media – MHCLG

Twitter – https://twitter.com/mhclg
Flickr – http://www.flickr.com/photos/mhclg
LinkedIn – http://www.linkedin.com/company/mhclg
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Press release: Independent review
calls for action to tackle serious and
organised waste crime

Rogue waste crime operators could be slapped with new fines if they mislabel
their waste to dodge tax rules, an independent review ordered by Environment
Secretary Michael Gove has recommended.

The review also concluded that compulsory electronic tracking of waste could
help clamp-down on illegal movements of waste at home and abroad, and that
there should be financial penalties for producers if their waste is found to
be deposited illegally.

The recommendations come from a major independent review ordered in June. It
looked at the government’s approach to tackling waste crime, which cost the
English economy more than £600 million in 2015. The recommendations of the
review will now be considered and responded to in Defra’s forthcoming
Resources and Waste Strategy.

The review found that the government should give the criminals responsible
greater cause to fear the consequences of their actions.

Welcoming the findings, Environment Secretary Michael Gove said:

The threat to society from waste crime is real. Criminals are
running illegal waste sites as a cover for theft, human
trafficking, drug running and money laundering.

It is costing our economy millions of pounds each year, and
blighting our communities.

I welcome today’s review. We are committed to clamping down on
these unscrupulous groups and we will set out our next steps in our
forthcoming Resources and Waste Strategy.

Other recommendations include:

A Joint Unit for Waste Crime (JUWC) led by the Environment Agency with
the Police, Crime Commissioners, HMRC and waste industry representatives
working together to tackle the most serious cases; and,
a national database of registered waste brokers to make it harder for
unscrupulous operators to do businesses.

Lizzie Noel who chaired the review said:
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In this report, we set out how we can modernise the structures,
capabilities and powers to manage and reduce the problem of
organised waste crime now and in the future.

Our intention must be to give the criminals responsible real cause
to fear the consequences of their actions. Today that is not the
case.

I would like to record my thanks to my review team, my advisory
board, colleagues at Defra and the Environment Agency.

Between 2011 and 2017, the Environment Agency stopped the operation of 5411
illegal waste sites.

While an average of two illegal waste sites are shut down every day, they
continue to create severe problems for local communities and business,
particularly in rural areas, as well as posing a risk to key national
infrastructure.

Since 2014, the Environment Agency has been given an extra £60million by the
government towards enforcement work to tackle waste crime. The extra
investment has shown a return of about £5 for every £1 extra spent.

Sir James Bevan, Chief Executive of the Environment Agency, said:

I welcome this review. Serious waste crime is the new narcotics –
it damages the environment and harms local communities.

The review rightly recognises the dedication of Environment Agency
officers who work tirelessly to bring the criminals to justice. In
the last year, the Environment Agency has closed down over 800
illegal waste sites and brought almost 100 successful waste crime
prosecutions.

But there is still more to be done. This report represents an
opportunity to ensure we have the right powers, resources and
coordination to win this fight.

The review builds on recent government measures to tackle waste crime,
including new powers for the Environment Agency to lock the gates to problem
waste sites to prevent waste illegally building up and powers to force
operators to clear all the waste at problem sites, and extending landfill tax
to include material disposed of at illegal waste sites. The government also
recently announced a new pilot scheme that will make available up to £10
million to the Environment Agency to work with partners to clear the worst
abandoned waste sites that blight local communities.

The recommendations of the review will now inform a strategic approach to
waste crime, which will be published in the government’s forthcoming
Resources and Waste Strategy later this year.
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Further information:

Serious and organised crime is the planning, coordinating and committing
serious offences, whether individually, in groups and/or as part of
transnational networks.
The review was chaired by Lizzie Noel, who was supported by an advisory
panel bringing a wide range of experience in serious organised crime,
security, and waste. The panel comprises Julia Mulligan, Police and
Crime Commissioner for North Yorkshire, Colin Church, former Chief
Executive Officer at Chartered Institution of Wastes Management, and
Craig Naylor, Deputy Chief Constable in Lincolnshire Police.
A study by the Home Office suggests that criminals may use waste
management activities such as operating illegal waste sites as a cover
for crimes such as theft, human trafficking, fraud, drugs supply,
firearms supply and money laundering.
Examples of recent prosecutions for waste crimes include arrests made
earlier this year in London for fraud and money laundering offences
across the country, and enforcement action taken in April 2017 after the
illegal dumping of 20,000 tonnes of waste at 17 sites across the
Midlands, North West and North East.
Householders can check if a waste carrier is an approved carrier on the
Environment Agency website.
For further information please contact Defra press office on 020 8225
7317 or out of hours on 0345 051 8486

The ten recommendations of the report are:

The Joint Unit for Waste Crime (JUWC) should be established.
Strategic relationships between the Environment Agency and PCCs should
be established.
The Environment Agency should be equipped with the necessary tools and
powers to pursue and disrupt organised crime.
Waste sector legislation should be amended to allow for more effective
prevention and disruption of organised crime.
Mandatory electronic tracking of waste, and a national database of
registered brokers, should be introduced at the earliest opportunity.
The Environment Agency should be granted full access to relevant police
databases.
Registration and duty of care requirements for carriers, brokers and
dealers should be reformed (including in relation to hazardous waste).
Waste producers should be held accountable for the end destination of
their waste products.
Plans for additional 2018-22 Environment Agency funding should be
reviewed to ensure consistency with plans for a Joint Unit for Waste
Crime
Government should reform funding for the regulation and policing of the
waste sector at the earliest opportunity.
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Press release: Independent review
calls for action to tackle serious and
organised waste crime

An independent review into serious and organised waste crime has been
published.
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