
Principal contractor fined after
worker suffered electrical burns

A vertical farming, glasshouses and energy company has been sentenced after a
worker came into contact with an 11kV overhead power line.

Beverley Magistrates’ Court heard that on 3 December 2018, a subcontractor
scaffolding worker was unloading some scaffolding poles near power cables in
Willerby, Hull, when one of the poles caught the overhead line. He sustained
burns to his leg and foot and was hospitalised.

An investigation by the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) found that the site
was very muddy, and operatives were unable to park their vehicles on site
near the work area, meaning they had to move the materials onto the site by
hand. There were also inadequate controls on site to warn of the overhead
cables.

Cambridge Glasshouse Company Limited of Wallingfen Park, Main Road, Newport
Brough, East Yorkshire pleaded guilty to breaching Section 14 of the
Electricity at Work Act 1989. The company was fined £333,333 and ordered to
pay costs of £1,235.

Speaking after the hearing, HSE inspector Sarah Robinson said: “The company
should have planned the work to mitigate the risks and had better signage and
controls around the site for overhead cables.

“This was a very serious incident and could have easily been fatal.”
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Notes to Editors:
1. The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) is Britain’s national regulator for workplace
health and safety. We prevent work-related death, injury and ill health through regulatory
actions that range from influencing behaviours across whole industry sectors through to
targeted interventions on individual businesses. These activities are supported by globally
recognised scientific expertise. www.hse.gov.uk
2. More about the legislation referred to in this case can be found at:
www.legislation.gov.uk/
3. HSE news releases are available at http://press.hse.gov.uk
4. Please see the link below to the page on HSE’s website that is the best guide to doing it
the right way:
https://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/gs6.
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