
Preventive action could save billions
of dollars in food assistance costs –
UN agency

As chronic hunger increase and food crises intensify worldwide, preventative
actions and investments in addressing their causes could result in savings
worth billions of dollars, a new United Nations report has found.

As an example,  an end to conflict in Syria and Yemen alone could save over
$500 million a year.

According to the UN World Food Programme (WFP), while ending conflict is
crucial, making national and local systems of relief more robust, is
equally important.

“Preventing food crises also requires long-term investment in education,
infrastructure and economic growth,” said Steven Were Omamo, the Chief of
Food Systems at WFP.

“While increases in per capita income help countries limit the scale of food
crises, even low-income countries can prevent crises by making these
investments.”

In its report entitled World Food Assistance: Preventing Food Crises, WFP
makes the case for tackling the root causes of food crises – not just
conflict, but climate shocks, chronic hunger and malnutrition; poorly
functioning food systems; and flawed political, social and economic
structures.

For example, helping countries and communities better manage the risks posed
by natural disasters – especially those related to climate change  – as well
as reducing displacement, could yield potential savings of close to $1
billion.

Concerted action could lower the agency’s costs  by more than $5 billion, the
report noted.

“In other words, there would be virtually no need for food assistance and the
money saved could be spent on longer-term developmental initiatives to
improve the lives of the most vulnerable,” said WFP.
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