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Today, the United States sanctioned two officials aligned with the former
Maduro regime pursuant to Executive Order 13962, which allows for the
designation of any person determined to be a current or former official of
the Government of Venezuela. Jorge Alberto Arreaza Montserrat was the
Minister of Foreign Affairs and Carol Bealexis Padilla de Arretureta is a
judge associated with the March 21 detainment of Interim President Juan
Guaido’s Chief of Staff Roberto Marrero.

Arreaza is at the forefront of the former Maduro regime’s attempts within the
international community to thwart the democratic aspirations of the
Venezuelan people. Padilla’s designation is a reminder that the ongoing
detention of Roberto Marrero and the acts of intimidation against President
Guaido and his supporters by the former Maduro regime will have consequences.
We demand his immediate release.

If Nicolas Maduro and those aligned with him continue to use imprisonment and
intimidation against the legitimate government and people of Venezuela, the
United States will respond. With our democratic partners in the region and
around the world, the United States will continue to support interim
President Guaido, the National Assembly, and the people of Venezuela.
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