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The United States is troubled and disappointed by reports that Maldivian
President Yameen has declared a State of Emergency, which gives sweeping
powers to security forces to arrest and detain suspects, bans public
gatherings, imposes travel restrictions, and suspends parts of the Maldivian
Constitution. The President, army, and police have also failed to obey ‎a
lawful Supreme Court ruling, contrary to the Constitution and rule of law.

Despite being elected in 2013 with the support of a broad coalition,
President Yameen has systematically alienated his coalition, jailed or exiled
every major opposition political figure, deprived elected Members of
Parliament of their right to represent their voters in the legislature,
revised laws to erode human rights, especially freedom of expression, and
weakened the institutions of government by firing any officials who refuse
orders that run contrary to Maldivian law and its Constitution.

The United States calls on President Yameen, the army, and police to comply
with the rule of law, implement the Supreme Court’s ruling and the rulings of
the Criminal Court, ensure the full and proper functioning of the Parliament,
and restore constitutionally guaranteed rights of the people and institutions
of the Maldives.
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