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The below is attributable to Deputy Spokesperson Robert Palladino: [J

Secretary Michael R. Pompeo met today with Iraqi Kurdistan Prime Minister
Nechirvan Barzani and congratulated him on his nomination to serve as the
President of the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG). The Secretary
emphasized strong U.S. support for continued dialogue between the KRG and the
central government in Baghdad. He also discussed the recent territorial
defeat of ISIS in Syria. Secretary Pompeo underscored the value of our
strategic relationship with Iraq and our longstanding friendship with the
IKR, which is vital for ensuring mutual security and regional stability.
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