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Today, I join those in China and around the world in mourning the tragic
passing of 2010 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate Liu Xiaobo, who died while serving
a lengthy prison sentence in China for promoting peaceful democratic reform.
Mr. Liu dedicated his life to the betterment of his country and humankind,
and to the pursuit of justice and liberty.

My heartfelt condolences go out to Liu’s wife Liu Xia and all of his loved
ones. I call on the Chinese government to release Liu Xia from house arrest
and allow her to depart China, according to her wishes.

In his fight for freedom, equality, and constitutional rule in China, Liu
Xiaobo embodied the human spirit that the Nobel Prize rewards. In his death,
he has only reaffirmed the Nobel Committee’s selection.
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