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On this International Day of Democracy, the United States reaffirms its
unwavering belief in democracy as the form of government with the greatest
capacity to advance peace, prosperity, and security, and to safeguard the
universal human rights, fundamental freedoms, and dignity of every person.
Enshrined in our own Constitution are bedrock principles essential to the
success of any democracy, including freedom of expression, the right to
peaceful assembly, respect for the rule of law, and a commitment to the
peaceful transfer of political power through free and fair elections.

Democratic ideals are at the core of our foreign policy. Established
democracies are our closest allies and our strongest partners in meeting
global challenges. We do not stand idly by when governments curtail the
rights of their citizens and work to undermine public faith in democratic
processes and institutions. As history demonstrates, those who imperil the
rights of their own people are prone to endanger the lives of other people.
That is why we stand with people everywhere who call upon their governments
to respect individual rights and freedoms, strengthen the rule of law,
prevent and combat corruption, and honor the will of the people as expressed
at the ballot box.

On this day, and every day, we join like-minded governments, civil society,
and ordinary people in our shared commitment to promote, protect, and advance
democratic values around the world.
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