Press release: Welsh Secretary salutes
the courage and excellence of the
Armed Forces in Wales

The hard work and dedication of Wales’ servicemen and women and those who
support them will be recognised at the Armed Forces in Wales awards today (30
Nov) .

Secretary of State for Wales Alun Cairns will deliver a keynote speech and
present the main award of the evening at the prestigious event in Cardiff
City Stadium.

Now in their fifth year, the awards honour the accomplishments and
professionalism of our servicemen and women, as well as employers and
individuals who work tirelessly to support our Service personnel.

The awards are:

e Sports

e Youth and Cadet

e Armed Forces Covenant
e Armed Forces Award

The UK Government has put defence at the heart of its vision for a Global
Britain. Earlier this year, the UK Government announced that the tenth Armed
Forces Day national event in 2018 will take place in and around Llandudno in
the borough of Conwy, North Wales. And with 2,000 troops and over 1,000 MoD
civilian staff based here, Wales is at the heart of the UK'’s Defence.

Secretary of State for Wales Alun Cairns said:

From the battlefields of Flanders to the deserts of Afghanistan,
Welsh servicemen and women have served in our Armed Forces for the
last century with distinction and commitment.

The Armed Forces in Wales Awards provide us with the opportunity to
show our appreciation and pride for our soldiers, sailors and air
personnel who sacrifice so much for others.

OQur debt of gratitude also extends to the families and friends they
leave behind but who contribute so much. I am privileged to have
the opportunity to celebrate their invaluable contribution to the
defence of our nation and I am humbled and honoured to be in their
company this evening.

The event will also recognise employers who have made an outstanding
commitment to support the Armed Forces.
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The Employer Recognition Scheme (ERS) Awards recognise employers who actively
support the Armed Forces community in their workplace and also encourage
others to follow their lead.

Mr Cairns added:

The companies nominated tonight have shown outstanding commitment
to supporting members of the Armed Forces, veterans, and their
families.

They have taken meaningful steps to ensure the Defence community
are not disadvantaged by the sacrifice they make in helping keep
this country safe. The actions of these employers make it crystal
clear that regardless of size, location, or sector, employing
people with military skills is good for business.
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