
Press release: UK to host Gavi
pledging conference in 2020

The UK will host a major international conference in 2020 to raise funds for
life-saving vaccinations for some of the world’s poorest children,
International Development Secretary Penny Mordaunt announced today.

The conference will bring together political leaders, civil society, public
and private donors, vaccine manufacturers and governments to support the
global vaccination body Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, which has protected 700
million children in countries like Malawi, Haiti and Cameroon from diseases
like measles, whooping cough and pneumonia since 2000.

More recently Gavi has delivered the first ever cholera vaccination campaign
in Yemen, which helped protect more than 450,000 people. Last year alone,
Senegal became the first Gavi-supported country in West Africa to introduce
the HPV vaccine into its routine immunisation programme, protecting 200,000
nine-year-old girls against cervical cancer.

Hosting this conference demonstrates the UK’s ongoing commitment to global
health security and creating equal access to vaccines for children, wherever
they live. UK aid already supports Gavi and our contribution will vaccinate
76 million children, saving 1.4 million lives from vaccine-preventable
diseases by 2020.

International Development Secretary Penny Mordaunt said:

The UK’s commitment to immunise millions of children and save lives
is delivered through our partnership with Gavi and I am delighted
the UK will be hosting the Gavi conference in 2020.

Immunisation is a vital part of all our lives and no child should
suffer by at the hands of a vaccine-preventable disease. But
tragically over half a million children continue to die in Africa
every year from vaccine preventable diseases.

By bringing together international donors at this conference we can
help create a healthier, safer and more prosperous world which is
in all of our interests.

Gavi CEO Dr Seth Berkley said:

The UK helped create Gavi and has been one of our strongest
supporters ever since. But for us British support means more than
the vital funding and guidance we receive from the UK government.
The UK supports Gavi’s mission in many other ways, from British
innovations like GSK’s lifesaving vaccines or Dulas’ solar vaccine
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fridges, to British academics from the London School of Hygiene and
Tropical Medicine or Imperial College London, to British advocates
like Comic Relief or Save the Children.

That’s why I’m delighted we are returning to the UK for our third
replenishment, where I hope the UK will again help us to continue
our work protecting children across the world against some of the
world’s deadliest diseases.

Gavi Board Chair Dr Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala said:

Vaccines don’t just build healthier societies, they build healthier
economies. I’ve seen this for myself during my time as Finance
Minister for Nigeria: children that have been protected against
severe, debilitating illnesses are more likely to go to school, are
more likely to get good jobs and are less likely to have parents
and siblings taking time off work to care for them.

That’s why I’d like to thank the UK for its offer to host this
replenishment and for its wider leadership in global health. Next
year’s event will help Gavi to build on the $150 billion worth of
economic benefits it has already helped to generate and give many
more children a platform on which to build a brighter future.

The UK is Gavi’s largest donor and is currently responsible for 25% of Gavi’s
budget and UK aid is helping to ensure children in the world’s poorest
countries receive the vaccines they need.

Next year’s event builds on previous Gavi replenishment conferences, the
first hosted in London in 2011 – which raised US$ 4.3 billion and was
attended by Bill Gates.

Since its last replenishment in Berlin in 2015, which raised US$7.5 billion,
Gavi has also helped 15 countries to transition out of Gavi support and fund
100% of their own vaccination programmes.

Gavi helps drive down the price of vaccinations by pooling demand from the
world’s poorest countries which has helped boost vaccine coverage from 60% to
80% in Gavi-supported countries since 2000.

Notes to editors

This replenishment event follows the successful Gavi pledging conference
in Berlin in January 2015, which raised US$7.5 billion for the 2016-2020
period.
Next year’s event will raise funds to support Gavi’s programmes from
2021-2025.
The investment case, which will set out the amount required, will be
published later this year.
The UK has committed £1.44 billion to Gavi from 2016-2020, including



funding to its innovative finance mechanisms.
1 in 5 children in Gavi countries (20%) are missing out on the full
course of basic diphtheria, tetanus and pertussis (DTP3) vaccine
Around 1 in 7 children worldwide (15%) are missing out on the full
course of basic diphtheria, tetanus and pertussis (DTP3) vaccine
1 in 10 children worldwide (9%) don’t receive any vaccines whatsoever
Gavi’s work is contributing to 14 of the 17 Global Goals key to creating
a better and more sustainable future for all.

About Gavi

About Gavi

Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance is a public-private partnership committed to
saving children’s lives and protecting people’s health by increasing
equitable use of vaccines in lower-income countries.
The Vaccine Alliance brings together developing country and donor
governments, the World Health Organization, UNICEF, the World Bank, the
vaccine industry, technical agencies, civil society, the Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation and other private sector partners. Gavi uses innovative
finance mechanisms to secure sustainable funding and adequate supply of
quality vaccines.
Since 2000, Gavi has contributed to the immunisation of 700 million
children and the prevention of 10 million future deaths.
Gavi has a unique model – it is a public private partnership that pools
demand from the world’s poorest countries, helping it to drive down the
price of vaccines. Thanks to Gavi’s work with manufacturers, supported
countries pay less than US$ 28 for a full course of 11 vaccines compared
with the US price of over US$ 1,100 for comparable vaccines. Gavi needs
predictable financing, received through the replenishment process, to
allow manufacturers and implementing countries to forecast demand over
each five year period, helping to drive value for money and maximise the
impact of every penny invested in the Vaccine Alliance.
Gavi is responsible for funding the global vaccine stockpiles of
cholera, yellow fever and meningitis vaccines. Thanks to a unique
agreement between Gavi and Merck there is also a stockpile of 300,000
investigational doses of Ebola vaccine, which are now being used to
tackle the outbreak in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC).
Even the poorest country must contribute some of their own money towards
each vaccine delivered by Gavi. As countries get richer their
governments put more of their own money into their vaccine programmes
until they are fully funded by the country themselves. Fifteen countries
have already successfully ‘transitioned’ out of Gavi support in this
way.


