Press release: UK Hydrographic Office
welcomes Maritime 2050 strategy

The UK Hydrographic Office (UKHO) has welcomed the publication of the UK
government’s ‘Maritime 2050’ strategy paper, which sets out the vision for
the future of the UK maritime sector.

The strategy, which has been developed in consultation with agencies
including the UKHO and the wider public and private sectors, sets out a
series of detailed recommendations to help the UK maintain its position as a
leading global maritime nation. These recommendations span themes including
the environment, international trade, security and resilience,
infrastructure, people and technology.

A focus on the positive impact that smart shipping and use of autonomous
vessels could have on the environment, as well as safety and efficiency
across the maritime industry, forms a key part of the paper. In recognition
of these benefits, the strategy supports collaboration between the UKHO,
Maritime & Coastguard Agency, industry experts and the wider government to
develop navigation and safety data requirements that enable the use of these
technologies in the future.

The strategy also recognises the value of marine geospatial data in unlocking
economic potential for maritime-related industries, with further
recommendations to not only fully map the seabed in the UK’'s Exclusive
Economic Zone (spanning 6,805,586 sq. km) to modern standards, but also play
a key role in international efforts to chart the world’s seabed. This aim
will be key to helping government and the wider industry improve our
understanding of how we can protect and sustainably benefit from the global
marine environment.

Commenting on the Maritime 2050 paper, Cathrine Armour, Director of Customer
Division, said:

The UK Hydrographic Office welcomes the publication of Maritime
2050, which sets out a compelling vision for the future of the UK
maritime sector. The UK has the world’s fifth largest Exclusive
Economic Zone and the better we understand our oceans, the better
placed we will be to ensure its prosperity whilst capitalising on
the opportunities that exist.

As the government’s hydrographic and marine geospatial data
experts, we are proud of the part we play in mapping the UK’s
seabed and enabling the future of maritime navigation. At the same
time, we can only meet the ambitions of Maritime 2050 through a
collaborative approach that brings together the expertise and
insights of all our partners across government, industry and
academia. We look forward to working closely with these partners to
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fulfil these goals.

You can read the strategy in full here:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/maritime-2050-navigating-the-futur
e



