Press release: Repeat offender has
sentence increased after Attorney
General’s referral

A man found to be in possession of a gun while on bail and subject to a
Serious Crime Prevention Order has today had his sentence increased after the
Attorney General, Geoffrey Cox QC MP, referred his sentence to the Court of
Appeal as unduly lenient.

During a search of 29 year old Mafuta Capitao’s home, police discovered a
semi-automatic pistol. In addition to this, they found mobile phones and sim
cards that had not been disclosed to law enforcement, as required under
restrictions placed on Capitao following previous imprisonment for robbery
and conspiracy to blackmail. At this time Capitao was also on bail, having
been arrested for carrying a lock knife earlier in the year.

Capitao was originally sentenced at Wood Green Crown Court in July, where he
was given 5 years 5 months imprisonment. Today, after the Attorney General’s
referral, the Court of Appeal increased his sentence to 7 years 5 months.

Commenting on the increase, the Attorney General said:

“Capitao has an extensive history of offending, and failed to adhere to the
restrictions put upon him. These restrictions are put in place to enable law
enforcement to prevent reoffending and protect members of the public; the
Court of Appeal’s decision today sends a clear message that such breaches
will be punished severely.”
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