
Press release: Rapist has sentence
increased after Solicitor General’s
referral

A man who attacked and raped a woman has today had his sentence increased
after the Solicitor General, Robert Buckland QC MP, referred his sentence for
being too low.

Samuel Simms, 45, attacked his victim before forcing her to the floor and
raping her. Afterwards, in a conversation partially recorded by the victim,
Simms threatened to kill both himself and the victim while gesticulating with
a knife.

Simms was originally sentenced at Woolwich Crown Court in April, where he was
given a sentence of 5 years’ imprisonment. Today, after the Solicitor
General’s referral, the Court of Appeal increased his sentence to 8 years.

Commenting on the sentence increase, the Solicitor General said:

Simms subjected his victim to a callous attack which resulted in
serious emotional trauma. The results of his actions will be long-
lasting, and I hope that the increased sentence handed down today
will more accurately reflect this.
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