Press release: PM bilateral meeting
with President Varela: 14 May 2018

A Downing Street spokesperson said:

The Prime Minister held a bilateral meeting with the President of
Panama, Juan Carlos Varela, at Downing Street earlier today.

They discussed the importance of the international community
continuing to come together to uphold the global prohibition on the
use of chemical weapons, particularly in the wake of the attack in
Douma, Syria, and the attempted murder of the Skripals in
Salisbury.

They discussed regional security cooperation, agreeing on the
importance of our joint work to address cross-border threats
including the trafficking of narcotics, people, contraband and
counterfeit goods, and illicit finance.

They discussed joint anti-corruption efforts, and the Prime
Minister noted the importance of seeing further progress in
introducing anti-corruption legislation and criminalising tax
evasion in Panama.

They also discussed education, noting the strong teacher training
links between our two countries and the centrality of education to
development.

Finally, they discussed trade, agreeing trade links between the UK
and Panama would continue to go from strength to strength as the UK
leaves the EU. In particular, they welcomed the approach agreed at
the March European Council to provide continuity during the
implementation period for international agreements, which could be
swiftly transitioned into new bilateral agreements once the
implementation period ends.
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