
Press release: PM approves appointment
of new Judicial Commissioners

The Prime Minister has approved the appointment of 13 Judicial Commissioners
under the Investigatory Powers Act 2016. These Commissioners will work with
the Investigatory Powers Commissioner Lord Justice Fulford. The Commissioners
are all appointed for a 3 year term.

Biographical Notes
Sir Nicholas Blake was called to the Bar (M) in 1974, took Silk in 1994 and
was elected a Bencher in 2002. He was appointed an Assistant Recorder in
1999, a Recorder in 2000 and a Deputy High Court Judge in 2002. He was a High
Court Judge assigned to the Queen’s Bench Division from 2007 to 2017 and was
the President of the Upper Tribunal (Immigration and Asylum Chamber) from
2010 to 2013.

Lord Bonomy, before his appointment to the Bench, was a solicitor in
litigation-oriented practice from 1970 to 1983, an advocate from 1984 to 1993
and Queen’s Counsel from 1993 to 1996. He also served as an Advocate Depute
between 1990 and 1993 and Home Advocate Depute from 1993 until 1996. He was
appointed a Judge of the Supreme Courts in January 1997. From 1998 until 2004
he held office as a Surveillance Commissioner. Between June 2004 and August
2009, he served as a judge of the UN International Criminal Tribunal for the
Former Yugoslavia. Following his return to Parliament House on 1 September
2009, he was again appointed a Surveillance Commissioner, and with effect
from 16 August 2010 was appointed to the Inner House.

Lord Bracadale was admitted to the Faculty of Advocates in 1985 and served as
an Advocate Depute from 1990 to 1993. He was Standing Junior Counsel in
Scotland to HM Customs and Excise in 1995. He was appointed Queen’s Counsel
in 1995. He served as Home Advocate Depute from 1997 to 1998 (Principal Crown
Counsel). In 2000-2001 he was senior Crown Counsel at the trial and appeal at
the Scottish Court at the Netherlands of Abdel Basset Al Megrahi for the
Lockerbie bombing. He was appointed a Judge of the Supreme Courts in 2003 and
appointed to the Inner House in April 2013.

Dame Linda Dobbs was called to the Bar (G) in 1981, elected as a Bencher in
2002 and took silk in 1998. She was appointed a part time Special Adjudicator
of the Asylum and Immigration Tribunal in 1999, Chairman of the Criminal Bar
Association in 2003, a Judge of the High Court assigned to the Queen’s Bench
Division from 2004 to 2013, and was appointed Chairman of the Magistrates’
Committee at the Judicial Studies Board in 2006.

Lord Gill lectured in the Faculty of Law of Edinburgh University before being
admitted to the Faculty of Advocates in 1967. He was appointed Queen’s
Counsel in 1981. He is a member of the English Bar (Lincoln’s Inn, 1991;
Bencher 2002). He was an advocate depute 1977 to1979; Standing Junior Counsel
to the Foreign and Commonwealth Office (1974 to1977), the Home Office (1979
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to1981) and the Scottish Education Department (1979 to1981); and Deputy
Chairman of the Copyright Tribunal (1989 to1994). He was Keeper of the
Advocates Library from 1987 to 1994. He was appointed a Judge in 1994. Lord
Gill was Chairman of the Lands Valuation Appeal Court and was Chairman of the
Scottish Law Commission from 1996 to 2001. Lord Gill was appointed Lord
President and Lord Justice General in June 2012 having held the position of
Lord Justice Clerk and President of the Second Division of the Inner House
from November 2001.

Lord Justice Gillen was called to the bar (G) in 1970 and took Silk in 1983.
He was appointed as a High Court Judge in the Court of Judicature Northern
Ireland in 1999 and was assigned as the Family Judge in 2001, holding this
position and that of Chairman of the Children Order Advisory Committee until
2006. In 2008, he was assigned as the Senior Judge of the Queen’s Bench
Division. He was sworn in as a Lord Justice of Appeal in September 2014. In
September 2015, Lord Justice Gillen was invited by the Lord Chief Justice of
Northern Ireland to lead a major Review of Civil & Family Justice in that
jurisdiction and the final reports from that review, which set out a
comprehensive set of proposals for fundamental reform, were launched in
September 2017.

Sir Henry Globe was called to the bar (M) in 1972, elected as a Bencher in
2005.He was appointed an Assistant Recorder in 1987, a Recorder in 1991, a
Circuit Judge in 2003 and a Senior Circuit Judge the same year. He was Hon.
Recorder of Liverpool 2003 to 2011.He was appointed to the High Court
(Queen’s Bench Division) in 2011 and was a Presiding Judge of the North
Eastern Circuit from 2013 to 2016.

Sir John Goldring was called to the Bar (L) in 1969 and took Silk in 1987. He
was elected a Bencher in 1996. He was appointed a Recorder in 1987, a Deputy
Senior Judge, Sovereign Base Areas, Cyprus from 1991 to 1999, a Deputy High
Court Judge in 1996 and a Judge of the Courts of Appeal of Jersey and
Guernsey in 1998. He was a High Court Judge assigned to the Queen’s Bench
Division from 1999 to 2015; he served as a Presiding Judge for the Midland
Circuit from 2002 to 2005 and Commissioner for the Judicial Appointments
Commission from 2006 to 2008. He became a Lord Justice of Appeal in 2008,
Deputy Senior Presiding Judge of England and Wales from 2008 to 2009 and
Senior Presiding Judge of England and Wales from 2010 to 2012.He was
appointed as an Assistant Coroner for South Yorkshire (East) and West
Yorkshire (West) on 13 February 2013 to conduct the fresh inquests into those
who died as a result of the Hillsborough disaster.

Sir John Griffith-Williams was called to the Bar (G) in 1968, took Silk in
1985 and elected as a Bencher in 1994. He was appointed a Recorder in 1984, a
Member of the Bar Council from 1990 to 1993, a Deputy High Court Judge in
1993 and an Assistant Commissioner for the Boundary Commission for Wales from
1994 to 2000. He was appointed Leader of the Wales and Chester Circuit from
1996 to 1998, a Member of the Criminal Injuries Compensation Board from 1999
to 2000, Chancellor for the Diocese of Landaff in 1999 (Deputy Chancellor
from 1996 to 1999), a Circuit Judge in 2000 and a Senior Circuit Judge and
Honorary Recorder of Cardiff in 2001. He was appointed the Resident Judge for
Cardiff Crown Court from 2001 to 2007, Judge of the High Court assigned to



the Queen’s Bench Division from 2007 to 2015, Presiding Judge for the Wales
Circuit from 2010 to 2013 and a Chairman of the Special Immigration Appeals
Commission in July 2014

Sir Kenneth Parker was called to the Bar (G) in 1975, took Silk in 1992 and
was elected as a Bencher in 2002. He was appointed an Assistant Recorder in
1999 and a Recorder in 2000. He was appointed Deputy Chairman of the
Information Tribunal and National Security Appeals Tribunal in 2001 (now
known as Deputy Judge of the Upper Tribunal (Administrative Appeals Chamber)
and Judge of the First Tier Tribunal (General Regulatory Chamber)). He was
appointed a Recorder in 2005. He was appointed a Law Commissioner and
approved to sit as a Deputy High Court Judge in 2006. He was a Judge of the
High Court assigned to the Queen’s Bench Division from 2009 to 2015 and
appointed a Judge by Request (Upper Tribunal (Immigration Appeals Chamber))
in 2010

Sir John Saunders was called to the Bar (G) in 1972 and took Silk in 1992. He
was appointed a Recorder in 1990 and a Legal Member of the Restricted
Patients Panel in 1999. He was appointed a Senior Circuit Judge and the
Recorder of Birmingham in 2004.He was a Judge of the High Court assigned to
the Queen’s Bench Division from 2007 to 2016. He was appointed a Presiding
Judge of the South Eastern Circuit from 2009 to 2012 and a Member of the
Sentencing Council for England and Wales in 2013.

Sir Stephen Silber was called to the Bar (G) in 1968, elected as a Bencher in
1994 and took Silk in 1987. He was appointed an Assistant Recorder in 1982, a
Recorder in 1987 and approved to sit as a Deputy High Court Judge in 1995. He
was a Judge of the High Court, assigned to the Queen’s Bench Division from
1999 to 2015. He was appointed Legal Member of the Special Immigration
Appeals Commission in 2002, Judge of the Employment Appeal Tribunal in 2004,
Deputy Chairman of the Security Vetting Appeal Tribunal in 2009 and Judge by
Request of the Upper Tribunal Administrative Appeals and Immigration and
Asylum in 2011.

Sir Alan Wilkie was called to the Bar (I) in 1974, took Silk in 1992 and was
elected a Bencher in 2001. He was appointed an Assistant Recorder in 1992, a
Recorder in 1995, a Circuit Judge in 1997 and a Law Commissioner in 2000. He
was a Judge of the High Court, assigned to the Queen’s Bench Division from
2004 to 2017, Presiding Judge for the North Eastern Circuit from 2007 to 2010
and was appointed a Member of the Judicial Appointments Commission in 2012.

Background
Section 227 of the Investigatory Powers Act 2016 provides for the Prime
Minister to appoint the Investigatory Powers Commissioner (IPC) and Judicial
Commissioners. The role of the IPC is to authorise and oversee the use of
Investigatory Powers by public authorities.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2016/25/section/227/enacted

