Press release: PHE launches ‘Cervical
Screening Saves Lives’ campaign

Public Health England (PHE) has today, Tuesday 5 March 2019, launched the
major new national campaign ‘Cervical Screening Saves Lives’, to increase the
number of women attending their cervical screening across England.

The campaign will encourage women to respond to their cervical screening
invitation letter, and if they missed their last screening, to book an
appointment at their GP practice.

Around 2,600 women are diagnosed with cervical cancer in England each year,
and around 690 women die from the disease, which is 2 deaths every day. It is
estimated that if everyone attended screening regularly, 83% of cervical
cancer cases could be prevented.

New research from PHE shows that nearly all women eligible for screening
(90%) would be likely to take a test that could help prevent cancer — and of
those who have attended screening, 9 in 10 (94%) would encourage others who
are worried to attend their cervical screening. Despite this, screening is at
a 20-year low, with 1 in 4 eligible women (those aged 25 to 64) in the UK not
attending their test.

The new PHE campaign provides practical information about how to make the
test more comfortable, and gives reassurance to women, who may be fearful of
finding out they have cancer, that screening is not a test for cancer.

Regular screening, which only takes a few minutes, can help stop cervical
cancer before it starts, as the test identifies potentially harmful cells
before they become cancerous, and ensures women get the right treatment as
soon as possible.

The PHE research shows that once they have been screened, the vast majority
of women feel positive about the experience, with 8 in 10 (87%) stating they
are ‘glad they went’ and that they were ‘put at ease by the nurse or doctor
doing the test’ (84%).

Professor Anne Mackie, Director of Screening Programmes at PHE said:

The decline in numbers getting screened for cervical cancer is a
major concern as it means millions of women are missing out on a
potentially life-saving test. Two women die every day in England
from cervical cancer, yet it is one of the most preventable cancers
if caught early.

We want to see a future generation free of cervical cancer but we
will only achieve our vision if women take up their screening
invitations. This is a simple test which takes just five minutes
and could save your life. It's just not worth ignoring.
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Steve Brine, Public Health Minister said:

It is a tragedy that women are needlessly dying of cancer when a
simple test can identify any risks early on. We hope this new
campaign — the first of its kind in this country — will save lives
and I am delighted to see it launch today.

Improving cancer detection and diagnosis is a core part of our Long
Term Plan for the NHS, and from April, any patients with suspected
cancer will begin to receive a diagnosis or the all clear within 28
days, and £200 million is being invested to fund new ways to
rapidly detect and treat cancer.

Dr Dawn Harper said:

Cervical screening is one of the most important things women can do
to protect themselves from the risk of cervical cancer. Screening
can stop cancer before it starts and saves thousands of lives every
year.

Some women are nervous or embarrassed about the test and put off
having it done. While it’s not the most enjoyable experience most
women say it wasn’t as bad as expected and were glad they did it.

The tests are usually done at your GP surgery by female nurses who
are trained to make women feel more comfortable and talk them
through the process. I cannot stress how important it is not to
ignore your screening letter — it’s a five-minute test that could
be lifesaving.

Christine Lampard, television presenter, said:

I can't say I'm thrilled when my cervical screening invite 1is
posted through my door, but I know how important it is that I get
tested. It’s an awkward five minutes that could save your life!

As a mother, I will never ignore my screening invitation and when
my daughter, Patsy, is old enough, I‘ll encourage her to attend her
screenings too. As women we should talk positively about our bodies
and the importance of cervical screening — it’s an important way to
protect our health.

The campaign is also being supported by charities, including Jo’s Cervical
Cancer Trust. Activity includes new advertising on TV and other channels,
together with the cascade of information through GP surgeries and pharmacies.

For further information about cervical screening, please search ‘NHS Cervical
Screening’ or view the NHS Cervical Screening resources.



https://www.nhs.uk/cervicalscreening

Background

e This campaign is run with the support of NHS England and charity
partners, such as Jo’s Cervical Cancer Trust, Eve Appeal and Lady Garden

e Campaign assets including the new TV advert, can be downloaded from
Dropbox

e Cancer is one of the leading causes of premature death in England,
accounting for over 40% of premature deaths, with an annual cost to the
NHS of £5 billion. Early diagnosis of cancer and screening programmes
are important parts of the NHS Long Term Plan



https://www.dropbox.com/sh/9xbcy9wx82n6pjf/AAC2UuRM_495-P0s4Lm9E9D4a?dl=0
https://www.england.nhs.uk/long-term-plan/

