
Press release: Nomination of Suffragan
Bishop of Ripon: 9 November 2017

The Queen has approved the nomination of the Right Reverend Dr Helen-Ann
Macleod Hartley, MTheol, ThM, MPhil, DPhil, Bishop of Waikato in the Diocese
of Waikato and Taranaki, in New Zealand, to the Suffragan See of Ripon, in
the Diocese of Leeds in succession to the Right Reverend James Harold Bell,
MA, on his resignation 30 April 2017.

Bishop Helen-Ann (44) was born in Edinburgh, and grew up in Sunderland. She
was educated at the University of St Andrews, Princeton Theological Seminary
in the USA, and Worcester College, University of Oxford, where she is an
Honorary Fellow. She trained for ordination on the St Alban’s and Oxford
Ministry Course, and was ordained deacon in 2005, and priested in 2006. She
was Curate in the Benefice of Wheatley, and then in the parish of Littlemore,
both in Oxford Diocese. In 2008 she was appointed Lecturer in New Testament
at Ripon College Cuddesdon, and later Director of Biblical Studies. In 2012
she became Dean for the New Zealand Dioceses at the College of St John the
Evangelist in Auckland. She was elected Bishop of Waikato in August 2013, and
was consecrated on 22 February 2014.

Bishop Helen-Ann has published with SPCK, and is a regular contributor to the
Daily Reflections series for Church House Publishing. She has also
contributed to the Pilgrim course.

She is married to Myles, an organist and church musician. Her interests
include the night sky, contemporary fiction and visual arts, going to the
gym, and watching netball.
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