Press release: New team to help
Commonwealth citizens confirm their
status in the UK

The new dedicated team will work across government to help individuals
identify and gather evidence to confirm their existing right to be in the UK.
The team will include a dedicated contact point and aim to resolve cases
within 2 weeks once the evidence has been put together. In addition, no one
affected will be charged for the documentation which proves their right to be
here.

The package of measures is being introduced to support individuals, who have
resided in the UK for an extended period of time, and encourage them to come
forward and regularise their stay. It will help guide individuals through the
process and use data from across government to help build a picture that will
evidence a person’s right to be here.

Home Secretary Amber Rudd said:

This is about individuals, people who have built their lives here
in the UK and contributed so much to our society. I don’t want them
to feel unwelcome or to be in any doubt about their right to remain
here. There is absolutely no question about their right to remain
and I am very sorry for any confusion or anxiety felt.

The vast majority will already have documentation that proves their
right to be here. For those that don’t I am announcing a new
dedicated team that will be set up to help these people with
getting the documentation they need and do it quickly.

We've also set up a webpage and have been speaking to charities,
community groups and High Commissioners about providing advice and
reassurance to those affected and we will set up a dedicated
contact point to ensure this is resolved as soon as possible.

The new team will work with HM Revenue and Customs, the Department for Work
and Pensions, the Department of Health and Social Care, the Department for
Education and other relevant bodies to help people evidence their right to be
here.

The Home Office has also published a new web page which provides information
and guidance for former Commonwealth citizens.

It gives examples of the type of evidence that can be provided to support
applications including exam certificates, employment records, your National
Insurance number, birth and marriage certificates or bills and letters.
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