
Press release: Minister for Europe
visits Albania and Kosovo

During his first official visits to Albania and Kosovo, the Minister will
meet senior government representatives, entrepreneurs, journalists and future
leaders to reaffirm the UK’s commitment to the Western Balkans and to discuss
preparations for the UK-hosted 2018 Western Balkans Summit.

In Tirana, Albania, the Minister will hold discussions with Prime Minister
Edi Rama, Minister of Foreign Affairs Ditmir Bushati, Interior Minister
Fatmir Xhafaj and Justice Minister Etilda Gjonaj. He will discuss the UK
cooperation on judicial reform, the fight against organised crime and
tackling corruption.

With Interior Minister Xhafaj, the Minister will attend the launch of
Albania’s Strategic Plan to tackle Organised Crime Strategy. Sir Alan will
also meet Chevening Scholars and young entrepreneurs

In Pristina, Kosovo, the Minister will meet President Thaci, Prime Minister
Haradinaj, the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Communities and Return,
and the Ministers of Justice and Internal Affairs to discuss UK support for
the rule of law in Kosovo.

The Minister for Europe Sir Alan Duncan said:

My first official visits to Albania and Kosovo come at an important
time, as we continue to work with our partners in the region on
reform and progress.

In Albania the UK is working to help judicial reform and the fight
against organised crime and corruption, as well as the country’s EU
membership aspirations.

The UK has a special relationship with Kosovo. We were the first
country to recognise its independence, and we remain committed to
supporting Kosovo’s progress and working together on rule of law.
We have a joint interest in seeing Kosovo develop into a prosperous
country that is a source of stability in the region.
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