
Press release: Minister for Europe
delivers key speech at Ukraine
conference

Two months on from the London Ukraine Reform Conference, Sir Alan Duncan will
travel to Ukraine where he will meet representatives of the Ukrainian
government, including the Vice Prime Minister for European Integration Ivanna
Klympush-Tsyntsadze. He will also hear about the deteriorating human rights
situation in Crimea, illegally annexed by Russia, when he meets with Crimean
human rights defenders.

Sir Alan will deliver a keynote speech at the Yalta European Strategy (YES)
Forum, an annual conference focusing on Ukraine’s European future. He will
reaffirm that the UK government will continue to support the Ukrainian people
and government in their efforts to implement an ambitious programme of
political and economic reform.

Ahead of his visit, Sir Alan said:

I am delighted to make my first trip to Ukraine and I’m looking
forward to following up on the priority reform areas discussed at
the London Ukraine Reform Conference. It’s clear that Ukraine’s
security and success matters to the UK, Europe and beyond. I urge
the Ukrainian government to push forward their ambitious reform
programme, particularly on anti-corruption, pensions, healthcare
and the judiciary.

My message to the Ukrainian people and government is that we stand
shoulder-to-shoulder with you in upholding Ukraine’s sovereignty
and territorial integrity. As the UK leaves the EU, our political
and practical support will not diminish. We remain committed to
Ukraine over the long term, and fully support Ukraine’s path
towards greater integration with Europe.

I will also meet Crimean human rights defenders to discuss the
deteriorating human rights situation in Crimea. The UK does not,
and will not, recognise the illegal annexation of the Crimean
peninsula by Russia. Crimea is Ukraine.
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