
Press release: Luton coach boss banned
for hiding fleet

Craig Andrew Hughes (27) of Luton was the registered director of HL Tours
Limited from July 2013. Based in Bedford, the company provided private hire
coach services catering to schools and private clients.

However, the company could not pay its debts and entered into a Creditors
Voluntary Liquidation (CVL) in October 2017, owing its creditors £38,000. An
Insolvency Practitioner was appointed but faced obstacles throughout.

Two months before the company entered into liquidation, Craig Hughes removed
the three coaches without the permission of the liquidator and tried to hide
them.

Despite letters from the liquidator threatening legal action, Craig Hughes
refused to reveal their location. The coaches were eventually found almost a
year later but their condition had deteriorated and they had lost value by
the time they were sold in the liquidation, to the detriment of the company’s
creditors.

Craig Hughes also failed to ensure the company maintained or preserved
adequate accounting records or failed to deliver them to the liquidator,
which would have explained the position regarding the company’s assets and
several financial transactions.

For example, there were no explanations behind almost £133,000 of bank
transfers, including £127,000 to an account held by Craig Hughes himself.

On 28 March 2019 the Secretary of State accepted a nine-year disqualification
undertaking from Craig Andrew Hughes.

Effective from 18 April 2019, he is banned for nine years from directly or
indirectly becoming involved, without the permission of the court, in the
promotion, formation or management of a company.

Lawrence Zussman, Deputy Head of Investigations for the Insolvency Service,
said:

Craig Hughes thought he could hide assets from the liquidator,
three coaches no less, to avoid paying his creditors even in the
face of legal action. Thankfully, the coaches were recovered and
sold on.

Directors have responsibilities to their creditors and a nine-year
disqualification demonstrates the consequences of those who put
their interests above anyone else.
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Craig Andrew Hughes is from Luton and his date of birth is July 1991.

HL Tours Limited (Company number 08272907).

A disqualification order has the effect that without specific permission of a
court, a person with a disqualification cannot:

act as a director of a company
take part, directly or indirectly, in the promotion, formation or
management of a company or limited liability partnership
be a receiver of a company’s property

Disqualification undertakings are the administrative equivalent of a
disqualification order but do not involve court proceedings. Persons subject
to a disqualification order are bound by a range of other restrictions.

Further information about the work of the Insolvency Service, and how to
complain about financial misconduct, is available.

You can also follow the Insolvency Service on:

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/corporate-insolvency-effect-of-a-disqualification-order
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/insolvency-service

