
Press release: High tech system
promotes wildlife around Devon and
Cornwall roads

Images from space and computer wizardry have helped Highways England develop
a ground breaking approach to promoting wildlife habitat along trunk roads in
Devon and Cornwall.

Satellite photos and earth observation techniques have been combined with
Highways England wildlife data in a software system that can predict areas
where biodiversity schemes will pack the biggest punch.

And the system is proving so successful it has been nominated for an
environmental award from CIRIA Big Diversity Challenge.

Highways England’s ecologist, Leo Gubert, explained:

It sounds complicated but essentially the software crunches our
data on habitats and species together with information on the
surrounding landscape to find the best locations for habitat
creation and enhancement schemes as well as landscape management
projects.

We look at the populations and habitat connectivity for wildlife
such as dormice, bats, endangered butterflies and also species of
plants that are of conservation priority and then decide which
schemes to prioritise.

The system has been used to deliver a vast woodland and hedgerow connectivity
scheme at 21 sites along the A30 and A38 in Devon and Cornwall with 10,000
native trees and shrubs filling or reducing gaps in hedgerow and woodland
along the roadside. In total the planting has connected over 105 miles of
habitat on the verges and wider landscape adjacent to the roads.

Tree planting scheme on the A30/A38

Last winter a heathland creation scheme was also undertaken, with a vision to
connect existing heathland on important sites such as Dartmoor, Bodmin and
Goss Moor.

A planting scheme promoting habitat for the super rare marsh fritillary
butterfly in the Goss Moor area in Cornwall has also been delivered.

The system which was developed in conjunction with CEH (Centre of Ecology and
Hydrology) picked up second place in the medium/large scale award at the
Ciria BIG Biodiversity Challenge ceremony at the Royal College of Physicians
in London..

http://www.government-world.com/press-release-high-tech-system-promotes-wildlife-around-devon-and-cornwall-roads/
http://www.government-world.com/press-release-high-tech-system-promotes-wildlife-around-devon-and-cornwall-roads/
http://www.government-world.com/press-release-high-tech-system-promotes-wildlife-around-devon-and-cornwall-roads/


Leo added:

I am delighted we have been shortlisted amongst so many other
projects. It is a perfect example of how new technologies can be a
powerful tool in the decision making process maximising our efforts
to enhance biodiversity on our road verges.

The result can be wonderful benefits for biodiversity on the land
we manage while providing a real sense of achievement for everyone
involved.

Highways England is committed to a national Biodiversity Plan which is being
supported by a £30 million national investment programme over the next five
years.

The plan recognises road verges and associated land can be managed to provide
areas of habitat, relatively free from human access that may be scarce in the
surrounding landscape.

These road verges can also be used to connect fragmented habitats in the
wider landscape, enabling plant and animal populations to move and interact,
and so become stronger and more resilient.

General enquiries

Members of the public should contact the Highways England customer contact
centre on 0300 123 5000.

Media enquiries

Journalists should contact the Highways England press office on 0844 693 1448
and use the menu to speak to the most appropriate press officer.


