
Press release – Hearing of
Commissioner-designate Maroš Šefčovič

Political groups’ coordinators from the committees will meet within 24 hours
to assess the performance of Commissioner-designate Šefčovič.

Closing the gap between EU citizens and EU institutions

During his introductory speech, Mr Šefčovič said that the “natural
partnership between the Parliament and the Commission” needs to evolve into
“world-class anticipatory governance”. He also reiterated that the Commission
will present legislative proposals based on EP resolutions and committed to
resume negotiations on Parliament’s right of inquiry.

MEPs put forward several questions on proposals to enhance information-
sharing through EU research resources and shared databases, as well as on
citizens’ and national parliaments’ role in defining future EU legislation.
Members also questioned the Vice President-designate on the “one in, one out”
principle, which aims to reduce red tape, and received assurance that the EP
will have a leading role in the upcoming Conference on the Future of Europe.

The candidate mentioned the need to modernise the REFIT platform – an expert
group whose goal is to simplify laws and reduce burdens – and the need to
follow e-government best practice while addressing concerns on the emergence
of Artificial Intelligence.

You can watch the video recording of the full hearing here.

Press point

At the end of the hearing, Committee Chairs Tajani and Nethsingha with VP-
designate Šefčovič held a press point outside the meeting room: watch it
here.

Next steps

Based on the committees’ recommendations, the Conference of Presidents will
decide on 17 October if Parliament has received sufficient information to
declare the hearing process closed. If so, the plenary will vote on whether
or not to elect the Commission as a whole on 23 October, in Strasbourg.

Background

The joint hearing with Constitutional Affairs and Legal Affairs MEPs was co-
chaired by Antonio Tajani and Lucy Nethsingha. Members from the associated
Committees (Industry, Research and Energy, and Petitions) also participated
in the hearing.
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