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Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson spoke to the French Minister for Foreign
Affairs Jean-Yves Le Drian about Saturday’s attack in Douma, Syria.

A Foreign & Commonwealth Office spokesperson said:

The Foreign Secretary has this morning spoken to his French
counterpart, Jean-Yves Le Drian, about the horrific attack in
Douma, Syria on Saturday and ahead of an emergency session of the
United Nations later today, which was called for by the UK
alongside allies.

Speaking to Le Drian, the Foreign Secretary underlined the urgent
need to investigate what had happened in Douma and to ensure a
strong and robust international response. They noted that
international investigators mandated by the UN Security Council had
found the Asad regime responsible for using poison gas in at least
4 separate attacks since 2014 and agreed that those responsible for
this attack must be held to account.

They both condemned the use of chemical weapons by anyone anywhere
and they agreed to work together to stand up for the Chemical
Weapons Convention and to ensure that there was no impunity for
those that use such barbaric weapons. They agreed that today’s
meeting of the United Nations Security Council in New York would be
an important next step in determining the international response
and that a full range of options should be on the table.
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