
Press release: Football coach
paedophile has sentence increased
after Solicitor General’s referral

The ex-coach of a Windermere under-12s football team who sexually assaulted 7
of his players has had his sentence increased after the Solicitor General,
Robert Buckland QC MP, referred it to the Court of Appeal for being too low.

Anthony Pickering, 56, who was between 17 and 20 years old at the time,
carried out his campaign of sexual abuse over a 3 year period during the late
70s and early 80s. He coached boys aged 8 to 12, travelled to their matches,
and also went on tour with them to Dumfries; opportunities he would use to
carry out his abuse.

Pickering was originally sentenced at Carlisle Crown Court in August, where
he was given 5 years imprisonment. This was on top of 10 years he was already
serving for similar charges in 2012. Today, after the Solicitor General’s
referral, the Court of Appeal increased his sentence to 9 years imprisonment,
on top of his previous sentence.

Commenting on the sentence increase, the Solicitor General said:

“To abuse a position of power and subject vulnerable children to such
horrific sexual assaults is an abhorrent crime. Pickering robbed multiple
victims of their childhood, and I am pleased the Court of Appeal has agreed
that his sentence deserved to be higher.”
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