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The Joint Working Group, which takes place on Sunday, will focus on the UK
and Oman’s partnership on areas such as trade, education and tourism. It will
also be an opportunity to discuss regional issues such as the conflicts in
Yemen and Syria, and the Gulf Cooperation Council.

The Minister’s visit also coincides with the Saif Sareea military exercise,
which will see Royal Navy ships, Royal Air Force Typhoons and British Army
troops train alongside Omani forces in their largest joint exercise for 17
years.

While in Oman, Minister Burt will have the opportunity to see other areas of
UK-Omani cooperation in practice. These include a venture between the UK
Premier League and the Oman Football Association whereby UK Football Coaches
from Bournemouth FC have travelled to Oman to train Omani football coaches.
Minister Burt will also attend a roundtable with female alumni of UK
universities now working in Oman to improve access to education.

Speaking ahead of the visit, Minister Burt said:

Cooperation between the UK and Oman continues to go from strength
to strength. My visit this week is an opportunity to see some
tangible examples of that cooperation – from the 5,500 UK troops
involved in the joint UK-Oman military exercise, to British
football coaches training their Omani counterparts.

Oman remains a lynchpin of relations in the Middle East region, and
as ever I value their expertise on Yemen, Syria and wider Gulf
issues. The 14th Joint Working Group between our countries is a
chance to discuss these areas and build on the positive investment,
trade and tourism relationship between the UK and Oman.
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