
Press release: Farmer fined for
illegal waste site

A County Durham man has been convicted of operating an illegal waste site in
a prosecution brought by the Environment Agency.

Stephen Anthony Suddes, 53, appeared at Newton Aycliffe Magistrate’s Court on
Wednesday 13 December 2017 for operating a waste facility without a permit at
his Thornley Pit House farm in Bishop Auckland.

Suddes, who has two previous convictions for waste offences, admitted the
charges. He was handed a fine of £1,640 and ordered to pay costs of £1,500
and a £165 victim surcharge.

Under the same prosecution, Kevin Gray, 53, of Wear Street, Tow Law, on 6
September pleaded guilty for depositing controlled waste on a site without an
environmental permit. He was fined £400 and ordered to pay £1,000 costs.

Acting on behalf of the Environment Agency, solicitor Laura Taylor told the
court that Suddes deliberately and flagrantly disregarded the law over
several months.

Environment Agency officers visited Suddes farm several times between 24 May
2016 and 31 October 2016. Each time they observed illegal activity including
large piles of waste containing metals, wood, plastics, rubble and soils, and
clear signs that waste had been burnt. On two occasions they recorded a white
van owned by Kevin Gray Building Services tipping construction and demolition
waste on the farm.

David O’Toole of the Environment Agency said:

Suddes has repeatedly put the environment at risk by deliberately
ignoring the law for financial gain. Illegal waste activity such as
this has a detrimental impact on the community and environment, as
well as undermining legitimate businesses. We’ll continue to work
hard to ensure enforcement action is taken against those who flout
the law.

Anyone who suspects that waste is being disposed of on an illegal waste fire
is urged to report the matter to our incident hotline on 0800 807060.
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