Press release — European Parliament to
hold extraordinary plenary on 26 March

Parliament’s President and Group leaders (Conference of Presidents) held an
informal exchange of views on Thursday morning. They approved in written
procedure the proposal of EP President Sassoli to convene an extraordinary
plenary session next Thursday, 26 March in Brussels to debate and vote on the
first three legislative proposals of the European Commission to tackle the
effects of the COVID19 pandemic in EU Member States.

EP President David Sassoli said: “The European Parliament is doing its duty
and will continue to do so. Parliament must remain open, because a virus
cannot bring down democracy. We are the only European institution voted in by
its citizens and we want to continue representing and defending them”.

On the agenda:

e The Coronavirus Response Investment Initiative, which will make
available €37 billion of the Cohesion funds to member states to address
the consequences of the crisis,

e a legislative proposal to extend the scope of the EU Solidarity Fund to
cover public health emergencies

e a Commission proposal to stop the so-called ghost flights caused by the
COVID-19 outbreak.
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It is key that the European Parliament adopts these three proposals swiftly,
to provide concrete support to EU citizens and to the Member States in this

unprecedented situation.

The Bureau of the European Parliament will adopt specific measures for this
session to ensure the votes can be organised remotely.

This plenary will formally replace the session foreseen for 1-2 April.



