
Press release: Dean of Chester

The Queen has approved the nomination of the Venerable Timothy Richard
Stratford, BSc, PhD, Archdeacon of Leicester in the Diocese of Leicester, to
be appointed Dean of the Cathedral Church of Chester, following the
resignation of the Very Reverend Gordon Ferguson McPhate, MB, CHB, MA, MD,
MSc, MTh, on 30 September 2017.  

Notes for editors

The Venerable Dr Timothy Stratford is aged 57. He studied at York University
for his BSc and also at Sheffield University for his PhD. He trained for the
ministry at Wycliffe Hall, Oxford in 1983. He served his title as a Curate at
Mossley Hill in Liverpool diocese from 1986 to 1989 and then as Curate from
1989 to 1991 at St Helen, St Helens. From 1991 to 1994 he was the Bishop of
Liverpool’s Domestic Chaplain. He was Vicar at West Derby from 1994 to 2003.
From 2003 to 2012 he was Team Rector at Kirkby in Liverpool diocese. Since
2012 he has been Archdeacon of Leicester. He has served the national church
as a member of General Synod for fifteen years and the Liturgical Commission
for ten years. He has written and edited a number of books and booklets
focusing mainly on contextually dependent worship and mission. His PHD was
awarded in 2009 for a study of the mid-Victorian Slum Priest Ritualists.

Timothy is married to Jen and they have 3 children and one grandson. His
interests include photography, cycling and music.
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