
Press release: Cabinet meeting: 12
April 2018

This afternoon Cabinet met and received an update on the attack against
innocent civilians in Douma, Syria, on Saturday.

The Prime Minister said it was a shocking and barbaric act which killed up to
75 people, including children, in the most appalling and inhumane way.

Cabinet agreed that the Assad regime has a track record of the use of
chemical weapons and it is highly likely that the regime is responsible for
Saturday’s attack.

The Prime Minister said it was a further example of the erosion of
international law in relation to the use of chemical weapons, which was
deeply concerning to us all.

Following a discussion in which every member present made a contribution,
Cabinet agreed it was vital that the use of chemical weapons did not go
unchallenged.

Cabinet agreed on the need to take action to alleviate humanitarian distress
and to deter the further use of chemical weapons by the Assad regime.

Cabinet agreed the Prime Minister should continue to work with allies in the
United States and France to coordinate an international response.
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