
Press release: £12m pay boost to
strengthen prison frontline and
attract new recruits

Prison officers at 31 prisons to receive immediate pay increase

Thousands of staff to benefit from specialist training opportunities in
skills such as self-harm and suicide prevention – further
professionalising and building pride in the service

Thousands of frontline staff in London and the South East will benefit from
an immediate boost to their pay, thanks to a new £12 million package
announced today by Justice Secretary Elizabeth Truss.

The new package will mean prison officers at the 31 establishments will see a
pay boost of up to £5,000, with new recruits receiving higher starting
salaries. New starters will receive up to £29,500 – an increase of £5,000 –
while a prison officer in London could see earnings increase to £31,000.

Justice Secretary Elizabeth Truss said:

Prison officers do a challenging and demanding job day in and day
out. I want frontline staff to know that their work, experience and
loyal service is valued. We also want to attract the best new
talent into the service, ensuring we recruit and retain the leaders
of the future.

These hard-working, dedicated staff are key to delivering our
ambitious reform agenda, and it is right that we offer them greater
support as we move ever closer to transforming prisons into places
of safety and reform.

Thousands of new learning and development opportunities which will help staff
progress in their career will also be made available nationwide.

As part of a comprehensive strategy to further professionalise and upskill
the service, staff who take part in the new training scheme will be required
to support and mentor colleagues – handing down knowledge and supporting
future leaders.

They will also be given specialist training in mental health and self-harm
prevention, boosting their pay and progression in the Prison Service.

This investment supports the government’s nationwide recruitment drive to
recruit the best talent from around the country.
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Governors at 30 prisons across the country have also been given greater
freedom and flexibility to attract and recruit locally, reducing the time it
takes to get new recruits through the door. Applicants will also be able to
visit the prison before they take up post, and be in touch with a mentor
while the recruitment process is underway

This wholescale, organisational reform will be supported by measures within
the Prisons and Court Bill, which will set out a new framework and clear
system of accountability for prisons, building on the wide-ranging reforms
set out in the Prison Safety and Reform White Paper.

Today’s news comes just days after ministers announced a new frontline
service focused on reforming offenders and cutting crime, to launch from
April 2017. Her Majesty’s Prison and Probation Service will have full
responsibility for the operational management of offenders in custody and the
community, including strengthening security in prisons, tackling extremism
and building intelligence about criminal gangs.

Notes to editors:

The pay increase will be granted to Band 3 Officers on Fair and Sustainable
(F&S) terms at eligible prisons.

The prisons include: Aylesbury, Bedford, Bullingdon, Coldingley, Cookham
Wood, Downview, Elmley, Feltham, Grendon, High Down, Highpoint, Huntercombe,
Medway, Send, Stanford Hill, Swaleside, The Mount, Woodhill, Brixton,
Belmarsh, Isis, Pentonville, Rochester, Wandsworth, Wormwood Scrubs,
Erlestoke, Lewes, Whitemoor, Chelmsford, Guys Marsh and Littlehey.

The new award replaces existing pay increments for staff at the most
difficult-to-recruit prisons.

Since publication of the White Paper

389 job offers have been made to new recruits wanting to join the Prison
Service which puts the government on track to recruit the first 400 of
the additional frontline officers committed to be in place by March 2017
we are appointing 75 mentors for new starter Prison Officers to help
them in their first few months in the job which we know can be a
difficult time
we have started targeted local recruitment initiatives at 30 sites so
that governors can more easily recruit the people they need
we are launching a new Prison Officer apprenticeship scheme that will
help increase diversity and make it easier to join the Prison Service
we have launched a new graduate scheme to attract people from top
universities to join the Service
we have launched a Troops to Officers scheme that will support people to
join the Prison Service after leaving the military.


