
Press release: £10 million National
Lottery support to redevelop Wales’s
oldest university college

More than £10 million has been earmarked for a major restoration of
Aberystwyth University’s iconic Old College, the birthplace of university
education in Wales.

The Grade I listed Old College is synonymous with Welsh nation-building
following its purchase by the University of Wales for just £10,000 in 1867
using money donated by the local community.

After first opening its doors to students in 1872, for almost a century the
Gothic seafront building saw thousands of students come and go, before focus
shifted in the 1960s when the university moved to a newly built campus.

Now, funds generated by National Lottery players will see this much-loved
building reclaim its place at the heart of Aberystwyth and the local
community. Aberystwyth University has initially been granted development
funding of £849,500 by the Heritage Lottery Fund, allowing it to progress
with its plans and ultimately unlock the full £10,581,800.*

UK Government in Wales Minister Guto Bebb visited Aberystwyth to mark the
announcement.

Guto Bebb said:

This National Lottery funding secures the future of the Old
College, meaning it can continue to play a vital role in the future
– not only of the university but the town itself. As an alumnus
myself, I am pleased to see such a worthwhile and exciting project
as this being supported to help secure a sustainable future for a
building of which I have very fond memories.

John Glen MP, Parliamentary Undersecretary of State for Arts,
Heritage and Tourism said::

Aberystwyth Old College is a treasured local building that is
recognised as one of the UK’s most significant pieces of Gothic
revival architecture.

This fantastic scheme is so much more than a restoration project.
Thanks to the £10.5 million contribution from National Lottery
Players, it will create a thriving visitor and learning destination
that will provide new cultural and community resources for
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Aberystwyth and West Wales and boost the wider Welsh economy.

Baroness Kay Andrews, UK trustee and chair of the Heritage
Lottery Fund in Wales, said:

These exciting plans to breathe new life into one of Wales’s best
loved historic buildings provide a significant and timely boost for
the culture and economy of Aberystwyth and well beyond.

Like many Aberystwyth graduates, I have fond memories of Old
College. Now, for the first time, this unique building – the
signature of Aberystwyth – will be open for the whole community to
enjoy and profit from, including visitors to West Wales. This is
great news for Aberystwyth and for Wales as a whole.

Aiming to complete Old College’s transformation in time for the university’s
150th anniversary in 2022, work is now underway to develop plans for the
building as a performance and gallery space for artists, exhibitions and
musicians, a centre for entrepreneurs and new businesses, as well as café and
community rooms. It will also house a university museum, allowing some of the
20,000 items normally in storage to be shown the light of day and a new
science centre will showcase cutting edge interactive displays alongside a
planetarium and 4D facility, highlighting the university’s links with the
European Space Agency.

Professor Elizabeth Treasure, Vice-Chancellor of Aberystwyth
University, added:

Old College has played a starring role in the provision of higher
education in Wales and the wider world. Built with the legendary
pennies of the people, it seems fitting now that funding from
National Lottery players is playing a vital role in regenerating
the building and the economy of this beautiful part of Wales.

Our hope now is that Old College will become a showcase for the
excellent research, teaching and treasures of Aberystwyth
University, while providing vibrant new facilities for visitors and
the local community who are key partners in this venture.

As well as creating new jobs, apprenticeships, work placements, training and
volunteer opportunities, the revitalised Old College will also encourage
graduates from the university to stay within the town and establish new
businesses.

The total cost of the redevelopment is estimated to be around £22m, with the
university planning other sources of financing for the project including a
major fundraising appeal.



Notes to Editors

Heritage Grant applications are assessed by the Heritage Lottery Fund in two
rounds. A first-round pass is given when HLF has endorsed outline proposals
and earmarked funding. A first-round pass may also include an immediate award
to fund the development of the project. Detailed proposals are then
considered by HLF at second-round and as long as plans have progressed
satisfactorily and according to the original proposal, an award for the
project is confirmed.

About Old College

Old College is one of Wales’s most remarkable buildings. Home of Wales’s
first University, this rare Grade I listed building is of national
significance, synonymous with Welsh nation-building and on a prominent site
on Aberystwyth’s promenade.

Aberystwyth University’s ambition is to open up and reveal the hidden and
inaccessible heritage of Old College and transform the building into a
welcoming and vibrant cultural and creative centre for the community and a
major catalyst for economic and social regeneration. For local people, Old
College will be a source of skills and job creation, inspiration, learning
and entertainment. For visitors, it will be a new Welsh heritage destination
with international appeal.


