Preparatory work for World
Intellectual Property Organization
Technology and Innovation Support
Centre in Hong Kong commences

The Hong Kong Productivity Council (HKPC), along with 50 other service
institutions on the Mainland, has been designated jointly by the China
National Intellectual Property Administration (CNIPA) and the World
Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) as part of the new batch of
organisations for establishing Technology and Innovation Support Centres
(TISCs) and will commence preparatory work that will span a period of one
year.

Upon completion of the establishment period, the CNIPA and WIPO will
conduct an evaluation and authorise the HKPC to officially operate the TISC
in Hong Kong after confirming that the required conditions are met.

A spokesman for the Commerce and Economic Development Bureau said, "We
welcome the designation of the HKPC as an organisation for establishing the
TISC by the CNIPA and WIPO. The Government will support the HKPC in taking
forward the preparatory work, striving for the commencement of operations at
the centre next year at the earliest to provide assistance and services to
the trade, with a view to further promoting Hong Kong's development as a
regional intellectual property (IP) trading centre and an international
innovation and technology centre.”

Under a dedicated programme of the WIPO Development Agenda, TISCs are
established to support researchers and innovators at different stages of the
innovation cycle by providing them with consultation services on a wide range
of information in areas including patent utilisation, search analysis,
technology transfer, IP management and commercialisation, thereby helping
them make use of the IP system (especially by means of patents) to protect
their inventions and guiding them in bringing technology to market.

More than 100 TISCs have been established on the Mainland under the
dedicated programme. The Government has responded positively by participating
in the programme and has set aside funding to support the HKPC to establish
and operate the TISC in Hong Kong in the first three years as announced in
the 2024-25 Budget, enabling Hong Kong to better integrate into national
development.

The TISC in Hong Kong will focus on providing local start-ups and small
and medium enterprises with high-quality IP (especially patents) information
and services to assist them in exploring their innovation potential and
creating, protecting, managing and commercialising their IPs, with a view to
protecting research and development outcomes and promoting IP trading.
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