
PM call with President Macron: 7
September 2020

News story

Prime Minister Boris Johnson spoke to French President Emmanuel Macron.

The Prime Minister spoke to French President Emmanuel Macron earlier today.

They discussed the shared challenge of illegal small boat crossings from
France to the UK. The Prime Minister set out that the UK’s aim is to stop the
smuggling operations and prevent boats arriving on our shores, and they
agreed to work together in a spirit of cooperation to address the issue.

The Prime Minister and President Macron expressed their outrage at the attack
on Alexey Navalny and reiterated that Russia must urgently explain how the
opposition leader was poisoned with Novichok.

They also discussed UK-French cooperation on tackling coronavirus and on
other international issues, including the crises in Libya and Lebanon and the
Middle East peace process. The Prime Minister offered his condolences for
French casualties in Mali this weekend.

On the negotiations to reach a trade deal with the European Union, the Prime
Minister and President Macron agreed on the importance of making progress
this month and reaching a conclusion on talks quickly.
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